
WHAT IS DEATH? 
If "death is the voice that Jesus sends to call us to his arms," is it not a 

friend, a blessing? and should we not look and long for it as a welcome visitor? 
But the Scriptures teach that death is an enemy, "even the last enemy that is 
to be destroyed" (1 Cor. 15:26). If it be true that death is the "gate to glory" (as 
"orthodoxy" teaches), seeing the Scriptures teach that it is an enemy to be 
destroyed, does it not follow that when Christ destroys death he will destroy 
the "gate to glory?" If death be both the liberation of the immortal soul from this 
"mortal coil" and the "gate to endless joy," then are we not indebted to sin for 
our liberation and for the gate to endless joy, in view of the fact that the 
Scriptures teach that sin brought death into the world?-Rom. 5:12. 

Death, philologically, is "that state of being, animal or , 
particularly of an animal, in which there is total and permanent cessation 
vital functions."--WEBSTER. 
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Death, Scripturally, is that condition of being in which there is total cessation 
of life ("Thou shalt die and not live"--lsa. 38:1), ("In that very day his thoughts 
perish"--Psa. 146:4), in short, of all the vital functions ("The dead know not 
anything"--Eccl. 9:5). . 

Theology teaches that "death is the gate to endless joy," and the Scriptures 
teach that the devil has the power of death (Heb. 2:14). Now if both be true, 
then the devil has the power of the "gate to endless joy," which is too absurd to 
entertain for a moment. Which then shall we accept? "Let God be true though 
all men be liars." Why will people be duped? and why will the clergy deceive, 
by declaring that "death is the voice that Jesus sends to call us to his arms," 
when the Bible so plainly speaks of death as an enemy which Christ came to 
abolish? (2 Tim. 1:10). Why will intelligent people believe that the dead are 
"not dead but gone before," which is a reechoing of the lie uttered bythe 
serpent ("Ye shall not surely die"), when the Bible declares that we shall surely 
die (Gen. 2:17)? that "in death there is no remembrance" (Psa. 625), that when 
a man dies his thoughts perish" (Psa. 146:4) that "the dead know not anything, 
but go down into silence" (Psa. 115:17)? Why, we ask, will the clergy continue 
to teach such things, if it be not that they have made a covenant with death 
and entered into agreement with hell?" They have "made a covenant with 
death" to preach it as their best friend-one that will transmit them to "the 
courts where angels dwell," and they have entered into agreement with hell 
(Sheol), or the grave, to preach it as being satisfied with the body, while the 
soul is allowed to escape to realms of bliss. 

Reader, shun these profane and vain babblings of so-called orthodoxy, and 
accept God's word which, while it is in harmony with natural facts, treats death 
as the cessation of life, offers you a resurrection from the dead, While it 
teaches that man is mortal (Job 4:17), offers you immortality upon the condi- 
tion that you "by a patient continuance in well doing seek for it" (Rom. 2:7). Of 
course, as long as you allow yourself to be deluded with the theory of the 



mortality of the soul you will not have any use for the gospel, which has 
"brought life and immortality to light" (2 Tim. 1:10), neither will you be apt to 
seek for that which you believe you are in possession of. The tradition of the 
religious world say: 

i "l'll praise my maker with my breath, 
And when my voice is lost in death 
Praise shall my nobler powers employ." 

But the Bible says: "In death there is no remembrance of thee; in the grave 
who shall give thee thanks" (Psa. 6:5)? that "the dead praise not the Lord, 
neither any that go down into silence (Psa. 115:17). Tradition says: "What we 
do not know now we shall know when we die." But the Bible says: "The dead 
know not anything, * * * , 
perished" (Ecd. 9:5,6). Tradition says when a man dies: 

their love and their hatred, and their end, is now 

"Up to the courts where angels dwell 
It mounts triumphant there, 
Or devils plunge it down to hell, 
In infinite despair." 

But the Bible says that when a man dies "His breath goethe forth, he returneth 
to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish'L-Psa. 146:4. 

Tradition says: 
"A charge to keep I have, 
A God to glorify, 
A never-dying soul to save 
And fit it for the sky." 

But the Bible, instead of saying that the soul is "never-dying," says: "The soul 
that sinneth it shall die" (Ezek. 18:4,20), and instead of saying that the soul 
goes to the sky, it says: "God will redeem my soul from the power of the 
grave" Psa. 49:15. 

Tradition says that the dead are "not dead, but gone before," but the Bible 
says of the faithful: "These all died in faith, not having received the promises 
(Heb. 11:13), and that if there is no resurrection of the dead, then they "that 
are fallen asleep in Christ have perished" (1 Cor. 15:18). 

Tradition makes the word of God of none effect. For if the wicked go to their 
punishment at death and the righteous go to their reward, what need would 
there be for a resurrection? 

Tradition says men are recompensed at death, but the Bible says they shall 
be "recompensed at the resurrection of the just" (Luke 14:14). 

Death, then, is the cessation of life, resulting in dissolution, and resurrection 
is the re-formation of man and the renewing of life. 
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