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He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. 
Jeremiah 23:28 

Lest Any Fall After the Example of Unbelief 

 (Hebrews  4:11) 

Take heed brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in 
departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily… lest any of 
you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. (Hebrews 3:12-13)  

Mankind faces many problems, dangers, 
and contradictions in life: things not easily 
understood nor explained. Daily, many 
experience crime, disease, suffering, death 
(things that make us afraid for ourselves 
and our loved ones). Many of these 
problems result from man’s own activities 

– alcohol, drugs, carelessness, risky 
behavior, etc. Dire situations often motivate 
prayer to God for His help and care. Still,  
questions that frequently arise when things 
go terribly wrong include, “how could this 
happen; why did God allow this;” and even, 
“how could there be a God when…?” 
Indeed, how often might we have heard 
someone express their frustration or anger 
at God for some misfortune in their life? 
For some, tragedy in their lives challenges their belief in a loving and all-
powerful God in whom they trusted. Take for example a situation such as 
the following: 

“A young boy named Peter sent a letter to a newspaper advice counselor 
addressed to Dear God: asking, ‘Why did you let Tommy die?’ Peter 
had been taught about God, told that God would protect, preserve, and 
heal; but his little brother Tommy was dead. ‘When he was hit by the 
car, my mother prayed to you to let him live, but you wouldn’t. My little 
brother was only two years old,’ wrote Peter, ‘you could have saved my 
little brother, but you let him die.   How can I love you?’”1  

Peter’s grief was genuine, as was his perplexity over the goodness of the 
God as he had been taught, and the death of his little brother. His mother 

EDITORIAL 

 

Brethren, do we not 
individually need to  
be on guard against 
unbelief? Unbelief, 
after all, comes 
naturally to mankind. 
The challenge is to 
recognize and banish 
it before it controls 
us. 
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had prayed to God for His help, but God did not intervene. Peter was 
suffering grief. In his letter he wrote, “you let (Tommy) die.” Is that true? 
God indeed had the power to prevent it, but He did not. Little Tommy is just 
one of many daily life and death occurrences throughout the world. We’ve 
all seen pictures of starving children with bloated stomachs in Asia, Africa 
and third-world countries. We know there are thousands of men and women 
killed in automobile accidents throughout the world each year; and it seems 
a regular occurrence that a city or village somewhere in the world is 
devastated by a flood, earthquake, fire, or other natural disaster. In 
peacetime, mankind faces accidents, sickness, disease and murder, not to 
mention the millions dying over the past months from the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

Could not God have prevented these deaths? What foundation do we 
have to enable us to understand and address this dilemma?  

Theologians and authorities don’t have an answer, typically indicating that 
suffering is something we mortals cannot fully understand, perhaps 
suggesting that “God has called His children home” or “they’re in a better 
place now.” Indeed, the vast majority of the population of the earth do not 
know or recognize the one true God. It is perhaps harder on those that do 
confess Him when He’s not there for them as they think He should be. 
Another example is a letter written by a WW2 German soldier from 
Stalingrad to his hometown pastor: 

“In Stalingrad, to put the question of God’s existence means to deny it… 
I have searched for God in every crater, in every destroyed house, on 
every corner, in every friend, in every foxhole, and in the sky. God did 
not show Himself, even though my heart cried for Him. If there should 
be a God, He is only with you in the hymnals and the prayers, in the 
pious sayings of the priests and pastors, in the ringing of the bells and 
the fragrance of the incense, but NOT in Stalingrad.”2  

This “Christian” soldier, caught in the shock of war, cried out to God, but 
received no response. If the high point of one’s Christian upbringing is a 
sunrise Easter service or a midnight Christmas mass, one can understand 
why they might lose both faith and hope in the righteousness and mercy of 
God. Wisdom, understanding, and faith come from hearing and believing 
the Word of God, and committing oneself to Christ though baptism into his 
name. True faith is a living thing based upon understanding and 
commitment. Even when prayers are heard, they may not be responded to, 
or the response may be “no” according to God’s will.   

In triumph and success the flesh has a tendency to boast and/or 
congratulate itself; yet in defeat and failure the tendency is to blame 
others, including God. Atheists scoff at the very existence of God and 
are quick to find fault with those who believe. One atheist expressed the 
following rationale for his unbelief: 
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“If I had the power to fashion the universe and remake it ‘nearer my 
heart’s desire,’ there would be no blind, no deaf, no dumb; there would 
be no crippled, and each child born would be free of disease and possess 
a mentality capable of withstanding all the rebuffs of life. There would 
be no deaths by accident. There would be no earthquakes, cyclones, or 
tornadoes. Unless and until such a condition comes to pass, when we 
may live free from disease, sorrow and suffering, THERE IS NO GOD 
in this vast universe worthy of homage.”3 

Does not this attitude, in part, account for the lack of interest in the 
Word of God, particularly within the younger generations today? No 
one objects to anyone wanting to live in a world free from sickness, 
accidents, disease and natural disasters; for that is the very promise of the 
Kingdom of God! But the atheist is wishing for a world without 
consequences, not necessarily for a world with more righteous and 
responsible people. The atheist wants to go about his life doing what seems 
right in his own eyes, but he doesn’t want to suffer the consequences of any 
careless, irresponsible, or dangerous attitudes or actions! Every effect has a 
cause. Rather than accuse God of injustice because He has the power to 
suspend the effect, let’s first consider the cause. Many of the trials we suffer 
are for the most part a direct result of mankind (free moral agents) choosing 
or having chosen attitudes, actions, irresponsibility, and a lifestyle contrary 
if not harmful to theirs and to their fellow’s welfare.    

Let us look again at the atheist’s disdain for God in that mankind 
suffers such a wide range of maladies, accidents, etc. Man is a free moral 
agent: free to choose his manner of living, free to act contrary to his own 
and others’ self-interests. Do they not understand that sexual diseases, 
excessive alcohol and drug consumption (not to mention deceit, thievery, 
violence and crime) have consequences? Yes, the world would like to see 
sexual diseases gone, but increasingly the world has only laughter and scorn 
for responsible sex within marriage. What the Bible describes as fornication, 
polite society refers to as promiscuity, and that being too judgmental 
according to their tastes, it is now generally referred to as “sexually 
active” (i.e., give sin a label that does not ring offensive). Drug and alcohol 
addiction frequently results in automobile accidents, crime, and assaults to 
finance their addictions, as well as death due to overdose. How about 
drownings, falls, or poisonings? We have a frail mortal nature and we live in 
a world bound by natural laws that are not always respected.  

Should God suspend natural laws when people act in a dangerous or 
reckless manner? Let’s pursue that. Why doesn’t God prevent foolish 
actions. Why does He let people act irresponsibly? Consider a common 
health hazard – addiction to cigarettes. It’s been proven injurious to one’s 
health in that smoking could kill you with lung cancer, heart disease, or 
emphysema. How might a chain smoker react if suddenly he couldn’t have a 
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cigarette? What if he could see and get near them, but could not actually 
touch or smoke one due to the sudden interference of an invisible, 
irresistible force, such as God stepping in to keep him from harm. Would he 
not initially rage against this interference with his free will? Would he 
recognize and give thanks to God for stepping in and protecting him from 
this danger, or would he curse God for interfering in his life?   

Brothers and sisters, God has given us free will, allowing us to choose 
the path we will take in life: either the strait gate and the narrow way 
that leads to life; or the wide gate and the broad way that leads to death 
(Matthew 7:13-14). God instructed Moses to inform His people, I have set 
before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that 
both thou and thy seed may live (Deuteronomy 30:19).  

God created the earth and all that is upon it, having pronounced it “very 
good.” That changed when Adam and Eve made a wrong choice and fell 
into condemnation, and the ground was cursed to bring forth thorns and 
thistles (Genesis 3:17-19). Perhaps after years of toil and sweat, knowing 
that God was all-knowing and all-powerful, might Adam have thought to 
ask God why He didn’t prevent them from sinning? Should Adam have 
complained to God in that God knew what was taking place? He knew that 
Adam and Eve would be put out of the Garden. He knew that their 
descendants would share in the effects of the condemnation. Why did He not 
step in? 

Might we imagine how God might have responded to such a complaint from 
Adam? Perhaps: “NO ADAM… YOU COULD HAVE PREVENTED 
THIS. I gave you free will: I told you beforehand what the consequences for 
disobedience would be. It was your choice … YOU made the decision.” 
That pattern has continued throughout the ages. Mankind suffers from the 
choices they make, and when things go wrong many blame God either 
outright or through unbelief.  

Brethren, do we not individually need to be on guard against unbelief? 
Unbelief, after all, comes naturally to mankind. The challenge is to 
recognize and banish it before it controls us. We have an example in the 
man who brought his spirit-possessed son to Christ in Mark 9:17-29. The 
disciples had failed in their attempt to cast the illness out, and when Christ 
told the man all things are possible to him that believeth, the father of the 
child cried out, and said with tears, Lord I believe; help thou mine unbelief. 
This man’s doubt was in weakness and fear, but his trust in Christ reflected 
a choice of conscience... a confidence in what Christ could accomplish in 
him. 

We live in a world that we are not to be part of. God will step in soon. He 
will bring about the atheist’s wish, when God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes (Revelation 7:17); a time when all the earth will be filled with the 
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glory of the LORD (Numbers 14:21); when He will impose righteousness 
which will be to everyone’s protection and benefit.  

Brothers and Sisters, keep in mind that all the labored attempts to 
convict the Bible and God as a fanatical delusion, are the EFFECT, 
rather than the CAUSE, of UNBELIEF.   

                                                                                                   Editor 

__________________ 

1 published in “The  Plain Truth” Magazine, January 1971, page 35 
2  ibid. page 36 
3  ibid. page 35 
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The last verse of Genesis 24 contains a sequence of ideas which is strange to 
us, Isaac... took Rebekah and she became his wife; and he loved her. We 
should expect to find, 

    

 

 

 

A Woman’s Prayer 
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Margaret Fowler – from the book Women of the Bible, published by The 
Christadelphian, 1982 

 Bulletin Board 

2021 Schedule of Events      

The Advocate has traditionally provided an annual Schedule of Events as 
an insert in the February issue as well as posted on the website. Due to 
continuing uncertainty regarding the pandemic and the various stages of 
stay-at-home orders and lockdowns within the states and provinces, our 
community is not able, at this time, to schedule physical gatherings and 
Bible schools with any confidence. We recognize that some ecclesias and 
organizing committees are tentatively planning for 2021. Please send any 
planned virtual and/or in-person gatherings and Bible School 
announcements at least sixty days in advance to Sister Whitney Tucker at 
whitney@milkandhoneydesign.com, and we will post them in the 
following monthly newsletter and on the website.               
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What Does it Mean to Sit with Christ on His Throne? 

To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne . . . 
(Revelation 3:21) 

Question: What is the literal meaning, or inference, of Revelation 3:21 
where Jesus told the twelve apostles, they would sit on twelve thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel? Is it only a reference to the role of 
judgment over the Jews and the nations? Or, is it literally sitting with him on 
his throne, and if so, how would this be practically accomplished? 

Answer: Sitting with Christ on his throne is quite an experience to 
contemplate. If literal, we can not begin to compare it to anything we might 
experience in this life, which would be infinitely inferior on every level. It 
is, however, an experience we should try to understand, because Jesus 
specifically told the Apostle John that it is a hope that each of us may firmly 
grasp. 

We recall that the mother of James and John (and James and John 
themselves) actually did contemplate this very thing (Matthew 20:20-21; 
Mark 10:35-37).  She asked that Jesus grant her sons a seat at his left and 

right hand when his kingdom was 
established. Jesus alluded to the trials he had 
yet to face – trials they did not envision for 
Jesus or themselves. To end the matter, Jesus 
simply said the favor was not his to grant. 
This request of the apostles’ mother may 
have been prompted by something Jesus said 
in the previous chapter of Matthew, And 
Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
That ye which have followed me, in the 
regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in 
the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel (Matthew 19:28; Luke 22:30).  

 

 
Readers are asked to submit questions 
to be answered as well as comments 
on previously published answers in 
this section. Questions and comments 
may be sent to:  Brother Ken Wood  at question@christadelphianadvocate.org  

Q & A 

The authority 
promised to the Son 
will be manifest in 
God’s adopted sons, 
who  like Jesus… 
raised from the 
dead… will have 
been given life 
everlasting. 
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Comparing this verse with the announcement made by Gabriel to 
Mary, we are able to deduce that sitting with Jesus on his throne 
implies governing responsibilities and not some sort of formal seating 
arrangement. The angel announced, And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy 
womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be 
great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall 
give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end (Luke 
1:31-33). Reigning over the house of Jacob is judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. The authority promised to the Son will be manifest in God’s adopted 
sons, who like Jesus, will be raised from the dead, and because their names 
are written in the book of life, will have been given life everlasting. Indeed, 
they will all be one in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28). 

The throne of David, viewed as a governing body controlled by King 
David (and David obedient to Yahweh), included the services of many 
people as we read in 2 Samuel 8:15-18: And David reigned over all Israel; 
and David executed judgment and justice unto all his people. And Joab the 
son of Zeruiah [was] over the host; and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud [was] 
recorder; and Zadok the son of Ahitub, and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar, 
[were] the priests; and Seraiah [was] the scribe; and Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada [was over] both the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and David’s 
sons were chief rulers. Can we say Christ’s kingdom will mirror that of his 
father David? (Matthew 1:1) Certainly, it will surpass it in many ways just 
as Solomon’s kingdom did. King David did grant power as rulers to his sons 
similar to the power to be given the apostles. Might we not expect various 
offices to be created and filled with the saints in the Kingdom Age? (1 
Corinthians 6:2-3; Revelation 20:6)  

This month’s question arose from Revelation 3:21, taken from the letter to 
the ecclesia at Laodicea. To him that overcometh is a refrain used in the 
messages given to each of the seven ecclesias. Note the refrain regarding the 
Thyatira ecclesia, And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the 
end, to him will I give power over the nations: And he shall rule them with a 
rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even 
as I received of my Father. And I will give him the morning star (Revelation 
2:26-28: see also Psalm 149:5-9). From what we have examined, this ruling 
with a rod of iron and breaking the nations as pottery is certainly associated 
with the throne of the Messiah. The saints could do no such thing without 
receiving authority from Jesus, who in turn receives it from the Father in 
accordance with His will and plan for the earth.  

Did not Jesus give us a foreshadowing at his first advent? And when he 
had called unto [him] his twelve disciples, he gave them power [against] 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all 
manner of disease (Matthew 10:1). Jesus gave his disciples power to heal 
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like he healed. He had no throne then, but the purpose of this power to heal 
was to witness to the fact that he was the Son of God, and therefore the 
promised seed and heir to David’s throne (John 5:36). The power to heal 
people as Jesus did was miraculous and unknown as a talent possessed by 
any mere mortal. This was the kind of power to be associated with the King 
of Kings, and yet he delegated it to his disciples. 

We have examined the idea of the throne as a symbol of government. 
What about an actual throne? When Adonijah declared himself king, 
David gave instructions to have Solomon ride the king’s mule, be anointed 
king, blow ye the trumpet, and then be placed on David’s throne (1 Kings 
1:32-35). Solomon sitting on David’s actual throne stopped the insurrection 
of Adonijah and his confederates. However, we know Solomon replaced 
David’s throne with one of his own design (1 Kings 10:18-20). It therefore 
wasn’t David’s actual throne that was of primary importance. 

Let us look at one last illustration from Scripture. Eli the priest was 
sitting by the wayside on the eventful day the ark of the covenant was 
conveyed to the place Israel battled the Philistines. When the messenger 
arrived with news from the front that Eli’s sons were dead and that the ark 
had been captured, Eli fell off his seat backward breaking his neck and 
dying (1 Samuel 4:12-18). The Hebrew word for “seat” is again the word 
translated “throne” in other passages. Understanding this makes this passage 
much more poignant. Eli was God’s priest. He was judged unfit because he 
did not rein in the excesses of his sons (1 Samuel 2:12-17, 22). God revealed 
his displeasure not directly to Eli, but first through a man of God, and then 
by the child Samuel (1 Samuel 10-18). The capture of the ark sealed his 
doom and he fell backward off his “throne” and died. 

We have not been told explicitly what it means to “sit with me in my 
throne,” but “it is the honor of kings to search out a matter.” Based on 
the above examples from Scripture, it would appear to be the power and 
authority associated with Christ’s throne that will be conveyed to those 
that overcome (Revelation 2:26).  

                                                                    Jay Johnson, Roselle, IL 

EXHORTATION 

Let Your Speech Be Always with Grace 

Why might it be that our beloved brother Paul chose to include in his 
important and final instructions to the ecclesia at Colosse this exhortation 
regarding one’s manner of speaking? In view of his lifelong commission as 
an apostle, we could just as well ask; Why would he not consider it 
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important as to how one speaks? He knew 
from experience that what one says, whether 
by word of mouth or by writing, reveals much 
about the individual from whom the words 
come. Before entering into a discussion about 
words – the “coinage” of speech – we shall 
first take a look at the text from which the 
above title was taken: 

Continue in prayer and watch in the same 
with thanksgiving; Withal praying also for us, 
that God would open unto us a door of 
utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for 
which I am also in bonds: That I may make it 
manifest, as I ought to speak. Walk in wisdom 
toward them that are without, redeeming the 

time. Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may 
know how ye ought to answer every man (Colossians 4:2-6). 

These five verses reveal how deeply Paul was concerned with the favorable 
proclamation of the Gospel of Christ. He understood clearly that the 
messages sent by those claiming to be brethren or sisters of our Lord are 
important to the proclamation of the Gospel. The way in which we talk has 
much to do with whether the Gospel message will be favorably received. 

The message of the sixth verse in the above quotation from Colossians 
may need a bit of explanation. For example, what did Paul mean by urging 
one’s speech to be “always with grace?” One part of the problem is the fact 
that the Greek word, charis, though most frequently translated as grace, has 
been translated in Scripture by other 
English words. These English equivalents 
have been used by the translators according 
to which word best fits the context. After 
consulting Thayer’s Lexicon and a number 
of Bible translations, the author concludes 
that the term “with grace” could have been 
translated more understandably as 
“agreeable” or “kindly.” The evident 
purpose of Paul’s exhortation was to avoid 
the kind of attitudes some people assume in 
religious controversy. One should always 
avoid assuming a combative manner or an 
attitude of supposed superiority of either 
intellect or knowledge. Such attitudes do 
not lead to conviction of truth in another’s 
mind. They lead rather to a hardening of   

One should always 
avoid assuming a 
combative manner or 
an attitude of 
supposed superiority 
of either intellect or 
knowledge. Such 
attitudes do not lead 
to conviction of truth 
in another’s mind. 
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prejudice against the speaker’s views and to a distaste for reasoning from 
the Scriptures. It should be our aim to attract people to God’s Truth – not to 
discourage them from developing any interest in it. 

Also the term “seasoned with salt” needs some comment since it is 
common in modern thinking to associate saltiness with profane talk. 
The Scriptural use of the term salt has just the opposite application – that of 
purifying and of purity. Under the Law of Moses, the Hebrews were not to 
omit salt from their offerings (Leviticus 2:13). Furthermore, that same verse 
refers to “the salt of the covenant.” God regards His covenants as pure and 
most holy; therefore one needs to be very cautious to avoid giving offense 
to Him from whom alone one may have hope of salvation. The Davidic (or 
everlasting) covenant was given to David by “a covenant of salt” (2 
Chronicles 13:5). 

With this brief explanation, we should be able to understand the 
emphasis that Paul has put upon the way in which true brethren and 
sisters in Christ should speak. This is also the emphasis intended for this 
present exhortation. All mature members of Christ’s Body should have 
developed the attitude manifested by our Master, and how he spoke with 
those unfamiliar with his doctrine. Though this should be the case, we are 
saddened to observe that when assembled together our members often 
appear to have forgotten the thought contained in Paul’s admonition.  

The Purpose and Uses of Words 

Words serve a most fundamental purpose, not only in purely human society, 
but also in man’s communication with his Creator… In the final outcome, 
by far the most important of our uses of words is in communicating with our 
Creator and with His beloved Son. This 
is true whether we may be consciously 
communicating in prayer, or whether we 
may be carelessly and unconsciously 
communicating to them. We are told in 
Psalm 139:1-4: 

O Lord, thou hast searched me, and 
known me. Thou knowest my 
downsitting and mine uprising, thou 
understandest my thought afar off. 
Thou compassest my path and      
my lying down, and art 
acquainted with all my ways. 
For there is not a word in my 
tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou 
knowest it altogether. 

For those among us to 
whom is assigned one 
of the roles of teacher, 
exhorter,  or  presider; 
there is attached a 
heavier responsibility 
as to how we use 
words and mannerisms 
in carrying out our 
assigned duties. 
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If we truly believe this, we know that we are fully known and 
understood in all details by the all-searching knowledge of God. For the 
righteous this should be a very comforting thought, for no one can falsely 
accuse us to God. On the other hand, it should also teach us that we cannot 
use deceit in trying to defend ourselves or our record in view of God’s total 
scrutiny. Hence, the two sobering thoughts in the chapter from which our 
title was taken (Matthew 12:34, 37) deserve our most sober contemplation. 
They are… for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh… and, 
For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned. 

Not only do these sobering thoughts deserve our individual and careful 
contemplation, they deserve serious consideration on the part of our whole 
membership in the Body of Christ. In the past, words used carelessly and as 
weapons have produced prolonged division in the Body.  

Not only are our individual lives being, as it were, microscopically 
examined, but we have every reason to understand that the spirit of our 
assemblies is also under the same careful inspection. We occasionally hear 
quoted in our meetings the words of our Savior found in Matthew 18:20: 
For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them. The question is: do we truly believe that such is the case? If 
we truly believe it, do we really act as though we are truly in the presence of 
such a holy and powerful being? How then should we act if we really 
suspect his presence among us? Should we not expect that our Lord would 
be looking and listening for signs of the reverent sobriety that is consistent 
with recognition of his presence, and of gratitude for the sacrifice that he 
made on our behalf? 

It should be obvious to us that neither our God nor our Lord is at all 
favorably impressed by affected behavior. As indicated above, Jesus 
made this crystal clear by his instructions about outward behavior in his 
Sermon on the Mount. What would most likely be desired by our future 
judge would be a manner reflecting a true, simple, and sober reverence for 
him and for his Father. 

Social Responsibilities 

For those among us to whom is assigned one of the roles of teacher, 
exhorter, or presider, there is attached a heavier responsibility as to how we 
use words and mannerisms in carrying out our assigned duties. First of all, 
each of these assigned duties is designed to be a service to God and to the 
Body of Christ. In the proper performance of any and all ecclesial duties, it 
is necessary that each individual recognize  his or her proper role is that of a 
dedicated servant. It is a solemn responsibility before God, and not intended 
for one’s own glory or ego satisfaction. If one misuses it for such, it is not a 
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service to the Almighty; it is a service to self and is worthy of 
condemnation. Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes 5:1-2: 

Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready 
to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they 
do evil. Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to 
utter anything before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: 
therefore let thy words be few.  

John S. Peake, Reflections on the Truth of God, selections from the 
exhortation “Let Your Speech Be Always with Grace, pp. 226-228, 231-234 

BIBLE BASICS 

 To Thee and Thy Seed  

There are religious groups upon the earth that neither know nor care for the 
promises God made to Abraham (Genesis 13:14-16; Acts 7:5) and to David 
(2 Samuel 7:4-19; Acts 2:30). Yet, those promises form the basis of God’s 
plan and purpose for the earth and mankind upon it. 

Those in denial of God’s eternal promises to Abraham often quote Joshua 
21:41-44 and 1 Kings 8:56, insisting that those promises have been fulfilled, 
thereby negating the fact that God promised the earth as an everlasting 
possession for Abraham and his seed. They substitute their apostate theory 
of eternal life in heaven for the fulfillment of the promises made to 
Abraham regarding the land of Canaan for an everlasting possession 
(Genesis 17:8). Thus, they ignore God’s promise through his servant David 
in Psalm 37:29, The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein 
forever; and, as Jesus declared in Matthew 5:5, Blessed are the meek; for 
they shall inherit the earth.     

As we ponder God’s promises to Abraham, we take notice that God 
made promises of two sorts. One promise was to thee and to thy seed 
forever as recorded in Genesis 13:14-15; while the other promise was made 
in regard to Abraham’s natural seed that would number as the “stars of 
heaven” (Genesis 15:5). It is vital to notice the second promise was made to 
seeds as of many (Galatians 3:16), of whom God says in Genesis 17:8, I will 
give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land… and I will be their God. 
Thus God made two different promises to Abraham: one promise regarding 
Abraham’s seed as of one – thy seed, which is Christ (Galatians 3:16); and a 
second promise to Abraham’s natural seed as of many… thy seed after thee 
(Galatians 3:16; 15:5; 17:8). 
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When Joshua 21:43-45 speaks of the promises made to Israel that were 
fulfilled, the promise to “seeds as of many” is being addressed. The promise 
to thee and thy seed was definitely not fulfilled, as Stephen declared that 
Abraham had not been given his inheritance in the land, i.e., not so much as 
to set his foot on (Acts 7:5). Therefore, the promise to thee (Abraham) 
and thy seed (Christ) still awaits fulfillment. Also, Hebrews 11:13 
declares that Abraham and Sarah died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar off, while verse 40 clearly shows that 
all those Old Testament worthies will receive their reward at the same time 
the apostles and saints do, meaning they did not receive them two thousand 
years in the past as some profess.   

The apostate view purports that because the LORD gave unto Israel all 
the land which he sware to give unto their fathers; and they possessed it, 
and dwelt therein (Joshua 21:43-45), that all that was promised to Abraham 
was fulfilled. However, the “fathers” mentioned in this twenty-first chapter 
of Joshua were the “fathers” of the tribes who were alive at the time (some 
450 years later). The “eternal” blessings to Abraham are not in view here. 
Verse 45 declares that what was fulfilled was that natural Israel was given 
possession of the Promised Land, and the LORD gave them rest round 
about (vs. 44). Also in 1 Kings 8:56, we read that which was declared to 
have been fulfilled was given by the hand of Moses: again, Abraham’s 
eternal blessing is not here addressed. In Deuteronomy 28:1-14 we are 
informed of the many good things God said to Israel through Moses, 
addressing what He was promising natural Israel. As Israel reached the 
Jordan River and was about to enter the Promised Land, God again spoke to 
Joshua of all the good things He would do for natural Israel (Joshua chapter 
1).   

We understand through God’s many prophecies addressing Israel’s 
dispersion, as well as its future restoration, that God had not finished with 
His promises to Israel. The entire chapter of Ezekiel 37 (seven hundred 
years later) speaks of the “valley of dry bones” of Israel; that they were to 
be resurrected and blessed. Also, Ezekiel 36 addresses God’s prophetic 
intention to restore Israel and execute His full plan which He promised 
Abraham. Over a thousand years later, in the New Testament, we see God 
sending His angel to tell Mary that she would give birth to a son who would 
reign over the house of Jacob, and that his Kingdom would be established 

“forever” (Luke 1:32-33).   

Is the Kingdom of God a Church? 

The reason some churches seek to dispel the reality of the Abrahamic 
promises is because they believe and teach that the “kingdom” is 
actually their church. That is doing extreme violence to the word of God. 
The word “kingdom” is derived from the Greek term basileia, while the 



Christadelphian Advocate March 2021                              p. 79  

word “church” is derived from the Greek term ekklesia. They are not the 
same thing at all. Kingdoms have existed for the entire six thousand years of 
Biblical history, while “ekklesias,” as we know them, have existed only for 
the last two thousand years. Bible Truth clearly teaches that both the 
Abrahamic and the Davidic promises address the future kingdom of God. 
The mistaken belief of the church being the Kingdom has no Scriptural 

support whatsoever.   

In a debate with a religious group that claimed their church was the 
Kingdom of God, the opposing debater quoted Colossians 1:13 which reads, 
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son. In answer, it was 
pointed out that the term “into” is translated from the Greek word eis 
(Strong’s #1519 – translated “to, toward, into, for”), and that eis is 
translated “for” in the same chapter in verse 16, which declares all things 
were created by him, and for him, and that verse 13 should read, “hath 
translated us for the kingdom,” not into the kingdom. As a follow up that 
this interpretation “for” is valid, we read in Matthew 25:31, When the Son of 
man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he 
sit upon the throne of his glory. That could not be a reference to any 
“church,” for it is a reference to the time when the Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the House of 
Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end (Luke 1:32-33).                                                                                                                

In Luke 13:28, Jesus tells the Jews that they will weep when they shall 
see Abraham, and Isaac and Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom of 
God. This cannot be a reference to the church, for all those individuals 
mentioned in this passage would have been dead hundreds of years before 
the church age began. The passage speaks of a time when those dead ones 
are raised, the kingdom of God is established, and the faithful are given 
entrance into the Kingdom (Matthew 25:31-46); not a reference to any 
church. Daniel 12:3 and Matthew 13:43 declare that the wise and righteous 

The Temple of Ezekiel’s Prophecy 
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shall shine as the brightness of the firmament… in the kingdom of their 
Father. There has never been seen in any church someone in possession of 
the brightness and glory of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). 

In Matthew 25:31-46, we are blessed with a reference to the judgment of the 
saints. The  righteous are invited in verse 34, Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom (basileia, not the ekklesia) prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. Let us recall that verse 31 assures us that this is 
when Jesus shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then 
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory.     

                                                            Wayne R. Tanner, Bulverde, TX 

We present the following book reviews for our readers’ attention and 
information. These two books were written by Brother Philip Kapusta of 
Richmond, Virginia, and are available from Amazon. These books were not 
produced in association with the Advocate.   

Brief reviews of these two books are provided below, compiled from 
portions of the books’ introductions and reader reviews. 

                               The Christadelphian Advocate Publishing Committee      

Blood Guilt: Christian Responses to  
America’s War on Terror 

The subject of this book is Conscientious 
Objection. It was compiled and written 
over a period of more than ten years. It 
uses as its back drop the September 11, 
2001 terrorist attacks along with 
America’s subsequent wars. Essays, 
lectures, newspaper articles, personal 
letters, and on-line postings are brought 
together in this book in its 36 chapters and 
568 pages. The book title comes from 
Psalm 51:14 which says, Deliver me from 
bloodguiltiness. 

Brother Philip states in the introduction: 
“Critics will quickly characterize the 
author as an anti-war pacifist. Such a 
label, however, would be grossly 
inaccurate… Its message is not intended 

BOOK REVIEW 
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to be a political one. Instead, the message is spiritual… It is important for 
the reader to understand that the author’s views with respect to warfare are 
based upon a belief that the Bible should be the supreme authority over all 
other voices. The premise of this book is that Christians are to be ruled by 
the Word of God and by the spirit of Jesus – not by a spirit of fear, 
patriotism and self-preservation.” 

Reviewers Comments: “As a Christian teacher and speaker, I found Mr. 
Kapusta’s book inspiring, informative, and a resource that I will be able to 
draw on. There are many conflicts that Christians have when making a 
choice to serve in the military. Many know and feel that there is something 
that is inconsistent with the teachings of the Bible, yet their spiritual leaders 
encourage them to go and fight… This is very inconsistent with the life and 
teachings of our Lord and Savior. Mr. Kapusta has step-by-step provided all 
the Scriptures on how our walk should be till our Lord returns, 
understanding that there will come a time when Christ will come with all the 
saints against those nations that come to fight against Israel.” — L.A. 

“This whole book is masterful: a gold mine of fully documented information 
– factual, historical and theological... It is a work of rigorous scholarship by 
a Christian writing about a needed, indeed a non-negotiable, correction of 
direction in the course of the institutional Churches of Christianity in regard 
to war, violence, nationalism, and the military and Church-State relations... I 
do not think there are many works that could be more morally, and hence 
spiritually, advantageous for a pope, a patriarch, a bishop, a priest, a 
minister, a pastor or a pew warmer to read and ponder for his or her own 
salvation and the salvation of all human beings.” — C.M. 

“If anyone had told me years ago that one day I would read a book on the 
topic of Christianity and conscientious objection to war, I wouldn’t have 
believed them. It wasn’t a subject that held any natural appeal to me. It was 
easy to write off Christians who held such views… Then I met the author of 
Blood Guilt, learned of his work on this topic, and decided to ‘hear him out’ 
by reading the book. Little did I know how much it would transfix and 
transform me... this book forever changed my mind, heart, and the direction 
of my life.” — L.T. 

Giving Thanks 

This book is a compilation of more than 500 mealtime prayers, graces and 
table blessings “…which can be used in an individual or family setting to 
give thanks and remembrance to God for His continual provision of our 
daily food.”  

“All food is God’s gift to man. God is not only the Creator but the Preserver 
of His creatures. Food is absolutely necessary to maintain the physical life 
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of man, and duty demands that what is 
given by the Creator, necessary though 
that gift may be, should be acknowledged 
by an act of thanksgiving on the part of 
the creature. To thank God for our 
creation, preservation, and for all the good 
things of this life, is both natural and 
right, and man has always felt it so to be. 

We remember also that God’s original gift 
of food to man was repeated and enlarged 
to Noah after he left the Ark. The sons of 
Noah, who became the forefathers of the 
three great branches of the human race, 
doubtless transmitted to their immediate 
descendants the knowledge of God’s 
charter made with them, ‘Every moving 
thing that lives shall be food for you; and 
as I gave you the green plants, I give you 
everything’ (Genesis 9:3). 

Thus, a tradition was derived down through the ages which was never 
wholly disregarded, namely, that God had established a definite covenant 
with the human race in this respect, and had made them His debtors in 
regard to food, which they must acknowledge with thanksgiving… 

While we find the duty of receiving all God’s good gifts with thanksgiving 
repeatedly urged in the New Testament, the particular duty of giving thanks 
before meals is taught to us not only by the petition in the Lord’s Prayer, 
‘give us this day our daily bread,’ but also by the example of our Lord 
himself, and by that of his apostles… 

No [other] actual form of words used by Jesus or his apostles has come 
down to us [in regard to giving thanks for our food]. As so often in 
Scripture, the broad principle is laid down, but we are not tied to any one 
particular way of giving it effect. We are at liberty to give thanks as we 
will.” 

The following is a sample table blessing from this book: 

O God, when I have food, 
help me to remember the hungry; 

When I have work, 
help me to remember the jobless; 

When I have a home, 
help me to remember those who have no home at all; 

When I am without pain, 
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help me to remember those who suffer, 
And remembering, 

help me to destroy my complacency; 
bestir my compassion, and be concerned enough to help; 

By word and deed, 
those who cry out for what we take for granted. 

These books may be purchased through Amazon.com by searching for each 
book by its ISBN-10 number “0983375356” (Blood Guilt) and 
“098337533X” (Giving Thanks). Please note that used, first edition, out of 
print copies of Blood Guilt are being sold on Amazon for exorbitant prices. 
To obtain the more affordable second edition, use the above ISBN number 
to avoid being taken advantage of.  

ECCLESIAL NEWS  

News items must be received no later than six weeks prior to the 
intended issue. Ecclesial news may be sent to Sister Kathy 
Washeck at kwasheck@hotmail.com. Ecclesial news is also 
posted on a password-protected section of The Christadelphian 
Advocate’s website. The current password is ecclesia. The 
website is www.christadelphianadvocate.org. 

RICHMOND, VA (CHAPEL) – Sister Cora Morrissette fell asleep in 
Christ on October 9, 2020 at the age of 92, after 76 years of faithful service 
in the Lord’s vineyard. As a young sister, she was greatly encouraged in her 
faith by a trip to the Arkansas Bible School in 1946. There she formed 
many lifelong friendships with brothers and sisters that she met from 
various parts of the United States and Canada. Sister Cora and her husband, 
Brother Robert (“Bobby”) Morrissette, were instrumental in forming the 
Virginia Christadelphian Youth Camp program, which began in 1961. She 
also served as chief cook during one of the camp weeks for several years, 
and prepared the first camp menu, to provide variety in the meals served, 
without sacrificing needed nutrition. Sister Cora is remembered by former 
campers for her warm smile and words to them in the meal line, and for 
walks that she made some campers take with her when she thought they 
needed some motherly advice. Many brethren fondly remember Sister Cora 
for her gracious hospitality in her home, her Bible teaching, her work at the 
Youth Camp, and/or various acts of kindness. As one former camper fondly 
wrote to her children, “She was your mother, but she was everybody’s Aunt 
Cora.” 
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ALSO: We are thankful to announce the baptism of Sister Katherine 
Hewitson on October 24, 2020.  She was baptized by her husband, Brother 
Jonathan Hewitson, with a service led by Brother Barry Hewitson. In 
addition to Sister Katherine, we are happy to welcome Brother Jonathan 
Hewitson as a new members.   

Through the use of technology, we have seen many brethren living in 
isolation blessed with an increased sense of belonging within a larger 
ecclesial family, leading some to request ecclesial membership. We gladly 
welcome the following out-of-town brethren as members: Brother Paul and 
Sister Irma Martin from Lucedale, MS; and Brother Brandon, Sister Ariella, 
and Brother Zach Strauss from Pflugerville, TX.   

                                                                                             Brad Ricks 

NEW MEXICO BIBLE SCHOOL – LORD willing, the 2021 New 
Mexico Bible School will be held July 17-23 in the cool pines of NM. 
Should we need to cancel due to health reasons related to COVID-19, those 
registered will be contacted. All are welcome to attend; we fellowship 
exclusively under the Unamended Statement of Faith. Please contact Sister 
Julie Herrera at registrar.nmbibleschool@yahoo.com, or call 575-404-1656. 

                                                                                             Judy Bouma   

Tucson, AZ (Isolation) − It is with sadness that we report the passing 
of  Sister Ruth Farnham at the age of 96. Sister Ruth was a key figure in the 
Los Angeles Unamended Ecclesia for many years. She was a dedicated 
student of God’s Word and a personal inspiration. Ruth was born in central 
Texas on June 7, 1924 and moved to California at a young age. Sister Sue 
(Woods) Greenwall became her hairdresser and during hair appointments 
they would discuss religion. During the Six Day War in 1967, Ruth became 
more interested and started attending the ecclesia. Her husband Gene 
Farnham began to attend occasionally. In November of 1973, Ruth 
professed her faith and was baptized by Brother L.E. Parker. Sister Ruth and 
Gene continued to attend, and Gene was baptized in 2003. Gene became a 
contributing brother, and he and Ruth were stalwarts of the ecclesia until 
2010 when they moved from California to Tucson, AZ to a retirement 
facility to be near their daughter. Sister Ruth was preceded in death by her 
husband, who fell asleep in 2015. Ruth’s health had been waning but her 
mind was sharp to the very end. In conversation she seldom wanted to talk 
about herself but was always eager to pivot to a discussion of current events 
and God’s plan. She had a knack for fitting the perfect Bible verse to any 
occasion. Sister Ruth fell asleep on December 27, 2020. She was a devoted 
servant of our Lord and we pray that her time asleep in the Lord will be 
short. 

                                                                                          Bobby Conrad 
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AS THE DAY APPROACHES 

Readers are invited to send items of interest  
for this section directly to the Editor at 
editor@christadelphianadvocate.org 

RICHMOND, VA (HALL) – On January 7, 2021 our community lost 
Brother Frank Keyser. The word “enjoy” derives from the French meaning 
to “joy in.” Everyone who knew Brother Frank experienced joy in his 
company. He was part of what we confess we are, Christ’s Brethren. 
Brother Frank made our fellowship with one another so much more 
meaningful and enjoyable. His loss is and will be deeply felt, not just in our 
ecclesia, but by all who knew him and experienced his spirit, having been 
motivated and strengthened by this elder Brother. We sorrow with his wife, 
Sister Helen, and their son, Brother Erik as we pray, “even so come Lord 
Jesus.” 
                                                                                            Casey King 

The following introductory comments regarding the snippet below were 
taken from Brother Myles Kaufman’s Daily World Watch dated December 
28, 2020: 

“Amidst all the chaos, death, sickness and ‘men’s hearts failing them for 
fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the Earth,’ 
there continues to be remarkably Good News that should reinforce our 
hope in the promises of God. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
continues to work with His scattered people and fulfill His promise to 
bring them back to the land. They are being ‘fished’ (Jeremiah 16:16) 
from the four corners of the world as the Bible predicted. Read below 
where they have been drawn out from, and then realize it is God’s hand 
working to bring His promise to fruition! The final grains of sand are 
quickly falling through the hourglass, and very shortly every one that is 
looking for him will witness the return of the Messiah. Pray without 
ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17). The end of all things is at hand: be ye 
therefore sober, and watch unto prayer (1 Peter 4:7).”   

_________________________ 

More than 20,000 Olim from 70 Countries Moved to Israel in 2020: The 
Jewish Agency for Israel estimates that it will have assisted more than 
20,000 olim (new immigrants) from 70 different countries make aliyah by 
the end of the year despite the COVID-19 pandemic. According to the 
Jewish Agency, during the January-November period this year, some 10,200 
people arrived from the Commonwealth of Independent States – the former 



Christadelphian Advocate March 2021                               p. 86 

Soviet Union; 3,120 
from Western Europe 
(2,220 from France); 
2,850 from North 
America, (2,550 from 
the US); 1,500 from 
Latin America; 280 
from South Africa; 
and 90 from Australia 
and New Zealand. The 
total number of olim 
from Ethiopia is 1,200. 
“Twenty thousand people who were ready to leave everything behind, in a 
challenging period of global turmoil, to come and build a new life in Israel.” 

The aliyah numbers for the year coincided with a sharp increase in people 
interested in moving to Israel. Since the start of 2020, the Jewish Agency 
has received some 160,000 inquiries about immigration to Israel and has 
opened about 41,000 new aliyah application files, including 28,000 from 
Western countries – twice the number in 2019.   

                                                  The Jerusalem Post, December 28, 2020   

Iran Votes to Destroy Israel – Haman’s Decree Repeating Itself? On the 
anniversary of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps commander Qasem 
Soleimani’s assassination [January 3], Iran published their plan to exact 
vengeance for his death by destroying Israel. The bill states that the 
government is “obligated to make arrangements to destroy the usurping 
Zionist regime.” The plan included expelling US forces from the region, 
confronting the actions of the “usurping Zionist regime,” and countering 
American economic terrorism against Iran. 

Spokesman of the Hebron Jewish community Rabbi Yishai Fleisher 
responded to the vote, seeing it as a re-creation of the Biblical story 
of Purim whereby the evil Haman convinced the King of Persia to kill the 
Jewish people only to see his plan backfire, saying: “Doubling down on 
fanatical Jihadism, Iran’s parliament votes to destroy Israel. Reminds me of 
Iran’s HAMAN of 2,500 years ago who ordered the hanging of Mordechai – 
but ended up hanging himself.” Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Esther 
the queen and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold, I have given Esther the house of 
Haman, and him they have hanged upon the gallows, because he laid his 
hand upon the Jews (Esther 8:7). 

                                                         ISRAEL365 NEWS, January 4, 2021 
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Ancient Two-Shekel Weight Discovered  

Near Western Wall 

An ancient limestone weight, dating to the Iron Age – the First 
Temple period, which corresponds to the measurement unit of two 
shekels at that time, was discovered in an archaeological excavation 
adjacent to the Western Wall of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. The 
weight was retrieved during sifting of earthen fills by the City of 
David sifting project. The excavation is nearing its completion and 
researchers have unearthed many enlightening and unexpected 
discoveries that will soon be included in the tour of the Western Wall 
Tunnels. 

According to the 
directors of the 
excavation on behalf 
of the Israel 
Antiquities Authority, 
“The weight is dome-
shaped with a flat 
base. On the top of 
the weight is an 
incised Egyptian 
symbol resembling a 
Greek gamma (γ), 
representing the abbreviated unit ‘shekel.’ Two incised lines indicate 
the double mass: two shekalim. One of the uses of the shekel weight 
system during the First Temple period was to collect an annual tax of 
half a shekel dedicated to the sacrifices and upkeep of the Temple. 
According to previous finds, the known weight of a single shekel is 
11.5 grams, thus a double shekel should weigh 23 grams, exactly as 
this weight does. The accuracy of the weight attests to advanced 
technological skills as well as to the weight given to precise trade and 
commerce in ancient Jerusalem. Coins were not yet in use during this 
period, therefore accuracy of the weights played a significant role in 
business. 

Year-round and especially during the times of pilgrimage, the area at 
the foot of the Temple Mount was sure to be busy. Locals and 
pilgrims would have traded for sacrifices and offerings as well as for 
food, and other commodities. A weight such as the one discovered 
would have been used to measure accurate amounts of products at the 
market.” 

                                           The Jerusalem Post, October 13, 2020 


