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Consequences of Faith in Our Creator 

What is the connection between either believing or denying that God is our 
Creator, on the one hand, and the way we think and act, on the other? How 
does our belief impact our relationships and our experiences? The following 
table identifies three contemporary issues where this world’s rejection of 
belief in God as our Creator is responsible for agitation and activism. 
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He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. 
Jeremiah 23:28 

ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL 

Contemporary 
Issue 

Scripture Connec-
tion to Creation 

Impact on  
Relationships 

Impact on  
Experiences 

Advancement of 
LGTBQ and feminist 
agendas in the 
interests of  
diversity and  
inclusion. 

But from the begin-
ning of the creation 
God made them 
male and female.  

Mark 10:6 

Is the institution of 
marriage, between 
one man and one 
women, from God or 

from men? 

Are there bounda-
ries to human  
sexual experience 
that God has set 
as a condition of 
acceptance with 
Him? 

The universe can be 
explained on  
purely materialistic 
principles: “Science 
makes God  
unnecessary.” 
 
        S. Hawking 

The preaching of 
the cross is to them 
that perish foolish-
ness... The first man 
is of the earth, 
made of the dust. 
The second man is 
the Lord from heav-
en.  1 Corinthians 
1:18, 15:47 

Was the first man a 
real living being? 
Is the second man a 
real living being who 
rose from the dead 
and ascended into 
the heavens? Does 
life to come depend 
on relationship to 
him? 

Are human beings 
made in the image 
of God ? From 
what source do 
concepts such as 
love, grace, for-
giveness, honesty, 
and justice, derive 
their validity and 
their meaning? 

The Israeli  
settlements in Judea 
and Samaria are  
objected to as  
illegal occupation 
of Arab Palestinian 
land. 

I have made the 
earth, and the  
animals that are on 
the surface of the 
earth by my great 
power and out-
stretched arm. I 
give it to whom it 
seems right to me.  

  Jeremiah 27:5 

Are protests against 
the Jewish State 
reflected in the BDS 
movement and  
campus activism 
against ‘apartheid’ 
Israel an expression 
of justice or a stand 
against the will of 
God?  

Are lands Israel 
conquered in 
1967 a fulfilment 
of the words of 
God, I will give 
you the land of 
Israel, (Ezekiel 
11:17) or should 
Jews who live 
there be  
boycotted? 
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In the Old Testament, the truth about God’s role as our Creator was 
expressed succinctly in the Ten Commandments: for in six days Yahweh 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the 
seventh day; therefore Yahweh blessed the Sabbath day, and made it holy 
(Exodus 20:11 WEB). 

In the New Testament, this same message was delivered by the apostle Paul 
when he spoke to the learned men and women of Athens, The God who 
made the world and all things in it, he, being Lord of heaven and earth, …
seeing he himself gives to all life and breath, and all things… For in him we 
live, move, and have our being. As some of your own poets have said, For 
we are also his offspring (Acts 17:24-25, 28 WEB). Paul described the God 
of Israel as a personal God who brought mankind into being. 

The spirit of this world is aggressively denying that God is the Creator 
of life. This denial plays out on two levels: intellectual and practical. 

The late Stephen Hawking represents the 
intellectual denial. He argued that science has 
eliminated the need for God. Near the end of 
his life in 2018, in answer to the question, “Is 
there a God?,” Stephen Hawking wrote, “It’s 
my view that the simplest explanation is that 
there is no God. No one created the universe 
and no one directs our fate. This leads me to 
a profound realization: there is probably no 
heaven and afterlife either. I think belief in an 
afterlife is just wishful thinking… I think that 
when we die we return to dust… We have 
this one life to appreciate the grand design of the universe, and for that I am 
extremely grateful.”   

One cannot help but observe the irony in his reference to “the grand 
design.” He co-authored a book with that title in 2010 that had not a few 
highly critical reviews. An elegant design without a designer is contrary to 
all human experience. Does design not provide evidence of a creative mind? 
Does the execution of design not provide evidence of powerful ability?   

Our young ones are exposed to this idea – that science has eliminated the 
need for God – from a very early age. It is increasingly at the core of our 
secular education system and the messages conveyed by the media. There 
are excellent contemporary materials available in books and videos to refute 
the intellectual challenge for those who take the time to seek them out and 
consider them. 

It is the practical form of this denial that represents the tsunami that 
threatens to overwhelm our community. The practical form comes in the 
call of the world to go with the flow – to embrace deeds that deny God. As 

 
An elegant design 
without a designer is 
contrary to all human 
experience. Does 
design not provide 
evidence of a 
creative mind?  
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the Apostle Paul wrote to Titus, but to those who are defiled and 
unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their mind and their conscience are 
defiled. They profess that they know God, but by their deeds they deny him, 
being abominable, disobedient, and unfit for any good work (Titus 1:15-16 
WEB). There is an important principle expressed here: that by their deeds 
men deny God. 

In the first chapter of Romans, the Apostle Paul describes how rejection of 
belief in God – specifically in God as the Creator of all things – leads to 
corruption and debasement of the human mind and behaviour. Because 
knowing God, they didn’t glorify him as God, and didn’t give thanks, but 
became vain in their reasoning, and their senseless heart was darkened. 
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and traded the glory of 
the incorruptible God for the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and 
of birds, four-footed animals, and creeping things…    

Therefore, God also gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to uncleanness, 
that their bodies should be dishonored among themselves; who exchanged 
the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than 
the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this reason, God gave them 
up to vile passions… Even as they refused to have God in their knowledge, 
God gave them up to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not 
fitting… (Romans 1:21-23; 24-26, 28 WEB). 

When men cease to give glory and thanks to God, in their self-conceit they 
come to exalt and glory in man, worshipping themselves and their own 
achievements. Three times the apostle establishes a cause-and-effect link as 
indicated by terms like “therefore,” “for this reason,” and “even as.” Three 
times the apostle wrote that “God gave them up” to the outworking of their 
own lusts and evil minds.  

In the Scriptures, there are many vital teachings that flow directly from 
the belief that God is the Creator. Three of them are captured in the 
table on page 50. What other ones can you think of? 

Conviction in our faithful Creator is completely at variance with the spirit of 
this world. Understanding the root cause of the world’s contrary positions 
enables the dots to be connected. It explains why intense enmity against 
Israel and promotion of the LGBTQ cause, are often aligned together. What 
they have in common at their core, is the rejection of the belief that the God 
of Israel is the Creator of heaven and earth. The consequences of this 
rejection can be increasingly seen and felt everywhere across the world. 

If the premise that faith in our Creator gives us reason to follow God’s way 
in opposition to the tsunami in whose immoral wake we are awash is 
correct, then steps that strengthen faith in our Creator are vital to the 
survival of our community and our youth. Conversely, where faith in our 
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Creator ebbs away, our willingness grows to tolerate and accept the kind of 
relationships and behaviour that Paul called out as inappropriate. 

As we wait for the great change at the coming of the Lord, we must align 
ourselves with the abundant message of the Word of God: that the God of 
Israel is our Faithful Creator. We can glorify God for the works of His 
creation and give thanks from the depths of our hearts for the wonders He 
has made. We can bring forth the evidence of our Creator’s hand (Psalm 
111:2). But we must also assure that the way we think and act confesses and 
praises Him who made us, in contrast to those who deny Him.  

For if we died with him, we will also live with him. If we endure, we will 
also reign with him. If we deny him, he also will deny us. If we are 
faithless, he remains faithful; for he can’t deny himself (2 Timothy 2:11-13 
WEB). 

                                                                     James Farrar, Grimsby, ON 

——————————— 

1 
Is There a God? Stephen Hawking Gives the Definitive Answer to the Eternal Question – 

The Marginalian  

FEATURE ARTICLE  

 The Greatest of These is Love 

In Paul’s letter to the Galatian believers, he lists godly attributes which are 
commonly known as the Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). They are 
attributes he hoped his listeners would exhibit in order to live in the Spirit 
(vs. 25). The first attribute listed is “love.” In 1 Corinthians 13 (popularly 
identified as the “Love Chapter”), verse 13 declares, now abideth faith, hope 
and love, but the greatest of these is love. Love, as proclaimed in the 
Scriptures, is set forth as the preeminent human emotion. 

Love starts and finishes with our Heavenly Father. Yahweh is a God of 
love. In 2 Corinthians 13:11, Paul says, Finally brethren, farewell. Be 
perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of 
love and peace shall be with you. When we look a little deeper, we will see 
that God is more than just a God of love; He is love. 1 John 4:16 says, And 
we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and 
he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God and God in him. This verse tells us 
not only that God is love, but it tells us how we can be a part of the 
wonderful love that God wants to share with us. God will dwell in us if we 
dwell in love and thus in Him.   
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Love introduces itself into our lives 
at various moments and in various 
ways. We love our family members 
and close friends immensely. When we 
find our future mate, the love we share 
with each other is like nothing we have 
felt in our lives. When children enter 
the picture, love transforms to 
something completely different; but 
again, it is absolutely wonderful. Love 
is hard to quantify, but we know that it 
feels great to love and to be loved. 

We can learn a lot from children, 
especially when it comes to love. The 
love of a child is unconditional. They 
show love when they are happy, but also show love when they are upset. 
You can discipline young children and they will come right back to you 
because of the love they have for you as their parent. They may not 
understand that we are correcting them out of love; but does not their 
response in turning to you reflect the peace and power of love? Solomon 
outlines this relationship between a parent and a child in Proverbs 3:12, For 
whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he 
delighteth. 

There are different kinds of love. In John 21, shortly before his ascension 
to his Heavenly Father, Christ has a discourse with Peter, So when they had 
dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more 
than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He 
saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He saith to him again the second time, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou 
knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto 
him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved 
because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto 
him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith 
unto him, Feed my sheep (John 21:15-17). Without explanation, this is an 
odd conversation; however, when we examine the context of the passage 
and dig into the meaning of the Greek words, we receive a much greater 
understanding of why Jesus responds in the way he did.   

There are two Greek words in the New Testament which are translated 
as “love:” phileo, and agape. These are used in the above passage. Phileo is 
most often defined as brotherly love, as the Greek is literally or simply 
“natural affection”; whereas agape is most commonly referred to as 
“unconditional, sacrificing or active love.” When Jesus asks the question the 
first time, “Lovest thou me more than these?”, he uses the word agape.  

 

Love, true agape love, is 
a two-way street. Our 
Heavenly Father loves 
His children: We love 
Him, because He first 
loved us  (1 John 4:19). 
It is both a gift and a 
privilege to be in the 
position we are in.  
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However, when Peter replies, he uses the word phileo. It is the same with 
Christ’s second question and Peter’s reply. The third time, Christ himself 
uses the word phileo. “Peter, do you phileo (brotherly love) me?” Peter 
replies with the same response as in the first two instances, “You know that 
I phileo (brotherly love) you.”   

This conversation takes place right after Christ’s resurrection and just before 
he ascends to His Father’s right hand. As Christ foretold, Peter had denied 
that he knew his Lord and Master three times leading up to his crucifixion. 

This account was Christ’s thoughtful 
way of checking in on his close 
friend Peter, who as we know, was a 
confident but impetuous disciple.  
This often got him into 
trouble. Christ loved him dearly and 
knew him better than anyone; he 
used this conversation to help Peter 
transition to his new mission. The 
question Christ asked initially was 
“do you love me more than 
these?” Christ was alluding to 
Peter’s assertion that even though 
others might desert or deny him, he 

would never do that (Matthew 26:35). Christ’s questions during this 
conversation were to see if Peter’s experiences had helped him to transition 
from a place of pride to one of humility. 

God’s love for His creation is divine and perfect. It is the purest form of 
agape love that can be shared. One of the most quoted verses in the Bible, 
John 3:16, shows just how pure and immense His love is, For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.   

There are so many examples in Scripture of God’s divine love: two 
come to mind above all others. The first is God’s relationship with his 
chosen people, the Israelites. Throughout the centuries, the Israelites 
followed a pattern of obeying Yahweh, and then disappointing and falling 
away from Him. After Yahweh punished them for their disobedience they 
realized the error of their ways, repented and turned back to Him. This is 
known as the “cycle of sin,” and the Israelites were very familiar with 
it. Despite all of this, Yahweh has chosen this nation to be a people for His 
name because of His love and commitment to them.   

The second and most important example is God’s love for His Son, Christ 
Jesus. From the very beginning, Christ was always the focal point of God’s 
plan and purpose. As we have already noted, Christ was the only begotten 

 

The meaning of the word 
love in our dispensation 
has become diluted. The 
word is tossed around 
without thought, 
understanding, or 
discernment, and true 
godly love is hard to find. 
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Son of our Creator, and he lived a sinless life following his Father’s will 
perfectly. Might it not have been excruciating for Yahweh to witness His 
one and only Son go through an awful crucifixion at the hands of the 
Romans? Yahweh had foreordained what was going to take place; and 
Christ, always choosing to align his will with His Father’s will, was 
obedient, thereby becoming the atoning sacrifice that would take away the 
sin of the world (John 1:29).   

Love, true agape love, is a two-way street. Our Heavenly Father loves His 
children – those who serve Him “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23). 1 John 
4:19 says, We love Him, because He first loved us. It is both a gift and a 
privilege to be in the position we are in.  

The meaning of the word love in our dispensation has become 
diluted. The word is tossed around without thought, understanding, or 
discernment, and true godly love is hard to find. We are told in the last days 
that the love of many would grow cold (Matthew 24:12), and also that 
people will be lovers of their own selves and lovers of money (2 Timothy 
3:2). Knowing all this, we must show forth the agape love Christ was 
impressing upon Peter to our family, our friends, our brothers and sisters, 
our neighbors, and even our enemies. 

                                                                Greg Hoogkamp, Ingersoll, ON 

 

 
Readers are asked to submit questions 
to be answered as well as comments 
on previously published answers in 
this section. Questions and comments 
may be sent to: Brother Ken Wood at question@christadelphianadvocate.org  

Q & A 

Reader Response 

“In the December issue, Brother Ken Wood responded to a question 
expressing disappointment in the attitudes of some believers toward those 
with differing opinions on COVID-19 policies. I appreciated the thoughtful 
tone in Brother Ken’s response, including the statement, “None of us should 
want to dictate our views … but rather respect each other ....” I would like to 
address an issue brought up by Brother Ken, and offer a viewpoint that may 
not be widely understood. This issue is the legitimacy of claiming a 
religious exemption from such policies. 
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The question was asked, “We may have valid reasons for objecting to 
being vaccinated against this pandemic, but can we in good conscience 
apply for an exemption on the basis of our beliefs?” I would humbly 
offer an affirmative answer to this question. Applying for an exemption is a 
legal process for someone who wishes to present a case for holding a 
differing viewpoint on the relevant issue. There is biblical precedent, as well 
as precedent in Christadelphian history, for following appropriate channels 
to make use of rights granted by the government. The Apostle Paul appealed 
to Caesar in order to exercise his legal rights as a Roman citizen. Many of 
our congregations take advantage of the tax-exempt status granted to 
religious organizations. We may choose to appear in court to ask a judge to 
dismiss a traffic ticket, or accept the provision to go to traffic school in 
exchange for leniency. Of course, Christadelphians have a long history of 
respectfully speaking out when our consciences differ from those around us 
in regard to military service and jury duty. 

Can a Christadelphian validly claim a religious exemption to something 
that is not found in our statement of faith? This question can be answered 
when one is familiar with the history and guidelines related to religious 
exemptions. The foundation for requesting a religious exemption in the US 
comes from the text of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, which prohibits religious 
discrimination. “Religious discrimination involves treating a person (an 
applicant or employee) unfavorably because of his or her religious beliefs. 
The law protects not only people who belong to traditional, organized 
religions… but also others who have sincerely held religious, ethical or 
moral beliefs” (https://www.eeoc.gov/religious-discrimination). These 
“sincerely held” beliefs do not have to be shared by others in one’s 
denomination. A person is not even required to belong to a specific religious 
community in order to file an exemption. These beliefs can even seem 
“illogical or unreasonable to others” (as our beliefs on abstention from 
military service undoubtedly do to many). A person applying for a religious 
exemption simply has to demonstrate that his/her objection involves ideas 
about “life, purpose, and death” and is sincerely held. Vaccines have long 
been an area where these ideas come into play, and believers have been 
granted exemptions for years. This is nothing new and should not divide us.  

We all have many “sincerely held beliefs” that are not mentioned in our 
Statement of Faith, but which we nevertheless feel are integral to our 
personal faith. Many feel strongly that celebrating Christmas is wrong. 
Should believers not have the choice of opting out of company Christmas 
events or of having their children participate in school holiday parties if they 
desire? Additionally, many have “sincerely held beliefs” on homeschooling, 
homosexuality, abortion, cremation, organ donation, union membership, and 
many other issues not covered in our Statement of Faith. Many 
Christadelphians have filed for, and been granted, religious exemptions to 
their employers’ vaccine mandates and have no reason to feel conflicted 
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about doing so. Should the fact that not all Christadelphians share the same 
convictions on some “sincerely held beliefs” be a barrier to our loving 
interaction? Certainly, it shouldn’t be, as demonstrated by the various 
perspectives on many of the issues described above, even among believers. 
Applying for an exemption is not refusing to comply with the laws of the 
land; it is following the procedure laid out by those laws for the protection 
of those who have an uncommon conscience. As conscientious objectors, 
we should be appreciative that our government allows such appeals. 

As Christadelphians, we have a heritage as a people of unique 
conscience. We must show respect without being judgmental toward each 
other and those around us in the exercising of our individual consciences. I 
appreciated Bro. Ken modeling an attitude of humility in his article, and 
hope this clarification can help contribute to civil and Christ-like discussion 
of these issues.” 
                                                                                         Jessica Miller 

 

 

Reply to Our Reader: 

On behalf of the The Advocate Publishing Committee, I would like to 
express my gratitude to you for your thoughtful and thought-provoking 
response to the Q&A that was published in the December 2021 Advocate 
entitled, “What Are Our Responsibilities During This Pandemic?” As you 
know, we encourage readers to comment on these articles and we appreciate 
you taking the time to provide feedback. 

The question that you have addressed in your comments was just that – a 
question to be considered by our readers and answered based on their own 
beliefs and their own consciences. You have done that and explained your 
position and reasoning on the subject very thoroughly. You have increased 
my awareness of the issue and its complexity for those who do not wish to 
be vaccinated against the coronavirus. 

My question was based upon conversations with other believers who I have 
a great deal of respect and regard for, as elders in their ecclesias and/or for 
their maturity in the Truth and Scriptural understanding. I had also read 
about the stringency of the requirements for applying for exemptions and 
that it had to be a “substantial burden on their religious exercise, that it had 
to be a long-held objection, whether it applies to all vaccines or not” in 
addition to having to be based upon “sincerely held beliefs.” You have 
indicated that many Christadelphians do have firmly and sincerely held 
beliefs that prevent them from being vaccinated in addition to medical 
concerns. As you say, their positions should be respected as they are based 
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on their personal understanding of Scripture and Yahweh’s commandments, 
along with their conscience and consistent practices on such matters. 

I am sure that you likewise respect the fact that others see the development 
of these vaccines as being in the hand of God and that they may have 
prevented the death and serious illness of their fellow believers as well as in 
the general population. These individuals wanted to be vaccinated and they 
are glad that their local, state and federal governments have promoted 
vaccination for the protection of themselves and others. 

Thank you again for your response and thorough explanation of your view 
of this subject. 

Fraternally,    
                                                                                              Ken Wood 

EXPOSITION 

Brothers and sisters in Christ occasionally hear and/or ask about China, 
wondering what, if any role it might play in the “time of the end” signs 
and prophecies (Daniel 12:9). Though there were specific articles 
addressing China’s role in the Advocate during the two World War years, 
not much regarding China has been published in the Advocate since 
that time other than comments and references within various articles 
addressing world events. We are pleased to present the following article 
written by Brother Scott Cram. We trust readers will find this a 
comprehensive review of China’s present day role on the world stage, 
and its possible role / association with end-time prophesied events 
(Daniel 11:40; 12:9). – Editor             

The China Question 

Historically, China has not been seen as participating in the unfolding of 
Yahweh’s purpose; but today, China is a conundrum in this regard because 
of its expanding reach globally, and in particular, the Middle East. Of late, 
China represents 30% of all international investments in Israel ($6B 
Chinese / $22B total foreign investments in Israel). China is directly and 
deeply involved with Israel’s future.1  

China’s Global Reach into Israel 

Signs of this direct involvement began to emerge, for example, in 2015 
when the Chinese-controlled Shanghai International Port Group won the 
Israeli government contract to build and operate Haifa’s port for 25 years. 
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This was followed by a new terminal for Ashdod’s deep water port and the 
Eilat port, again for 25 years. Also, Tel Aviv’s light rail system with 
construction from 2015-2021, and the 2010 Carmel Tunnels in Haifa plus 
the Gilon Tunnel, both built by China Civil Engineering Construction 
Corporation, a state-owned component of China’s $1 billion global Belt and 
Road initiative. The Jerusalem Post in October of past year again raised 
security concerns over these initiatives to build infrastructure including 
universities, railroads and power plants worldwide.   

A February 11, 2019 Wall Street Journal article commented, “U.S. and 
Israeli officials said they are especially concerned about stepped-up Chinese 
investments in Israeli companies whose products are dual use, meaning they 
have both military and commercial applications, such as drones and artificial 
intelligence. They also worry about China using Israeli companies as a way 
to uncover U.S. secrets, and about Beijing transferring Israeli technological 
know-how to its ally, Iran.” As recent as November 30, 2021, the UK’s MI6 
chief Richard Moore warned of China’s global “debt traps and data traps,” 
saying Beijing is “trying to use influence through its economic policies to 
try and sometimes, I think, get people on the hook.”2 

China in the Bible 

Given China’s latter day involvement with Israel and the Middle East and its 
global influence, what does the Bible have to say about all this? We find a 
possible reference to China in the word “Sinim” in Isaiah 49:12, Behold, 
these shall come from far: and, lo, these from the north and from the west; 
and these from the land of Sinim. Isaiah had been writing about the 
restoration of Israel and the blessing to be found for the redeemed, They 
shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he 
that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall 
he guide them. And I will make all my mountains a way, and my highways 
shall be exalted (49:10-11). Verse 12 then tells us that the redeemed shall 
come from afar, including from the land of Sinim.   

Strong’s definition for “Sinim” is “plural of an otherwise unknown 
name; Sinim, a distant Oriental region.” Etymologists have concluded 
from the dialects from which Sinim originates, that modern-day China 
is the land referenced by Isaiah. Brother Thomas agreed; writing in 
1848 – the land of Sinim of Isaiah 49:12 is a reference to China.3   

If Sinim is indeed a reference to modern-day China, then it must have been 
known to the Jews in the days of Isaiah in the 8th Century BC. So we ask, “Is 
this possible?” Yes, the regions of China were known at least as early as the 
Assyrian kingdom (c. 900-600 BC), and therefore, existed at the time of 
Isaiah’s writings. In 1 Kings Chapters 9 and 10 we are given insight into 
Solomon’s eastern shipping and trading partners through the cities and 
goods listed. Ophir (9:28), one of the referenced cities, has been identified 
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with Souphir (near Mumbai) in India.4 At that time, India appears to have 
been the gateway to eastern Asia which likely included the lands we call 
China today.   

China’s Vision and Global Strategy 

In a 2017 speech to the Communist Party Congress, Xi Jinping, China’s 
President for life, said China’s ultimate goal was to become a “global leader 
in terms of composite national strength and international influence.”5   
Under Xi Jinping, Chinese communism is completing its evolution into a 
more economically efficient totalitarian system of government.   

Mr. Rush Doshi, a former Brookings expert, wrote in August, 2021 “that 
China has sought to displace America from the regional and global order 
through three sequential “strategies of displacement” pursued at the military, 
political, and economic levels. The first of these strategies sought to blunt 
American order regionally, the second sought to build Chinese order 
regionally, and the third – a strategy of expansion – now seeks to do both 
globally.” The world is awakening to China’s abusive and aggressive 
practices, from unfair trade actions to intellectual-property theft and offshore 
expansion. So how might the rise in China impact Bible prophecy? 

The China / Russia Strategy 

Communist China and communist Russia are drawing closer and closer 
together in their shared interest of dealing with the West. We have seen over 
the past few years a growing relationship between Russia, Syria and Iran. 
Now, we add China to the mix. China’s priority is energy supply, and Iran 
continues to sell most of its oil to China.6   

The personalities of China and Russia differ in that nationalism is the core 
mantra of China with a dislike of individualism. This is seen in Chinese 
President Xi Jinping’s strong grip on all Chinese life. The problem for him 
is that the recent decades of economic growth have resulted in a middle 
class with modest wealth who now want more. In prior centuries, there was 
no Chinese middle class. For Russia, they want to regain the Soviet era 
prestige and dominance in Euro-Asia, and then extend that to the world.   

However, to accommodate these strange bedfellows, there is a deepening 
common purpose between Russia and China whose goal is to frustrate the 
West.7 In 2016, Russia displaced Saudi Arabia as China’s largest source of 
imported oil. In June 2018, Xi Jinping called Vladimir Putin “my best, most 
intimate friend,” and later that year Chinese forces participated in the largest 
military exercise on Russian soil since 1981.   

Russia’s foreign policy objective has long been to build up Russia as an 
independent great power on the Euro-Asian continent. However, a close 
partnership with a rising China works against this goal because Russia is 
suspicious of Chinese designs on Russia’s Far Eastern territories. Yet, 
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Russia has determined the door to the US Western nations is closed and the 
EU is too weak, indecisive, and liberal to be a strategic partner. That leaves 
a stark choice between a relationship with China or isolation. 

Because of the forceful exertion of US power by such actions as canceled 
and reworked trade agreements (like NAFTA), tariffs, sanctions, withdrawal 
from agreements like Iran’s Nuclear Deal or the Russian missile restrictions, 
Russia and China have decided to work together because of their mutual 
concern about the US. This has led to great world disorder with the US 
exercising power and the jostling ambitions of two rising world powers – 
China and Russia – all seen in the disruptive economic, military and cultural 
consequences of the “nations in distress” (Luke 21:25). 

China the Influencer 

We can see from our discussions thus far that China increasingly has a grip 
on world affairs and this will  increase to a point one day soon, when China 
will be the dominant world political, economic and military power. The 
discombobulated US government policies and the economic burden of 
climate issues on the US as well as COVID, all combined with worldwide 
social unrest, will hasten China’s rise. I see China as a behind-the-scenes 
influence to further the prophetic activities of the end-time events and 
players such as the Gogian confederacy, the actions of Sheba, Dedan 
and Tarshish, and others. Very broadly, China will cause nations that 
might oppose Russian aggression in the Middle East to think twice because 
of its grip on their economy and fear of Chinese military action. It is 
possible the US will be engaged in the defense of Taiwan and be unwilling 
to open a second military front in the East. Conversely, China’s strength will 
embolden, even enable, Russia and others to be aggressive against Israel; 
even more so with Gog’s defeat, because it would be an anathema for China 
to think of being servant to the king of Israel. Clearly, China will be a “goat 
nation” (Matthew 25:31-46).   

But there is a second point to consider regarding our question of how China 
could play a role in the unfolding of God’s purpose. It involves the 
speculation that the ancient references to the land of Magog might include 
some of what is now China. We will take this consideration up next. Under 
this scenario, China would be co-joined with Magog, Meshech and Tubal.    

Magog and Scythia 

Christadelphians for many years have associated the land of Magog (Ezekiel 
38:2) with Russia. Brother Thomas wrote that Magog was the Germanic 
territories and modern Russia (Elpis Israel, pp. 445-6). Josephus saw Magog 
as Scythian. An ancient map from the Greek geographers Hecateus, 
Herodotus and Eratosthenes (circa 800-250 BC) shows Scythia and Magog 
to the extreme north of Israel, and further extends Scythia to eastern Asia 
(see MAP 18).   
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MAP 1 

This raises the question, “To what extent can one associate modern China 
with the ancient Scythian land, and therefore link China with Russian 
Magog?” Flavius Josephus wrote in the Antiquities of the Jews – Book 1, 
regarding the interval of 3833 years from the Creation to the death of Isaac. 
In Chapter 6, he describes how every nation was denominated from their 
first inhabitants, and in paragraph 1 writes that in the mid-third century BC, 
“Magog founded those that from him were named Magogites; but who are 
by the Greeks called Scythians.” Looking at MAP 1, it appears the Eastern 
Ocean is likely the Pacific Ocean and thus it was generally understood in 
the days of Ezekiel that a portion, if not all, of what we call China was 
known as Scythia.   

At the time of Ezekiel’s writings (circa 550 BC), the lands to the far north 
may have been in transition via assimilation: and the Magogites’ identity, in 
time, disappeared in favor of the more dominant neighboring Scythians. Or 
is it possible Ezekiel chose the Hebrew name and not the Greek name for 
the region in his writings? According to the British Museum exhibit of May 
2017, “The Scythians were a group of ancient tribes of nomadic warriors 
who originally lived in what is now southern Siberia. Their culture 
flourished from around 900 BC to around 200 BC, by which time they had 
extended their influence all over Central Asia – from China to the northern 
Black Sea.” This is supported by MAP 29 prepared by the Greek historian 
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Herodotus (490/480-425 B.C.) shown below (note Scythia in the upper-
center).   

 

MAP 2 – Europe and Asia, 5th Century BC 

One can see the possibility that the prophetic Magog of Ezekiel’s day 
might have been known as the Scythians of later years, and that these 
Scythians at their zenith incorporated much of today’s China. Is it 
possible that Gog of the land of Magog might be the leader of the Magog-
Scythia territories at the time of the end? Or, is it that China is just the 
influencer and enabler as suggested previously, or is it both? This is all food 
for thought as we in the 21st Century try to understand the unfolding of 
Yahweh’s purpose as revealed by the prophecies of old.   

                                                            Scott Cram, Richmond VA 

___________________________ 
1 

The Evolving Israel-China Relationship, 2019 Rand Corp. Report. 
2 BBC News live radio interview, Nov 30, 2021, by George Bowden 
3 John Thomas, The Herald of the Future Age xx 1848 Vol. 4, page 216 
4 https://faculty.biu.ac.il/~barilm/articles/publications/publications0127.pdf. 
5 WSJ 17 August, 2019, REVIEW Section page C1. 
6 IRIB News, How Tehran Fits into a Russia-China Strategy article 10 Aug 2019. 
7 WSJ 30 July 2019 Global View commentary. 
8 Source: Bible Fellowship Union, Jacob’s Trouble by A.O. Hudson, 1942. 
9 Source: mapcollection.wordpress.com, Ancient – Map Collection, Alec Cook. 
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   An Appeal for Articles on Apologetics      

As is addressed later in this issue, Brother Bill Farrar, the Advocate’s 
Associate Editor for the Apologetics Section, unexpectedly fell asleep in 
Christ on December 27, 2021. Brother Bill had a unique intellectual interest 
and curiosity for apologetic subjects, which he often wrote and spoke on in 
defense of Christianity and the Bible. Apologetics (from the Greek 
ἀπολογία, “speaking in defense”) is the discipline of defending doctrines 
through argument, discourse, and proofs. As Scriptural apologists, we must 
promote “intelligent design” in a manner that refutes atheism and 
agnosticism, and thus promotes Christian theism.   

Our challenge is that the cultural environment of our day has been so 
transformed that it has become  acceptable for many to think of Christianity 
and intelligent design as a delusion. Our society has overwhelmingly 
embraced a materialistic, humanistic, and naturalistic outlook that sees the 
natural order as simply an outworking of blind physical forces. Life, 
consciousness, and language, to say nothing of truth, beauty, and goodness, 
are thus seen simply as by-products of a material world that at its base 
knows no God, no moral structure, no intelligent design. The task of 
Christadelphian apologetics is then to enlighten the current cultural 
environment with the truth and facts of creation, and thus render it more 
open to faith in Christ and the message of the Bible.    

The tendency of people today to side with the views of the dominant culture 
is why intelligent design and apologetics is given so little attention. By any 
objective standard, intelligent design proponents have the better arguments, 
convincingly refuting Darwinism. Still, Christian apologists – those active in 
this field outside of the Christadelphian community – have mainly been in 
the business of playing defense when they need to be on the offense. The 
task then is to burrow into that predominant worldview and refute those 
false beliefs that hold such truths as the creation and resurrection to be 
fables.  

Our appeal is to our subscribers who might contribute to Bible truth 
through apologetic articles addressing intelligent design, geared to 
influence and strengthen belief and faith in the Word of God. Intelligent 
design can be understood and promoted through Christian apologetics 
arguing that the science underlying “design” renders our cultural 
environment more open to faith. Please contact the editor if you have an 
interest in  apologetics and would like to contribute.  

For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strong holds; casting down imaginations, and every high 

APOLOGETICS 
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thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ (2 Corinthians 10:4-5). 

                              The Christadelphian Advocate Publishing Committee 

(Some of the descriptions and suggestions addressed above were taken from 
a talk delivered on November 20, 2021 in Denton, Texas by Bill Dembski, 
titled “Making Apologetics an Effective Instrument for Cultural 
Engagement.”)  

https://billdembski.com/culture/apologetics-effective-instrument-cultural-
engagement/ 

Why is Immigration to Israel a Matter of Interest to 
Christadelphians? 

Israel’s 2021 Immigration Numbers Near Pre-pandemic Heights: 
Immigration Minister Pnina Tamano-Shata announced Sunday that 27,000 
new immigrants will have made Israel their home by the end of 2021. This 
marks a significant increase compared to 2020, which saw the number of 
people making Aliyah drop to 22,000 due to the COVID pandemic. “We are 
seeing a trend especially in France and 
the US where there is a spike in 
requests to make Aliyah,” adding that 
the ministry managed to surpass its 
goal of 25,000 new immigrants this 
year.   
This year saw a 50% rise in the 
number of immigrants from Argentina 
compared to last year. The number of 
US immigrants increased by no less 
than 34% compared to 2020. 
Immigration from France has also 
seen a significant increase of 41% 
compared to 2020. In addition, about 
7,000 are expected to arrive from Russia and another 2,800 from Ukraine.  

In 2017, the number was slightly higher reaching 29,000 new immigrants, 
while in 2018 that number reached 30,000, and in 2019 – the peak year, the 
number of immigrants reached 35,000.  

             (Itamar Eichner, published by Ynetnews on December 12, 2021) 

CURRENT EVENTS 
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Again we ask: why is immigration to Israel a matter of interest to 
Christadelphians? As the above snippet indicates, since 2017 some 
143,000 immigrants are reported to have made aliyah (immigration of Jews 
from other nations to Israel). The reasons and motivations for Jews to 
immigrate to Israel are numerous, their safety being perhaps their foremost 
concern. Let us consider some background to this issue as well as some of 
the more prominent motivations given by Jews returning to their ancestorial 
homeland.     

“In 1950, Israel’s Knesset passed a remarkable law – The Law of 
Return – which began with a few simple words that defined Israel’s central 
purpose: ‘Every Jew has the right to immigrate to this country…’ With the 
inception of the State of Israel, two thousand years of wandering were 
officially over. Since then, Jews have been entitled to simply show up and 
request to be Israeli citizens, assuming they posed no imminent danger to 
public health, state security, or the Jewish people as a whole. Essentially, all 
Jews everywhere are Israeli citizens by right. In 1970, Israel took another 
historic step by granting automatic citizenship not only to Jews, but also to 
their non-Jewish children, grandchildren, spouses, and to the non-Jewish 
spouses of their children and grandchildren. This addition not only ensured 
that families would not be broken apart, but also promised a safe haven in 
Israel for non-Jews subject to persecution because of their Jewish 
roots.”                                                            (archive.jewishagency.org) 

Historical Background: For centuries Jerusalem had been the focus of 
longing by Jews forced from their homeland and their Temple. In the 
nineteenth century most Jews lived scattered throughout the countries of the 
Diaspora. Return to the land of Israel was a recurring theme in Jewish 
prayers, which we understand traditionally concluded with the words – 
“next year in Jerusalem” (Aliyah being only a national aspiration). In 1827, 
there was said to be no more than 500 Jews in Palestine. The Ottoman 
Empire annulled the Hadrian Edict in 1856, which from Roman times had 
forbidden Jews to live there. Large-scale immigration of Jews to 
Palestine began in 1882, but the land was for the most part desolate and 
many returned to their host countries. In 1897, due in large part to Theodor 
Herzl’s publication Der Judenstaat (The Jewish State), which advocated for 
a Jewish state in Israel; as well as in response to the First Zionist Congress 
held in Basle, Switzerland that same year; the nationalist immigration 
movement to redeem and rebuild Zion was on! Since the establishment of 
the State of Israel in 1948, Israel’s population has never stopped growing.  

As of September 2021, Israel and its adjacent territories are occupied by 
6,829,000 Jewish citizens – 72.6% of the total Israeli population of 
9,408,100 (https://www.jewishagency.org). The worldwide Jewish 
population is estimated at 15.2 million; which is 0.19% of the estimated 
7.89 billion worldwide population.  
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In that Jewish lineage provides the right to Israeli citizenship, Aliyah 
has both a secular and a religious significance. Generations of religious 
Jews associate Aliyah with the coming of the Messiah, who they have 
prayed and watched for to redeem the land of Israel from Gentile rule and to 
return world Jewry to their ancient homeland. Aliyah to previously Turkish 
controlled Palestine consisted of some 500,000 Jews immigrating to the land 
of “Israel” over the 57 year period from 1882 to 1939. Note that:      

- From 1948 until the early 1970s, around 900,000 Jews from Arab lands 
left, fled, or were expelled from various Arab nations. 

- About one-third of Iranian Jews immigrated to Israel (an estimated 
70,000 between 1948 and 1978). 

- From Israel’s establishment in 1948 to the “Six-Day War” in 1967, 
Aliyah from the Soviet Union and post-Soviet States remained minimal: 
only about 22,000 Soviet Jews managed to reach Israel. In 1989 a 
record 71,000 Soviet Jews were granted exodus from the USSR, of 
whom only 12,117 immigrated to Israel. 

- From 2000 to 2009, more than 13,000 French Jews immigrated to Israel, 
largely in response to growing anti-Semitism in the country.   

- More than 200,000 North American immigrants live in Israel. There has 
been a steady flow of immigration from North America since Israel’s 
inception in 1948. (Aliyah – en.wikipedia.org)  

Immigration Motivations: 

• Aliyah is the realization of the Zionist dream 

• Anti-Semitic prejudice, violence, and terror-attacks against Jews  

• Israel’s attractiveness as a place to live and do business 

•   Idealism and the awakening of one’s Jewish identity 

• Ethiopian Jews in refugee camps seeking a better life    

• To escape socioeconomic and limited opportunities in their home 
country 

• Scientists, academics and related professionals seeking advancement 

opportunities  

• Left-wingers whose views run strongly counter to the Israeli 

governments who want to live in the Jewish state and fight for a 

different future 

• Finally, known or unknown to them … God is calling them! 

Regardless of the immigrants’ motivations and Israel’s openness to further 
immigration, the continual return of God’s chosen people and the additional 
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housing needed to accommodate them will further fuel the anger and hatred 
of Israel by the Palestinians, the anti-Semites, as well as the United Nations. 
Still, everything is proceeding as predetermined and arranged by our 
Heavenly Father; thus we Christadelphians are further strengthened as we 
witness with our own eyes the ongoing progress of God’s sure Word:   

Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be 
said, The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt; But, The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from 
the land of the north, and from all the lands whither he had driven them: 
and I will bring them again into their land that I gave unto their fathers. 
Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the LORD, and they shall fish 
them; and after will I send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from 
every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks 
(Jeremiah 16:14-16).   

                                                                      Jim Washeck, St. Peters, MO  

ECCLESIAL NEWS  

News items must be received no later than six weeks prior to the 
intended issue. Ecclesial news may be sent to Sister Kathy 
Washeck at kwasheck@hotmail.com. Ecclesial news is also 
posted on a password-protected section of The Christadelphian 
Advocate’s website. The current password is ecclesia. The 
website is www.christadelphianadvocate.org. 

Central Florida Ecclesia – We are sad to report the falling asleep of 
Brother Adrian Mohabir on December 16, 2021 after a painful struggle with 
cancer. Brother Adrian is the son of Brother James and Sister Maureen/
Elaine Mohabir of our ecclesia. Brother Adrian was baptized into the saving 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Randolph ecclesia, where he was raised 
and spent his early years. He now awaits in sleep the return of his Lord who 
is the resurrection and the life. Our prayers go out to his extended family 
and friends whom he leaves behind. May his rest be short. 

                                                                                             Dan Stanton  

Austin, Texas Circle Drive Ecclesia – It is with great joy that we announce 
the baptism of Mackenzie Cude on August 22, 2021. She is the daughter of 
Brother Ian and Sister Jennifer Cude; the sister of Brother Ben Cude; 
granddaughter of Brother Mike and Sister Judy Cude and Sister Joann 
Hancock; great-granddaughter of Sister Ann Cude, Brother Arles and Sister 
Thelma Wood, and Brother Martin and Sister Ermel Hancock; and great-
great granddaughter of Brother Jesse and Sister Cora Wood and Brother 
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Harry and Sister Lavonia Glendening. Mackenzie began learning the Truth 
while attending Sunday School and meeting in the San Antonio ecclesia, 
along with gatherings and Bible Schools throughout the Unamended 
Community. For the last five years, Mackenzie attended the Austin Ecclesia 
in person and then virtually since the beginning of the current pandemic. 
Through her Bible studies, prayerful consideration and realization of the 
lack of what the world has to offer, Mackenzie felt called to be baptized. 
Brother Ronnie Mansour, Brother Don Holder and Brother Jimmy Barrett 
met with Mackenzie at which time she gave a good confession of her faith 
and belief in the things concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of 
Jesus Christ. Mackenzie was baptized in the waters of the Pedernales River 
near the Hye Bible School grounds. Brother Jimmy Barrett extended the 
right hand of fellowship to her during Sunday Meeting at Hye. It was a 
joyous occasion witnessed by many brothers and sisters of the Austin, Hye 
and San Antonio ecclesias.   

                                                             Travis Glass  

Mountain Grove Christadelphian Chapel, Burlington, ON – The 
Mountain Grove Ecclesia is pleased to inform our community that Brother 
Jonathan Farrar and Sister Rachel Ghent were united in marriage on 
December 18, 2021 at the family home of Brother Alan and Sister Marsha 
Ghent. It is a blessing when single members of our community are able to be 
joined together as life-mates for one another in the Lord. We pray for God’s 
blessing on their marriage, that they might be heirs together of the grace of 
God. Sister Rachel has transferred her membership from the Toronto North 
ecclesia to our ecclesia. We warmly welcome her to our congregation and 
look forward to the contribution which she makes to our fellowship. 

                                                                                         James Farrar  

Woodstock, Ontario Ecclesia – It is with great sadness that we announce 
the unexpected falling asleep of Brother William Henry (Bill) Farrar on 
Monday December 27, 2021. Our Brother Bill was well known in the 
Christadelphian community. He was baptized into the saving name of Jesus 
Christ in 1971 and has spent the last 50 years proclaiming the veracity of the 
Scriptures and the truth of the creation. He has given exhortations, lectures 
and classes all over the United States and Canada. Our brother touched 
many people with his concern for their personal welfare including helping 
Christadelphian refugees from Iran. Brother Bill will leave a large gap in our 
little ecclesia in Woodstock and will be greatly missed by his family – Sister 
Judy, sons Nathan (Raquel) and Matthew (Emily), four grandchildren, and 
the wider Christadelphian community. We pray our brother’s sleep in the 
Lord will be short and that he will hear those welcome words “enter thou 
into the joy of the Lord” upon the return of Jesus Christ. 

                                                                                         Gord Welshman 
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Arlington, VA Ecclesia – It is with sorrow that we announce the death of 
Brother Harold Lafferty, 93, on December 27, 2021. His faith was the most 
important aspect of his life; he was a biblical scholar and lecturer, and 
taught classes at Bible schools across the country. His passion was Biblical 
prophecy, and he published a prophecy newsletter until his death. As a tour 
facilitator and leader, he set up and led several tours to Israel and the Middle 
East, sharing his knowledge of the land and Bible. Brother Harold is 
survived by his wife Phyllis, his daughter Sister Lindsey Lafferty, his son 
Joel (Colleen), and his grandson Ben. 

It is with gladness that we announce the baptism of one of our Sunday 
School students, Meredith Midgett, on November 28, 2021. Meredith is 
the daughter of Brother Jonathan and Sister Corina Midgett.   

                                                                                           Judy Risdon 

The morning of Monday December 27, 2021 was a sad day that brought 
news of unexpected deaths: Brother William (“Bill”) Farrar and Brother 
Harold Lafferty. Both of these brethren used their lives in service to the 
Lord and fell asleep in Christ about an hour apart in the sure hope of the 
resurrection of the dead. Both brothers were regular contributors to The 
Advocate, with Brother Bill recently serving as the Apologetics Associate 
Editor. Their scholarship and zeal for God’s Word will be deeply missed. 

Brother Bill Farrar succumbed to a fatal heart attack while out for his early 
morning run near his home; and Brother Harold Lafferty succumbed to 
injuries sustained in a fatal car accident in Hagerstown, MD where he lived. 
Both brothers had an intensity about their service to the Christadelphian 
community up until their last day. 

Brother Harold was born in June 1928 and was baptized on June 16, 1946 
in the waters of Cedar Creek at Martinville, Arkansas. He was a faithful 
servant of Christ for over 75 years. He was 93 years old at the time of his 
falling asleep in Christ. Brother Harold was active throughout his adult life 
as a teacher and writer, having given many lessons and talks at gatherings 
and Bible schools. Over the course of his life, he served in many ecclesias 
including North Little Rock, AR; Richmond Hall and Arlington VA; 
Lancaster, PA; Hamilton, ON; and Chicago, IL. 

Brother Bill was born in March 1951 and was baptized 20 years later in 
March 1971. He was a few months short of 50 years serving his Lord. 
Brother Bill was a member of the Hamilton West Avenue ecclesia (now 
Mountain Grove Ecclesia in Burlington) until 2009, when he and his wife 

THE FALLING ASLEEP OF TWO BELOVED BRETHREN  
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Sister Judith transferred their membership to the Woodstock ecclesia where 
he attended until he fell asleep. Brother Bill wrote a series of papers in the 
1970s called “Reason and Revelation,” the longest of which addressed the 
witness of Israel to the truth of the Bible. Brother Bill was 70 years old.  

Our sincere sympathies are extended to the families of these brothers who 
now sleep in Jesus; remembering our responsibilities to those who are 
widows. While we sorrow at their loss, it is not as for others that have no 
hope. 

It is not possible to capture in a few words the scope of activities in 
which these brothers ministered, some known and some in the 
background and out of view:  

• Brother Harold engaged in the publication 
of  The Prophecy Letter (TPL) for over 32 
years in addition to his more recent 
distribution of Splinters, Study Notes, and 
general news/Scriptural items, not to leave 
out his leading multiple tours to Israel and 
other parts of the Middle East. He led his 
most recent tour in September 2018, when he 
was 90 years old. We remember Brother 
Harold especially for his love of Israel and 
his passion for prophecy. Brother Harold had 
a deep love of the Scriptures that he conveyed through his gifts as 
a writer and speaker. 

• Brother Bill had a unique intellectual 
curiosity for two apologetics subjects in 
particular, on which he frequently wrote and 
spoke, that were relevant to the defense of 
the Bible. The first was understanding the 
complexity of the origin of life and the 
certainty that it arose from the exercise of 
God’s mind and power as revealed in the 
Bible. The second was the authenticity of the 
Gospel records as confirmed by internal and 
external evidences. 

It is written in the Scriptures, And I heard a voice from heaven saying, Write 
this: Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth 
(Revelation 14:13). The Lord has granted both these beloved brothers rest 
from their labors. May we who remain continue to receive benefit from their 
work in those things they have written and in their talks that have been 
recorded. The Scriptures speak of the “rest that remaineth to the people of 
God” (Hebrews 4:9-11). This rest is not the sleep of death, but life in the 
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AS THE DAY APPROACHES 

millennial age when the redeemed join with Christ as heirs together to assist 
in renewing the earth to the glory of God. May our brothers be granted 
God’s grace to continue the work of our Lord in the Kingdom.                                                                     

                            The Christadelphian Advocate Publishing Committee   

QUOTATION: “Especially in terms of moral values, the socialism of the 
West uses pretexts like ‘anti-discrimination,’ ‘value-neutrality,’ or ‘political 
correctness’ to attack basic moral discernment. This is equivalent to an   
attempt to eliminate morality as such. The result is a  reverse discrimination 
against those who believe in God and aspire to moral elevation, with the 
goal of marginalizing  them.” Freedom of Speech and the Gospel, January 
17, 2021 (www.BIBLEintheNEWS.com) 

To Our Readers: We are always on the lookout for news snippets that 
reflect the prophesied signs of the times that we are told to watch for 
(Matthew 25:13). These few examples below reflect the many that serve to 
alert us to the dangers that we need to be aware of, thereby strengthening 
and directing us to walk that strait and narrow path to the Kingdom. Below 
find a number of headlines that reflect the values of the unbelieving world 
around us, which have come to the editor’s attention in the past months.     

Harvard University Hires Atheist to be Chief University Chaplain: 

Christian School Cancels Chaplain for Not Supporting LGTB Agenda: 

Pope Endorses Same-Sex Civil Unions: 

No Cartoon Can Escape the LGTB Agenda: 

Post-Christian Christmas: 

Witchcraft, Islam, and Humanism are Filling the Spiritual Void: 

Americans With “No Religion” Increased by 266% Over the Last 
Three Decades:  

LGBT Activists and Mainstream Media Slam Christian COVID Aid:                                        

The Coming Cyber Winter: 

The Decline of the Traditional American Family: 

Anti-Defamation League Reports Sharp Increase in Cyber Hate: 

“Progressive” Pastors Abandon Scripture: 

Networks Change Their Toon [cartoon] for Pride Month:    

Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free  
course, and be glorified… and that we may be delivered from unreasonable 
and wicked men: for all men have not faith. But the Lord is faithful, who 
shall establish you, and keep you from evil (2 Thessalonians 3:1-3). 
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(3) A third surprise which has come to light is that 
the mechanical design of the sponge approaches 
the absolute optimal which can be achieved 
theoretically from a “strength achieved to a 
materials required” computation. The sponge’s 
configuration is significantly superior to man’s 
ideas which have been used for centuries in 
designing building structures (see Eiffel Tower 
photo).  

“We found that the sponge’s diagonal 
reinforcement strategy achieves the highest 
buckling resistance for a given amount of material, 
which means that we can build stronger and more 
resilient structures by intelligently rearranging 
existing material within the structure, says 
Matheus Fernandes, first author of the paper in the 

journal Nature Materials… The research showed that the paired parallel 
crossed-diagonal structure improved overall structural strength by more 
than 20%, without the need to add additional material to achieve this 
effect.” 

“In many fields, such as aerospace engineering, the strength-to-weight ratio 
of a structure is critically important,” says James Weaver, a corresponding 
author. “This biologically-inspired geometry could provide a roadmap for 
designing lighter, stronger structures for a wide range of 
applications.” (https://cosmosmagazine.com/technology/taking-building-
tips-from-a-glass-sponge, September 23, 2020)      

The details explaining the experiments demonstrating the superiority of the 
structure of this sponge over man-made designs can be followed on a video 
from Harvard University found here: (https://devicematerials 
community.nature.com/posts/marine-sponges-inspire-the-next-generation-of
-skyscrapers-and-bridges-bioinspired-architecture-could-pave-the-way-for-
stronger-lighter-structures, September 21, 2020). 

To conclude: This sponge has many other remarkable features, but three 
which stand out are: (1) Its ability to turn sand into glass at cold 
temperatures; (2) Its light-transmitting properties through its glass spicules, 
which are superior to man-made fibre-optic cables; and, (3) Its structure 
which optimizes structural strength to materials required, which could 
become the basis for more efficient buildings and spacecraft. Truly, can 
there be any question as to the origin of these remarkably sophisticated 
technological marvels found at the bottom of the ocean in a humble sponge?         

                                                   (Arranged and contributed by Bill Farrar)  
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 Taking Building Tips from a Glass Sponge  

As man’s technology has become increasingly more sophisticated over the 
past several decades, routinely, the “technology” of living organisms has 
been found to be superior to human “high-tech” advances. One organism 
that has attracted a great deal of attention has been the Venus Flower 
Basket, a sponge found in the deep ocean off the coast of the Philippines, 
among other locations. There is enormous literature on this organism, which 
a Google search will quickly reveal. Some interesting facts about this 
sponge are as follows: 

(1)  It is made of glass, the same 
substance found in window panes. 
While man requires temperatures 
of about 1700°C to convert silicon 
dioxide (sand) to glass, this sea 
sponge, in very cold deep ocean 
waters is designed to function as 
follows: 

“When quartz (Silicon DiOxide) 
comes in contact with sea water, a 
slow reaction takes place. The 
reaction produces Silisic acid 
(H4SiO4). The sponge, Euplectella 
aspergillum, can extract that Silisic 
acid from the sea water. It can 
produce silica inside its body from 
the acid. That silica is nothing but pure glass.” (http://www.allfive 
oceans.com/2017/06/venuss-flower-basket.html) 

(2) This sponge has bioluminescent bacteria living within it. Being made of 
glass, it transmits the light from these bacteria very brightly, becoming a 
beacon in the darkness on the ocean floor. It has come as a great surprise 
that the spicules of this sponge actually transmit light more efficiently than 
modern fibre-optic cables, while also being far more flexible, able to bend 
in the water, something man-made glass cannot match. 

Venus Flower Baskets: “Modern technology cannot yet compete with some 
of the sophisticated optical systems possessed by biological organisms. 
Here we show that the spicules of the deep-sea ‘glass’ sponge Euplectella 
have remarkable fibre-optical properties, which are surprisingly similar to 
those of commercial telecommunications fibres – except that the spicules 
themselves are formed under normal ambient [i.e., low temperatures – ed] 
conditions and have some technological advantages over man-made 
versions.” (Nature, Volume 424, pages 899-900, 21/08/2003) 

                                                        Continued on IBC 

 


