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He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. 
Jeremiah 23:28 

ALERT: The following editorial addresses the plague of pornography 
within our society and its impact upon men, women, and children. It 
specifically addresses the process leading to addiction, as well as the 
negative and devastating consequences of that addiction in a direct and 
straightforward manner. We offer this review in the hope that it will both 
enlighten and strengthen believers’ resolve to avoid it at all costs, as 
well as to be better informed in order to advise, counsel, and address 
questions / situations that may arise.             

The Plague of Pornography 

As has been addressed within the Advocate in past issues, our society 
has become addicted to media, and the mainstream media is controlled 
by liberal and globalist change agents who believe it is their duty to 
direct the beliefs and behavior of the populace. Consider the following 
quotes from two past media pundits: 

“If we can start changing attitudes in this country, we can start changing 
behavior.” – Grant Tinker, Former Chairman NBC TV  

“Objectivity is a fallacy...there are different opinions, but you don’t give 
them equal weight.” – Robert Bazell, NBC News  

It is painfully clear that the media elites’ strategy has been effective in 
changing the attitudes, values, and behavior of the general public. We need 
only look at the steady and dramatic reversal in public attitudes toward 
homosexuality, same-sex marriage, pornography, adultery, fornication: and 
truly, who among us would have ever imagined the elites’ promotion and 
championing of cross-dressers, trans-genders, sex realignments, and same-
sex-restrooms? Public media delivers a constant diet of “reprogramming,” 
introduced as “new, edgy or provocative,” but eventually accepted by the 
public as commonplace, leading to further levels of programming intended 
to titillate, and most significantly, alter values and attitudes. Do not the 
Apostle John’s inspired words, For all that is in the world, the lust   
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of 
the Father, but is of the world (1 John 2:16) declare a timeless truth? 

According to a June 2018 Gallup survey, 43 percent of Americans 
considered pornography to be “morally acceptable,” a spike from the 

EDITORIAL  
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previous year and the highest level since Gallup’s Values and Beliefs 
Survey began in 2011. This careless / thoughtless attitude is both dangerous 
and contrary to the reality of the plague of pornography, as we find 
addressed in the following three informative and revealing articles (with 
some abridgment due to space considerations):   

 1)  Things They Don’t Tell You Before You Start Watching Porn   

It all seemed so simple the first time you flipped through the pages of a porn 
magazine or clicked a link on the internet to see a video. You thought, “This 
can’t be a bad thing. I'll only look 
for a few minutes.” But then a few 
minutes turned into an hour, then 
an afternoon, and then a whole 
day. Then another day. Before 
long, you were hooked. Porn 
became a consuming desire that 
was almost always on your mind. 

But nobody told you where your 
porn usage would lead. They 
didn’t tell you the high price you 
would pay in so many areas of 
your life. Here are some things 
that you probably wish you knew before you started watching porn: 

• It changes your brain. 

When you’re watching porn, it is not simply your eyes that are involved. 
Instead of forming a connection to a person, your brain ends up “bonding” 
to a pornographic experience: your brain remembers where the sexual high 
was experienced. Dopamine is one of the powerful chemicals that drive the 
reward center of the brain. Viewing porn causes dopamine levels to rise and 
fall, creating the desire for more stimulation. 

• It will affect your relationships. 

You may think your porn viewing is only affecting you. Unfortunately, it 
changes your relationships with your children, family, friends, and many 
other people, especially your wife. Research shows that porn usage is a 
major contributing factor in about half of all divorces in the United States. 
Porn breaks the bond of trust  and sets unrealistic standards of performance. 
Sexual addiction is not a thing to be taken lightly. It is a destroyer of 
relationships.  

conquerseries.com – 5 Things They Don’t Tell You Before You Start 
Watching Porn   
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2)  Four Ways Porn is Destroying America’s Children 

The increase of pornography use and addiction among adults is a growing 
concern around the world. Sadly, it is far worse for today's children who are 
growing up in a fully connected world. Porn is devastating an entire 
generation of young people. How bad is the problem? 

Many studies report that the average age of a child’s first exposure to 
pornography is at 11 years old. However, security technology company 
Bitdefender’s research states that children under the age of 10 now comprise 
22% of online porn viewing for youth under 18 years old.   

As licensed clinical social worker Donald Huerta explains, “Many kids I 
have seen in my private practice who are struggling with an addiction to 
pornography were initially exposed to it through a friend, underwear or 
swimsuit ads,  an ad that popped up while searching the internet, or by an 
accidental click on the internet while doing homework. After the 
unintentional viewing and subsequent wrestling with guilt and shame, they 
secretively continued looking for the pictures or movies that held similar 
images and became more intentional in their searches for it.” 

Over a quarter (26%) of 13 to 17 year-old-teenagers admit to viewing 
pornography at least once a week. 
“Never before in the history of 
telecommunication media in the 
United States has so much 
indecent and obscene material 
been so easily accessible by so 
many minors, in so many 
American homes, with so few 
restrictions.” (U.S. Department of 
Justice) In view of such 
staggering statistics, how does 
porn harm children? 

• Viewing pornography affects their attitudes and values. 

Consider how easy it is for advertisers to influence our behavior to buy a 
product with just a short television ad. Similarly, a very brief viewing of 
pornography can influence a child’s attitudes about sex, women, and other 
values. The American Bar Association reports, “Excessive media use, 
particularly where the content is violent, gender-stereotyped, and/or sexually 
explicit, skews children’s world view, increases high-risk behaviors, and 
alters their capacity for successful and sustained human relationships.” 

• Porn interferes with their development and self-identity. 

Pornography alters a child’s normal personality development process related 
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to their sexuality, their body, and sense of self. “During certain critical 
periods of childhood, a child’s brain is being programmed for sexual 
orientation,” reports ProtectKids. “During this period, the mind appears to 
be developing a ‘hardwire’ for what the person will be aroused by or 
attracted to. Exposure to healthy sexual norms and attitudes during this 
critical period can result in the child developing a healthy sexual 
orientation. In contrast, if there is exposure to pornography during this 
period, sexual deviance may become imprinted on the child’s ‘hard drive’ 
and become a permanent part of his or her sexual orientation.” Children 
learn a considerable amount by imitating what they see other people do.  

• Children are not emotionally or physically able to handle 

pornography. 

When children view unfamiliar people engaging in sex acts, it becomes an 
overwhelming and frightening experience that they cannot comprehend. 
According to the Association for Natural Psychology, “Pornography, as well 
as exposure to sexual innuendo in movies for pre-teens, can evoke emotions 
of worry and confusion. More often than not, children have no one, with the 
exception of equally confused peers, with whom to discuss what they’ve 
seen.” 

• Porn may cause children to act out sexually. 

Since children often imitate what they’ve seen, some studies show that 
pornography may lead them to act out sexually among smaller and more 
vulnerable children. ProtectKids explains, “Over 66 percent of the males and 
40 percent of the females reported wanting to try out some of the sexual 
behaviors they had witnessed. Among high schoolers, 31 percent of the 
males and 18 percent of the females admitted actually doing some of the 
things they had seen in the pornography within a few days after exposure.” 
Young people are also more likely to engage in sexting photos or messages 
on their mobile phones, which can leave them exposed to cyber-bullying.  

                                                      Prophecy News Watch, May 22, 2018 

3)  One Wrong Click – How Pornography Can Change a Life 

If you are indifferent about the crisis of pornography, the New York Times 
can change that almost instantly. The paper jolted an entire nation into 
caring last year with its jarring exposé, “What Teenagers are Learning from 
Online Porn.” What kids think is normal will shock and sober you because 
these aren’t Playboy magazines stashed under a teenage boy’s bed. These 
are raw, violent, and nauseating videos that they don’t have to sneak into a 
store for. Every time they hold a cell phone or log on to a laptop, the door is 
open to a life-changing experience that could kill the relationships in their 
lives forever. 
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Girls talk about learning how to “perform” from what they see online, using 
the scenes like a study guide. The boys’ stories are even more disturbing. 
They talk about aggressively hurting, choking, and punishing women as if 
it’s routine. “Women in porn like it,” one said; so they assume all women 
do. They don’t realize that these are actors who are being exploited for an 
industry that’s tied to the dark world of sex trafficking, domestic violence, 
child abuse, and abortion. They don’t realize that this is a sinister trade that 
is teaching men to dehumanize women, leading spouses to stray from 
marriages, and killing love and intimacy the world over. 

                                         Family Research Council, December 27, 2019 

A final consideration is the confession of Ted Bundy, one of 
America’s most brutal serial killers and rapists. He admitted to 30 
homicides between 1974 and 1978 (the actual count is unknown). All of his 
victims were young women. He was put to death in a Florida prison electric 
chair on January 24, 1989. The night before his death Bundy was 
interviewed. In one segment, Bundy talked about the effect his pornography 
addiction had on his life. “Like most other kinds of addiction,” he said, “I 
would keep looking for more potent, more explicit, more graphic kinds of 
material… something which gives you a greater sense of excitement, until 
you reach the point that pornography only goes so far.” Bundy added, “I've 
lived in prison a long time now. I’ve met a lot of men who were motivated 
to commit violence just like me. And without exception, every one of them 
was deeply involved in pornography. Without question, without exception, 
deeply influenced and consumed by addiction to pornography!” 

The FBI reported that porn is found at 80 percent of the scenes of violent 
sex crimes, or in the homes of the offender. Police officers say that porn use 
is one of the most common profile traits of serial murderers and rapists. 

                                              (Prophecy News Watch, November 7, 2018)       

                                                                                                                  
        Editor 

Pornography and sexual addiction is an obsession so very contrary to 
God’s will (Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9, 18; Hebrews 13:4; Jude 
1:7). Any Christadelphian caught up in this sinful behavior should seek 
help by confiding in trusted family members, ecclesial members / elders, 
or to family / Christian-based counselors trained in sexual addiction.   
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Abigail: God’s Faithful Servant 

The story of Abigail is perhaps as compelling as that of David’s most 
recognized wife, Bathsheba. The wife of a very rich man named Nabal 
when she met David, Abigail possessed beauty, intelligence, shrewdness, 
and wealth that helped David at a critical moment when he could have 
thrown away his chance at success. Abigail comes onto the scene when 
David is afraid for his life and on the run from King Saul. He had been in 
hiding, moving from place to place to avoid detection. One of David’s 
biggest problems (as well as benefit) is that he was not alone. He was trying 
to protect and provide for 600 men who had joined him (1 Samuel 23:13) 
while staying hidden from Saul. As one 
can imagine, this was no easy task. He and 
his men had been using their military 
prowess to help protect the families and 
farms of Israel from the raiding parties of 
the surrounding nations. While this was a 
noble and worthwhile cause, it did not pay 
well. However, it was a common practice 
when harvest came that those who had 
been protected would offer up some of the 
proceeds. This practice may be difficult for 
today’s reader to understand. From the 
outside looking in, it would appear that 
David was offering services that may not 
have been requested (a practice similar to 
how business owners are targeted by 
organized crime groups for unwanted 
protection). However, it appears from the dialogue between Nabal’s servant 
and Abigail, that Nabal’s servants were grateful for the protection “by night 
and day” that David’s men had provided them. Thus, reciprocation was 
requested from those who lived outside the protection of the cities and had 
benefited from their protectors.  

Now one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal’s wife, saying, “Look, David 
sent messengers from the wilderness to greet our master; and he reviled 
them. But the men were very good to us, and we were not hurt, nor did we 
miss anything as long as we accompanied them, when we were in the 
fields.  They were a wall to us both by night and day, all the time we were 
with them keeping the sheep.  Now therefore, know and consider what you 
will do, for harm is determined against our master and against all his 
household. For he is such a scoundrel that one cannot speak to him (1 
Samuel 25:14-17 NKJV). 

FEATURE ARTICLE  

 

Abigail had a strong 
knowledge of God’s 
plan, was ready to 
submit to it, and was 
willing to make it a 
reality despite the 
high likelihood that 
Saul would kill her if 
he became aware of 
her involvement. 
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Raiders would often sneak across boundary lines and plunder the 
farms of Israelite citizens who would normally have no protection 
except from their own family and hired servants. You may remember 
from Genesis 14 that even Abraham had 318 of his servants that were 
trained for conflict, who recovered Lot and his possessions when he and his 
family were taken by Chedorlaomer. Having a few hundred tough 
characters who protected your property, despite not being on the payroll, 
would be invaluable for a wealthy landowner. Whatever it took to keep 
one’s possessions safe would be well worth the price that was asked. 

Nabal is recorded in Scripture as a man who was harsh and evil 
in his doings (1 Samuel 25:3), and this ungodly attitude is apparent in his 
interaction with David’s men. When Nabal was asked to support the men 
that had protected his estate, Nabal gave David and his men a figurative 
“slap in the face:” 

Then Nabal answered David’s servants, and said, “Who is David, and 
who is the son of Jesse? There are many servants nowadays who break 
away each one from his master.  Shall I then take my bread and my water 
and my meat that I have killed for my shearers, and give it to men when I do 
not know where they are from? (1 Samuel 25:10-11 NKJV) 

How did the intelligent Abigail become wife to such a “harsh and evil” 
man? The scriptures are not clear on this, and yet, through the providence 
of Yahweh, Nabal’s rude and intemperate actions brought Abigail and 
David together at a time when David needed regional, material, and 
spiritual support. The quick intervention of Abigail teaches that when we 
have wisdom to impart, faith to share, and help to offer, we must accept the 
risks involved. She wasted no time rectifying the dangerous situation that 
her husband had caused: 

Then Abigail made haste and took two hundred loaves of bread, two skins 
of wine, five sheep already dressed, five seahs of roasted grain, one 
hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and 
loaded them on donkeys.  And she said to her servants, “Go on before me; 
see, I am coming after you.” But she did not tell her husband Nabal (1 
Samuel 25:18-19 NKJV). 

Abigail in her wisdom did not wait to see what would happen. She took full 
responsibility for the actions of her husband and sought the safety of her 
household. No one under her authority would die because of Nabal’s 
arrogance. She humbled herself and went out to David with an abundance 
of goods to pacify his fury toward her husband and family. Her words and 
actions at their meeting hold such importance from a natural and spiritual 
perspective that they deserve quoting in their entirety: 
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Now when Abigail saw David, she dismounted quickly from the donkey, fell 
on her face before David, and bowed down to the ground. So she fell at his 
feet and said: “On me, my lord, on me let this iniquity be! And please let 
your maidservant speak in your ears, and hear the words of your 
maidservant.  Please, let not my lord regard this scoundrel Nabal. For as 
his name is, so is he: Nabal is his name, and folly is with him! But I, your 
maidservant, did not see the young men of my lord whom you sent.  Now 
therefore, my lord, as the LORD lives and as your soul lives, since 
the LORD has held you back from coming to bloodshed and from   
avenging yourself with your own hand, now then, let your enemies and those 
who seek harm for my lord be as Nabal. And now this present which your 
maidservant has brought to my lord, let it be given to the young men who 
follow my lord. Please forgive the trespass of your maidservant. 
For the LORD will certainly make for my lord an enduring house, because 
my lord fights the battles of the LORD, and evil is not found in you 
throughout your days. Yet a man has risen to pursue you and seek your life, 
but the life of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with 
the LORD your God; and the lives of your enemies He shall sling out, as 
from the pocket of a sling. And it shall come to pass, when the LORD has 
done for my lord according to all the good that He has spoken concerning 
you, and has appointed you ruler over Israel, that this will be no grief to 
you, nor offense of heart to my lord, either that you have shed blood without 
cause, or that my lord has avenged himself. But when the LORD has dealt 
well with my lord, then remember your maidservant (1 Samuel 25:23-31 
NKJV). 
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These words of Abigail should not be glossed over! Not only do they 
reveal her understanding of God’s promises to David concerning his future 
kingship, but they also reveal her actions as typical of our Lord Jesus! 
Notice her reference to Yahweh making David an “enduring house” in verse 
28; David’s conquest over Goliath with a “sling” in verse 29; and the 
acknowledgment of “all the good that He has spoken concerning you, and 
has appointed you ruler over Israel” (verse 30). Abigail had an 
understanding of God’s plan, was ready to submit to it, and was willing to 
make it a reality despite the high likelihood that Saul would kill her if he 
became aware of her involvement. 

God’s judgment and Divine justice were shortly carried out when the next 
day, after her meeting with David, her husband Nabal had a stroke. Ten 
days later he died. When David heard, he sent and asked her to be his wife, 
recognizing her inner and outer beauty and that God’s will was 
accomplished through her. Through this marriage, he gained a wise partner 
and great wealth in an important region of Israel while working to garner 
support and regional solidarity for his future kingship. 

While this is an incredible story about God’s will fulfilled through 
David’s life, the most significant part of this chapter is not about David 
at all!  The true significance is that Abigail’s words and actions reflect 
the future actions of Jesus Christ as only Yahweh could design: 

• Abigail rode a donkey on the way to make atonement 

And as she rode on the donkey and came down under cover of the 
mountain, behold, David and his men came down toward her, and she 
met them (1 Samuel 25:20 ESV). 

Abigail rode on a donkey on the way to make atonement for Nabal’s sin 
much like Jesus rode on a donkey on his way to make atonement for our 
sin: And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 
Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a 
donkey’s colt! (John 12:14-15 ESV, quoting from Zechariah 9:9) 

• Abigail sought to bear Nabal’s iniquity 

When Abigail saw David, she hurried and got down from the donkey 
and fell before David on her face and bowed to the ground. She fell at 
his feet and said, ‘On me alone, my lord, be the guilt. Please let your 
servant speak in your ears, and hear the words of your servant’ (1 
Samuel 25:23-24 ESV). Abigail accepts the guilt that should have been 
on her husband with the words, On me alone…be the guilt. She was 
willing to bear Nabal’s iniquity. Similarly, Jesus bore our iniquity as it 
was prophesied in Isaiah 53:11, For He shall bear their iniquities.  
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• Abigail provided an offering for Nabal’s sin 

…now let this present that your servant has brought to my lord be given 
to the young men who follow my lord. Please forgive the trespass of 
your servant (1 Samuel 25:27-28 ESV). Abigail provided an offering for 
Nabal’s sin so he could be forgiven. Similarly, Jesus provided an 
offering on our behalf so we could be forgiven: And walk in love, as 
Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma (Ephesians 5:2 NKJV). 

• Abigail was accepted as an intercessor 

And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who 

sent you this day to meet me! (1 Samuel 25:32 NKJV) David accepted 
Abigail, not just as an intercessor, but as an intercessor between God 
and man. Similarly, the Father accepts the Son as an intercessor between 

God and man: For there is one God and one Mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5 NKJV). 

• Abigail turned away the wrath of David 

Blessed be your discretion, and blessed be you, who have kept me this 
day from bloodguilt and from working salvation with my own hand! For 

as surely as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, who has restrained me 
from hurting you, unless you had hurried and come to meet me, truly by 

morning there had not been left to Nabal so much as one male (1 
Samuel 25:33-34 ESV). Abigail turned away the wrath that was against 

Nabal, like Jesus turned away the wrath that is against us: For God did 
not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ (1 Thessalonians 5:9 NKJV). 

• Abigail established peace for her family 

Then David received from her hand what she had brought him. And he 

said to her, Go up in peace to your house (1 Samuel 25:35 NKJV). 
Without Abigail, there would have been harsh judgment on Nabal and 
his household, but Abigail established peace between him and David. 

Similarly, Jesus established peace between us and God: [Jesus] made 
peace through the blood of [the] cross (Colossians 1:20 ESV). 

• Abigail offered to wash the feet of David’s servants 

When the servants of David came to Abigail at Carmel, they said to her, 
David has sent us to you to take you to him as his wife. And she rose and 

bowed with her face to the ground and said, Behold, your handmaid is a 
servant to wash the feet of the servants of my lord (1 Samuel 25:40-41 
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ESV). Abigail offered to wash David’s servants’ feet. Similarly, Jesus 
washed his servants’ feet, Then he poured water into a basin and began 

to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 
wrapped around him (John 13:5 ESV). 

• Abigail was elevated to a position of honor 

And Abigail hurried and rose and mounted a donkey, and her five young 
women attended her. She followed the messengers of David and became 

his wife (1 Samuel 25:42 ESV). After Abigail finished her work, she 
became David’s wife, perhaps sitting next to him as Jesus sits at the 

right hand of the Father: [Jesus] is seated at the right hand of the throne 
of the Majesty in heaven (Hebrews 8:1). 

Much of the Scripture contains allusions to God’s greatest promise, that of 
His Son being the sacrifice for mankind and the source of everlasting life. 
The story of David and Abigail is typical of this as we see Abigail acting 
similarly to Jesus during the time of his ministry. 

Not much is revealed about Abigail beyond 1 Samuel 25. She had one child 
by David, a son named Chileab, a.k.a., Daniel (see 2 Samuel 3:3 with 1 
Chronicles 3:1). The latter means, “God is my Judge,” and it has been 
supposed that this name was Abigail’s choice due to her experience with 
Divine vindication. Abigail’s faith is unquestioned and her involvement in 
David’s life was critical. Abigail married David in faith, realizing that even 
though at that time he did not possess his own house, God’s promise would 
be fulfilled, and his house would be established forever (2 Samuel 23:5; 
Psalm 89:29).  
                                                                    Eric Sankey, Powhatan, VA 

 

 
Readers are asked to submit questions 
to be answered as well as comments 
on previously published answers in 
this section. Questions and comments 
may be sent to:  Brother Ken Wood  at question@christadelphianadvocate.org  

Q & A  

 What Are Our Responsibilities to Others During This 
Pandemic? 

Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others.     (Philippians 2:4 ESV)  
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Question: I am surprised by the comments and even strong statements that 
I have heard regarding the attitudes of some in the context of Covid-19; and 
specifically their response to others whose positions on masking, 
vaccination, etc. differs from their own. Am I off-base in thinking that we 
should not participate in such behavior and that verses such as Philippians 
2:4 apply? 

Answer: No, you are not off-base at all. Others share this concern and 
observe the same inconsistency with the counsel of God’s Word regarding 
our responsibilities towards others, in particular during this time of great 
distress and the health crisis that the whole world is suffering. Each of us, 
we believe, has an obligation during the pandemic to protect and comfort 
others as much as possible, even at the cost of our personal preferences and 
convenience.  

In regard to our personal preferences and beliefs concerning Covid-19 
vaccination specifically, let us make it clear that it is not a matter of 
whether we are in favor of being vaccinated or not. Many have good 
reasons for not wanting to be vaccinated. None of us should want to dictate 
our views or even strongly-held positions upon others, but rather respect 
each other on whatever decision others 
make on such discretionary actions. 

It is a matter of kindness that we respect 
our fellow brethren and fellow-man alike. 
We know well the instruction of Scripture, 
but it is all too easy for it to be clouded by 
the overwhelming complexities of life in 
this 21st century, which the coronavirus has 
only made more challenging. We are also 
well aware of the commandments of Christ 
and must never lose sight of the over-
arching commandment recorded in John 
13, A new commandment I give unto you, 
That ye love one another; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one another. By this 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another 
(vss. 34-35). 

Christ is our example in every way. His life was all about sacrificing his 
own desires and fulfilling the needs of others. When he saw people in 
distress, he would comfort and heal them at a cost to his own time and 
energy. This is the lesson of the “good Samaritan” (Luke 10:25-37) along 
with his Gospel message and exemplary life. We, too, have been called to 
love and care for others as God loves and cares for us. In a pandemic, we 
show our love for our fellow man by striving to heal, protect, and limit the 
spread of the virus in as many ways as possible. We set aside all other 

It is so easy to get 
caught up with what 
others are saying, 
particularly with 
those of a political 
persuasion. The 
natural inclination is 
to speak out or at 
least chime in… 
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agendas to answer these questions: “What do others need? How can I help 
them in this time of health crisis and economic difficulty?” Of course, this is 
on top of the normal needs of assistance to our brethren, of which spiritual 
needs are always of the utmost importance. 

One way we can be helpful is to listen. Listening is one of the best ways we 
can demonstrate our love one for another and understand how we can help 
in these difficult times. The help that we need for our respective journeys 
out of “the pit” of our human condition will not be found in modern media 
in any of its forms. It will be found in Yahweh’s Word and in actual 
conversations with those we care for and those of like precious faith.  

It is so easy to get caught up with what others are saying, particularly with 
those of a political persuasion. The natural inclination is to speak out or at 
least chime in. Yes, we can find thoughts of kindness on Facebook, Twitter, 
etc., but unfortunately there is so much that is unkind – snide remarks, posts 
and retweets that mock, or worse yet, attack others that do not hold the same 
opinions or viewpoints. These posts often disparage our image of God that 
should always be before us. In contrast, Paul advised the Ephesians in no 
uncertain terms, Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and 
slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  Be kind to one 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you 
(4:31-32 ESV). 

Our way of life is about persistent disinterest in personal privilege and 
freedom, while always favoring mutual concern and shared 
responsibility. The Scriptures give no support for looking out for one’s own 
well-being at another’s expense. Instead, they are awash with admonitions to 
care for others, especially the most vulnerable. This was the message 
throughout the Law of Moses and in the teachings of Christ. For instance, 
under the Law, the children of Israel were prohibited from harvesting the 
full extent of their fields so the poor and the stranger could glean what was 
left (Leviticus 19:9-10). Under Christ, we are enjoined to love our neighbor 
as ourselves, with the Apostle John defining love in terms of the ultimate 
sacrifice, This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life 
for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters (1 
John 3:16 NIV). Also, Paul tells us we have a moral obligation to those that 
are unable to help themselves, bearing with the failings of the weak that they 
might be built up (Romans 15:1 ESV). 

It should never be about exercising our rights or to take advantage of our 
“liberties” over the needs of others as Paul exhorted the Romans in chapter 
14, Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the 
one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed 
him (vs. 3 ESV). Again, in the context of the pandemic, we can see this 
counsel applying to respect for each other’s views on vaccination along with 
our concerns for one another’s health and well-being.  
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Is there Biblical support for not following our government’s Covid-19 
precautions and mandates? There are times when we should question 
governmental requirements, especially when we believe they are in conflict 
with the laws of God, for our allegiance is to His higher authority. However, 
would we consider the requirement to wear a mask to protect others along 
with ourselves one of them? Certainly, precautions such as hand washing 
and quarantining are in keeping with some of the very practical laws of 
Moses that involved cleansing and isolation from contagions. We may have 
valid reasons for objecting to being vaccinated against this pandemic, but 
can we in good conscience apply for an exemption on the basis of our 
beliefs? On the other hand, we will find the New Testament replete with 
instruction to remain subject to “the higher powers” as Paul admonishes in 
Romans chapter 13, Let every person be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist 
have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities 
resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment 
(vss.1-2 ESV).  

Brothers and sisters, how then should we be witnessing to our faith and 
our beliefs in this troubling time of pandemic? One way is serving those 
who are suffering loneliness and social isolation through phone calls or 
visits where possible, provision of meals / financial assistance, and most of 
all, as always, through prayer for their healing and comfort. As James 
concludes: this is “pure religion and undefiled” (1:27). 

                                                                         Ken Wood, Richmond, VA 

EXHORTATION  

What Kind of Religious Community  
Do We Want to Have? 

(Part 2) 

“Part 1” of the brief review of Christadelphian history and Dr. Thomas’ 
motivation for severing his relationship with the Campbellites ended with –  
“All of this plays into the original question, What kind of religious 
community do we want to have?” Looking back nearly 200 years, would we 
agree that what Dr. Thomas did (dividing a burgeoning religious unity 
movement over a question of baptism, the unity of the Scriptures, and other 
doctrines) was correct or helpful? Why or why not? Much of how one 
answers has to do with one’s understanding of the function of their ecclesia / 
religious community.  
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The “American Restoration Movement” viewed 
the church as Christ’s household: a sort of family 
or project that man had no business dividing or 
even renaming if it could be helped; a work that 
must be unified and well-kept in Christ’s absence, 
so he would not return to find a fractured, 
polarized body of believers and a household in 
disarray. They saw the “One Church” as a current 
and ongoing body that must be maintained to 
demonstrate faithfulness. 

There is a scriptural basis for some aspects of 
these concepts. 1 Corinthians 1:10 admonishes 
us, Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but 
that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment. Galatians 3:26-28 declares, For ye are all the children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
We are also enjoined to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 
(Ephesians 4:3), to say nothing of many other verses that call us to unity, 
such as Psalm 133:1; John 17:23; and Romans 12:4-5.  

Further, Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 
11:2, For I am jealous over you with 
godly jealousy: for I have espoused you 
to one husband, that I may present you 
as a chaste virgin to Christ. This image 
of the ecclesia as the bride of Christ is 
likewise referenced in various ways in 
New Testament passages such as 
Revelation 21:2, 9; Matthew 9:15; and 
Ephesians 5:24. The same type of 
reference is made to Israel in Old 
Testament passages such as Hosea 2:19. 
Thus, the idea of Christ returning to find 
his bride in disarray should not be an 

acceptable or appealing thought for believers, in spite of verses like Luke 
18:8, Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the 
earth?  

While we can agree that unity and maintaining order should be goals as 
we await Christ’s return, we must also give attention to how we achieve 
those goals. Recall that 1 Corinthians 1:10 does speak against divisions, but 
it does so by suggesting that we speak the same thing, and that we have the 
same mind and the same judgment. This is language similar to Ephesians 4:4

         John Thomas 

1 Corinthians 1:10 does 
speak against divisions, 
but it does so by 
suggesting that we 
speak the same thing, 
and that we have the 
same mind and the 
same judgment. 
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-6, There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in you all.  

Further, we know that this unity of understanding comes from 
persuasion. 2 Corinthians 5:11 reads, Knowing therefore the terror of the 
Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust 
also are made manifest in your consciences. Consider 1 Peter 3:15, But 
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear. Indeed, most of the New Testament is composed of 
epistles intended to persuade individuals and eccclesias to adopt and 
maintain Scripturally sound reasoning and behavior. Should we not follow 
those examples?  

Doctrinal egalitarianism might initially seem like a great answer for 
preserving unity, but when one’s spiritual journey involves the seeking and 
testing of God’s Truth, egalitarianism can only bring confusion and division. 
If we choose to confound or suppress issues and doctrines that divide 
the community rather than come to a Scripturally clear and common 
resolution, it should not surprise us when divisions arise, regardless of 
our intent. 

How then are we to reconcile that the ecclesia, the Bride of Christ, 
might contain division and infighting at his return? Is this an acceptable 
or tolerable state for the Bride of Christ? The answer hinges on whether 
Scripture reveals that the Bride of Christ is specifically composed of faithful 
ecclesias, or whether the Bride is composed of individuals judged “faithful” 
at Christ’s return. What does the Bible say? When Christ addresses the 
ecclesia of Sardis in Revelation 3, he mostly condemns the ecclesia, but also 
adds in verses 4-5, Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not 
defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are 
worthy. He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and 
I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name 
before my Father, and before his angels.   

Paul also writes in 2 Timothy 4:7-8, I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me 
at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 
appearing. Also consider Ezekiel 18:21-24, But if the wicked will turn from 
all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that 
which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. All his 
transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto 
him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live…. But when the 
righteous turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and 
doeth according to all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he 
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live? All his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his 
trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them 
shall he die.  

From the above it appears that the Bride of Christ is not composed of 
faithful ecclesias (although faithful ecclesias are certainly desirable), but 
rather of faithful individuals Christ accepts at his return. Is this not verified 
in the structure and arguments of New Testament epistles, that an ecclesia is 
intended to build up and support a strong connection between its distinct 
members and their relationship with God? 

Brother Thomas’ decision to leave the American Restoration 
Movement was important and is still relevant to believers today. When 
Dr. Thomas left, he did not do so to form his own religion of Thomasite 
followers. He believed that unity within a religious community was a result 
of correct belief harmoniously recognized and practiced among individual 
believers, not merely a standing fiat for church congregants. He understood 
that the job of those in the ecclesia was to support the spiritual growth and 
welfare of each other: facilitating study, addressing concerns, providing 
encouragement, and reinforcing a believer’s essential relationship with God 
through Christ. Shouldn’t we as members in Christ’s ecclesia strive, to the 
extent possible, to fulfill these duties so that we might embody the title 
“Bride of Christ?”  

Do we not have a shared responsibility to decide what sort of religious 
community we wish to have, or does that responsibility fall upon each of us 
individually? Our community takes on an emergent collective behavior 
from the needs and performance of its constituents. Our ecclesias are only 
as strong as its individual members and the synergy that results in working 
together as members of the body. For as the body is one, and hath many 
members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: 
so also is Christ. For the body is not one member but many (1 Corinthians 
12:12, 14). 

If we wish to build a stronger community, perhaps we should 
remember that it is more worthwhile to consider why we find ourselves 
united or divided, rather than grow anxious about either state. Unity 
and division are indicators of the minds and judgments of many individuals 
interacting with one another. The unity of mind and spirit within an ecclesia 
is a reliable indicator of Truth and spiritual health. Therefore, it is our 
responsibility that we each do as we have been commanded, seek ye first the 
Kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33). With the Word of God lighting the way, 
following in the footsteps of our Lord Jesus Christ, may the path we traverse 
ahead bring us together, in our common faith, that though grace we may 
soon find ourselves unified in Salvation at last.  

                                                                      Andrew Johnson, Roselle, IL 
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From our Past – 100 Years Ago This Month 
December 1921, The Christadelphian Advocate and Fellow Labourer, Vol. 

37 – No. 12 

Contending for the Faith 

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common 
salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye 
should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints (Jude 3). 

We can conceive an ideal 
state of society where all 
men’s minds were in 
perfect harmony, and 
where everything believed, 
taught, or learned were the 
truth. If society were 
organized on those lines 
there would be no place for 
controversy… Everyone 

who is possessed of a normal mind must greatly prefer peace to war, 
harmony rather than discord, and unity and fraternity rather than strife and 
division. But there is only one basis upon which the world can ever know 
peace. The coming glorious age will bring universal peace upon earth, 
because the truth will then prevail in the hearts of all and will be the guiding 
impulse in all the relations of life… For the earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea (Habakkuk 
2:14). 

But in the meanwhile, until that happy day comes, wars and controversies 
are unavoidable, and even the church of Christ will until then be militant and 
not triumphant. To peace loving people this may be a disagreeable fact to 
recognize. But however ardently we may long for peace, and however 
deeply we may deplore the necessity for strife, we may not shun to perform 
the duty of earnestly contending for the faith, which the present state of 
society requires of us in our love and loyalty to the gracious God of Israel… 

In such a world of struggle as this, the Truth also comes in for its share 
of strife; for it can be maintained only by strife, yet without strife would 
quickly perish from the hearts of men. There are forces arrayed against it 
which must not be permitted to have everything their own way as long as 

FROM OUR PAST  
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there are any left upon earth who cherish the Truth and have strength and 
breath to resist. 

We have to meet the enemy first as found in our 
own minds and in the sinfulness of our own 
natures, and afterwards in combating the 
superstition and wickedness of a world which is 
motivated by the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eye, and the pride of life (Genesis 3:6). There 
is always a state of mind prompting every word 
and every deed, and it is the state of mind that 
must be right or must be changed. The Word of 
God is quick and powerful, and sharper than any 
two edged sword (Hebrews 4:12), and we shall 
find therein a trusty and effectual weapon with 
which to meet the enemy in whatever guise he may come. 

That we may realize the utter futility of hoping for peace in the present life, 
we have only to reflect that we can say nothing but that will invite 
opposition and incite enmity in some quarter. If, for instance, we affirm that 
there is a God, which perhaps comes the nearest to being universally 
accepted as true [circa 1921], the atheist will boldly challenge our statement. 
If we assert that the Bible is the Word of God, the infidel will take 
exception. If we declare there is one God and not three, the trinitarian will 
voice a protest; and so on and so forth without end. What then are we to do? 
Are we to give up trying to teach anything at all for the sake of peace, and 
let each and every one believe just what he will, and contend no more for the 
faith once delivered unto the saints? God forbid! What if Jesus Christ and 
the apostles and all the holy men of old had done that? Where would the 
truth have been today? Where would we be now?   

Some may ask, “Is it all right to confront those who are outside the 
truth, but not those who are within; ought not brethren dwell together 
in love and peace.” Yes, so they should dwell together in love and peace; 
but not at the expense of the Truth, for Truth is the very bond of 
brotherhood. And in the weakness of our natures and the fallibility of our 
mental processes, it often becomes necessary to “reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort” even those who are within; and from some even to withdraw after a 
first and second admonition. For Paul says, There must be also heresies 
among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you. 
(1 Corinthians 11:19; Titus 3:10; Acts 20:29, 30; 2 Timothy 3:13; 4:2-4.) 

The epistle of Paul to the Galatians was written to those who were 
within, and cuts very deep and keen in the excision of the malignant growth 
which had developed among the body of disciples which was at Galatia. In 
the second chapter of this epistle he mentions an episode concerning himself 

 

Some may ask, 
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are within…?” 
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and the Apostle Peter, of whom he says, I withstood him to the face, because 
he was to be blamed (Galatians 2:11). This was a notable exhibition of 
fidelity to the Truth. And in the same chapter he mentions certain false 
brethren unawares brought in… to them we did not yield in submission even 
for a moment, so that the truth of the Gospel might be preserved for you 
(Galatians 2:4-5 ESV). 

There are many such paragraphs throughout 
the New Testament writings which find a 
counterpart in the vigorous reproofs 
administered to Israel and others by the 
prophets of old. The work that they 
performed in their day and generation must 
be taken up and carried on by the brethren of 
Christ of the present day. We must emulate 
their example in faith, in patience, in striving 
together for the hope of the Gospel, 
maintaining the light so long as life may last, 
inured to hardship even as the soldier of the 
world. The Captain of our salvation has 
provided us with a set of armour that is 

complete and with weapons that are of the finest temper and workmanship 
(2 Timothy 2:3; Ephesians 6:10-17). And though we may sometimes grow 
weary of the battle unto desperation, we may not hope for real peace or 
satisfying rest until we cease from our labors in the kingdom of God and 
enter the haven of rest that remaineth to the people of God. 

For the present, I wish to add only a few words more to this effect: we must 
never so far decline from that which is pleasing in the sight of God as to be 
of those who love debate, arguing for argument’s sake. We must couple all 
our reproving with kindness and forbearance, exercising all the tactfulness 
that circumstances will permit. And as we follow in the steps of the Master, 
faithfully performing the task he has assigned us, and though we shall not be 
successful in the endeavor not to give offense any more than he was, yet we 
shall have the consolation of knowing that the world hated him before it 
hated us, and that the servant is not greater than his master. Though we 
cannot, in our fidelity to the Truth, avoid giving offense to the enemies of 
the Truth, let us at all times exercise due care that all the wrong is on the 
side of our enemies, and that it may be said concerning us, as it was said of 
Christ, They hated me without a cause (John 15:25).   

                                                                                                Berton Little 
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High School and College Graduate Program 
The Advocate Committee initiated an effort to recognize 
and reach out to ecclesial high school and college 
students graduating in 2020. Recognizing that our 
Lord’s return was near, our  intent was to encourage and 
involve these young people in preparing for his 
return. The Advocate Committee provided a 
complimentary copy of Brother Jim Millay’s book – 
THINGS CONCERNING the Kingdom of God and 
the Name of Jesus Christ to each of those 
responding. We extended the offer to our ecclesias’ 
2021 graduates.  

The 2021 high school and college graduates identified and responding 
include the following:   

Sister Mackenzie Cude             San Antonio, Texas   
Brother Aiden Gleason             Finger Lakes, New York  
Brother Caleb Martin                La Luz, New Mexico   
Brother Jonah Pursell                Southern Colorado, Colorado   
Brother Garrison Wood            Hye, Texas 
Caroline Bennett                       North Little Rock, Arkansas   
Landin Bostian                          Richmond Chapel, Virginia   
Grace Clifton                             San Antonio, Texas   
Cole Corzine                              Denver, Colorado   
Elyse Cram                                Richmond Hall, Virginia   
Sydney Forbes                           Denver, Colorado   
Jayden Haagen                          San Antonio, Texas   
Lillian Hamlin                           Good Hope, Arkansas 
Ethan Larsen                              Richmond Chapel, Virginia   
Julia Larsen                                Richmond Chapel, Virginia   
Genesis Najarro                         Denver, Colorado  
Diego Ramirez                           San Antonio, Texas   
Sydnea Ray                                Concord, Louisiana   
Talia Ross                                  Isolation  
Blake Sankey                             Denver, Colorado       
Dylan Vergara                            Central Florida   

The “Third Edition” of  THINGS CONCERNING the Kingdom of God 
and the Name of Jesus Christ is available for sale from the Advocate 
bookstore. This book was initially intended primarily for youth and those 
seeking and studying the Truth; but it is also recommended as a quick 
reference source for teachers and adults. The book addresses 58 Scriptural 
topics under five headings: Old Testament Foundations; The Gospel of 
Salvation; The Return of Christ; Bible Fundamentals; and Living Our Faith.    

                                                  The Christadelphian Advocate Committee 
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Annual Statement of Ownership, Management and Circulation 

  Under the regulations of the US Postal Service, The Christadelphian 
Advocate is required to publish Form 3526 annually.  
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Continued from BC 

The kind which is good to eat must be thoughtfully chosen over that which 
looks similar on the outside, but inwardly is full of “deadly poison.” 

Why did our Creator make fungi on the third day of creation as part of the 
plant kingdom? In addition to the beauty of their shapes and colors, and 
their value as food for us and animals in many cases, fungi that grow 
in forests serve important roles enabling trees to grow: 

• fungi live in a symbiotic relationship with trees, delivering water and 
nutrients for the trees’ benefit through their network of fine threads (called 
mycelia or hyphae) that grow in soil or decomposing tree matter, and 
receiving sugars from the trees’ photosynthesis that enable the fungi to grow 

• certain species secrete large amounts of a relatively strong acid that 
stimulates weathering of the humus layer of forest soil and enhances the 
solubility and turnover of plant nutrients, particularly phosphorus and 
nitrogen, increasing their availability for the growth of forests  

• fungi are highly complex biochemical organisms that contribute to 
decomposing organic matter, advancing fermentation, enriching soil, and 
which can concentrate specific trace elements such as boron and selenium. 
Fungi produce many unique phytochemical compounds whose functions are 
still being discovered and isolated so that they can be used in food and 
medicine 

The amazing world of fungi and its interdependency with trees provide 
its own witness to the Creator’s wisdom and power. Like the rest of 
God’s creation, fungi can be classified into genera, each of which 
reproduces “after its kind.” 

               Mountain Grove Chapel Bulletin 10/10/21, Burlington, Ontario  
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The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their 
own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according 
to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the third day (Genesis 1:12-13 ESV). 

 

Images clockwise from top left: Russula rosea  (Rosy brittlegill);  amanita 
flavoconia  (yellow patches); cortinarius iodes (violet cort); and hygrocyba 
coccinaea (scarlet wax cap) – identification is uncertain. Information sources: 
Wikipedia; British Mycological Society website. 

Mushrooms and toadstools appear in many shapes and colors that resemble 
flowers. Many kinds of fungi require an expert to identify them because 
they have lookalikes. Mistaking the one for the other can be deadly. Some 
species are highly toxic and others are edible. What spiritual lesson does this 
need for careful choice teach us?                     
     Continued on Page 304 (IBC) 

The Interdependency of Fungi and Forests 


