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He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. 
Jeremiah 23:28 

 

 

 Speaking Advice for Young Brothers 

And after the reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the 
synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word 
of exhortation for the people, say on (Acts 13:15).  

A common feature of our weekly meetings is the exhortation, a lecture 
expounding upon our common faith meant to encourage one another in our 
walk on the path of life (Psalms 16:7). Similar public speaking occurs at 
gatherings and Bible School morning and evening lectures as well as in 
adult Sunday school classes. Our community’s standard practice is for adult 
baptized males to eventually adopt the role of speaking brothers. However, 
the degree of instruction, mentorship, or guidance to help young brothers 
assume that role is highly variable. The following (in the form of tips) is an 
attempt to offer some guidance to young brothers, as well as to serve as a 
resource for elder brothers in their mentoring of young speakers. 

Tip #1 – Beginning with and remaining closer to the Scriptures makes 
for stronger talks. 

Consider the examples of public instruction recorded for us in the Bible, and 
note how grounded in the Scriptures each is. For example, when Ezra 

addressed the people so that they would 
understand the words of the law...he read 
in the book of the law of God (Nehemiah 
8:13-18). Peter addressed the multitude 
on that which was spoken by the prophet 
Joel (Acts 2:16). Also, consider our Lord 
and Savior, And he came to Nazareth, 
where he had been brought up: and, as 
his custom was, he went into the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood 
up for to read. And there was delivered 
unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. 
And when he had opened the book, he 
found the place where it was written... 
(Luke 4:16). The focus on all these 
examples was the Word of God.  

ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL 
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A prevailing approach used in apostate Christianity’s churches is to draw on 
popular culture, science, other religions, or personal experiences as the 
primary material communicated in “sermons,” while the Bible is less 
prominent. Keeping to the Scriptures for talk topics and exhortation is 
always a better approach for multiple reasons. First, a talk that is not 
grounded in the Scriptures will often have a message that could be heard in 
any apostate church. Beginning and remaining in the Scriptures will 
inevitably reflect the unique doctrinal principles of the Truth that set our 
community apart from the rest of the world. Second, the less a talk is about 
the Scriptures, the more susceptible the talk is to misinterpretation and error, 
as sinful nature permeates all of man’s works and ideas. Lastly, the 
members of the audience (brothers, sisters, young people, friends of the 
Truth) expect and want to hear about the Scriptures from brothers at the 
podium. This is not to say that reflections on personal experiences or other 
sources are never appropriate, but their mention should not be the focus of 
the speaker’s message. 

Tip #2 – Reasoned and thoughtful support of a key concept makes for 
stronger talks. 

Acts 17:2-3 records that Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and 
three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, opening and 
alleging that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the 
dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ. This was not 
unlike our Lord’s approach, And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, 
he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself 
(Luke 24:27). In both these examples, the approach to instruction was to 
provide compelling evidence in support of an ultimate point of doctrine. 
Moreover, both of these examples follow a linear and logical progression. 
Paul’s instruction was on the sequence of events that was required of the 
Messiah and how Jesus fulfilled them. Our Lord’s instruction was also 
linear, beginning with a singular point of Scripture and building the weight 
of evidence with further Biblical examples to support it.  

Conceptually, a linear approach of stepping an audience point by point 
through evidence to arrive at a conclusion makes sense, while providing a 
structure for the speaker. For example, following the progression of Divine 
revelation, the events in an individual’s life, or the foundational concepts 
leading to larger doctrinal points, provides an inherent order for the speaker 
and a clear path to the desired point. It also helps identify topics, concepts, 
comments, or ideas that are not relevant to the broader point, and thus may 
be a distraction best excluded. For the audience this is easier too. Nonlinear 
communication and diversions can serve a purpose, but as a general rule 
should be avoided, as these can easily distract and confuse, causing the 
audience to miss the intended point. A logical, well-reasoned progression to 
an obvious conclusion is simply easier to follow.  
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For exhortations or lectures, content applicable to supporting our walk, 
improving our understanding, or strengthening our faith are each appropriate 
topics. These fit within the purposes of Scripture as …profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness (2 
Timothy 3:16). For any of these topics, the focus on a single main point with 
a logical, linear progression will make for a stronger and more effective talk. 
As Paul states, he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do 
it with simplicity (Romans 12:8). 

Tip #3 – Speech becoming a brother of Christ makes for stronger talks.  

As brethren of Christ, we have accepted that we must strive to meet 
expectations of behavior and presentation, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation (1 Peter 1:15-16). What is true of our lives in general extends 
to exhortations and lectures. In this venue, our responsibility is to edify, 
encourage, and strengthen. As Paul instructs, Let no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that 
it may minister grace unto the hearers (Ephesian 4:29). Our speech is to be 
seasoned with salt (Colossians 4:6), and to speak evil of no man (Titus 3:2) 
or of our brethren (James 4:11). Fortunately, only once have I heard a 
lecture that did not conform to these expectations. 

Tip #4 – Avoiding speculation makes for stronger talks. 

Solomon provided a sobering commentary 
on all that we will think and do: The thing 
that hath been, it is that which shall be; and 
that which is done is that which shall be 
done: and there is no new thing under the 
sun (Ecclesiastes 1:9). Beginning a lecture 
with the goal of providing “something new” 
will very likely result in an inferior talk. As 
Solomon said, there is truly nothing new. 
Additionally, the Scriptures warn against the 
dangers of seeking something different, 
Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, 
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is 
the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 
find rest for your souls. But they said, We 
will not walk therein (Jeremiah 6:16). 
Novelty or speculation inherently is problematic because it cannot 
sufficiently remain close to the Scriptures, nor can it be built upon a strong, 
logical, Scriptural evidence base. A fair assumption is that the reflective 
audience member will not be concerned with the unknowable, or be desirous 
to hear something new. Instead, the reflective audience member will be 
more concerned with their ability to understand and walk in a manner 
consistent with God’s expectations. 

 

Paul did not have 
excellency of 
speech … the 
apostles had no 
formal training … 
What is important 
is the content of 
the talk:  focus on 
the content! 
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The talk itself is not the setting for excessive speculation or to explore 
concepts that are outside of fundamental doctrine. Keep in mind that the 
structure and nature of a talk is that of a one way flow of information. This 
places the focus and priority on the audience’s understanding, edification, 
and development. Talks that engage in excessive speculation (i.e., provide 
no strong, Scripturally-supported evidence) or are too outside fundamental 
doctrine (i.e., at best a doubtful disputation Romans 14:1), are hard pressed 
by nature to benefit the audience. We do not know all the answers, but 
exploration on speculative issues is best served in two-way or multi-way 
communication with thoughtful and experienced brethren in the context of a 
home ecclesia’s class nights. As with many things in life, discerning what is 
excessive is a matter of balance and degrees, but as a general rule 
(particularly for younger brothers), avoiding speculation outside of 
fundamental doctrine is a good practice. 

Tip #5 – Content over style makes for stronger talks. 

Public speaking is a common fear and challenge for many individuals. 
Numerous guides and how-to resources exist to give advice like: practice, 
omit needless comments, outline your thoughts, use plain language, etc, etc. 
It is true that preparation will help overcome or at least allay many brothers’ 
public speaking concerns. However, content is critical, while style is 
irrelevant. Paul did not have excellency of speech (1 Corinthians 2:1), and in 
fact he described himself as rude (uncultured) in speech (2 Corinthians 
11:6). Likewise, the apostles had no formal training, but convinced 
multitudes that Jesus was the Messiah (Acts 2:40-42; 4:4). What is 
important is the content of the talk: focus on the content! 

                                                                                                 Josh Vest 

Our community relies on one another for education and edification through 
articles, lectures, and classes. Hopefully, the above will help younger 
brothers embrace and accomplish this responsibility. (Sketch by Brother 
Andrew Johnson.) 

 

Father, Forgive Them;  
for They Know Not What They Do.   

(Luke 23:34) 

The crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ can be a difficult read. Had we been 
able to follow him during his sufferings, do we imagine ourselves being able 
to watch or follow him through to the very end? The physical pain inflicted 

FEATURE ARTICLE  
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was harrowing, but the most significant part of Jesus’ final test was the 
mental aspect. It’s remarkable that Jesus never once complained or cursed 
anyone throughout the entire ordeal, particularly in relation to his perfect 
innocence from any act of sin. In the midst of Jesus’ ultimate trial, we see 
the true strength of his character and faith.  

As mentioned in the introductory article to this series, all of Jesus’ words 
were deliberate: none were frivolously uttered. Our Lord did not waste 
words; and as there is much to be gained by a diligent study of the words he 
spoke while living in relative security, how much more might there be in his 
last words: words uttered in the midst of his final trial which he endured 
through the knowledge of the “joy that was set before him”? This article is a 
consideration and exploration of what are likely the first words Jesus spoke 
after having been raised up on the cross: Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do (Luke 23:34). 

“Father” 

In Isaiah 42:8, God declares His name to be “Yahweh.” Strong’s 
Concordance (#3068 yhwh) defines the name to mean “the self-Existent or 
Eternal.” The word appears in Scripture as “the LORD.” Throughout the 
Old Testament, this is the title that men 
primarily used to refer to God. There are 
other titles, but most of the time we see 
that mankind generally addressed the 
Deity as “God,” “LORD,” or “LORD 
God.” This is significant, although our 
modern society cannot readily perceive 
the reason why because of how the 
concept of naming has changed over 
time. During Bible times, names had a 
suggestive quality. They were chosen 
because of the meaning of the word. For 
example, Isaac’s name means “laughter,” 
and he was so named because Sarah 
laughed within herself when the angel 
promised her a child in her old age 
(Genesis 18:12; 21:3). Inanimate objects 
were often named in the same manner 
(Joshua 22:27, 34). A name was not simply a title or label; it shed light on a 
quality of, or about a person or thing. Thus, when one heard the name Isaac, 
they knew the name meant “laughter.” Likewise, when a person heard the 
name “Yahweh,” they knew that Yahweh was the Eternal and Self-Existent 
One. In knowing God by this name, man would not be able to escape the 
authority that the name imparts. By simply understanding the meaning of 
God’s name, man is led to humble himself before Him in reverence: for how 
can we, who are but perishing creatures, compare to the self-existent 

 

The Lord taught, 
Blessed are the 
merciful: for they 
shall obtain mercy. 
Nowhere in Scripture 
is this teaching more 
profoundly 
demonstrated than in 
his prayers to God 
during his crucifixion.   
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Almighty? This is certainly the edification that God intended in revealing 
Himself by this name. 

With Jesus, however, we see something different. Like those before him, 
Jesus too refers to the Almighty as “God” and “LORD”, but he just as 
frequently refers to Him as “Father.” Jesus is the first person recorded to 
directly reference God by this title. It’s reasonable in light of the fact that 
Jesus was truly God’s son. The title “Father” is different than “LORD” in 
that it is a more intimate title. It tells of a close relationship that is special 
between Jesus and Yahweh. How wonderful the thought is that one could 
enjoy such intimate closeness with the source of all power and wisdom!  

It was by this name that Jesus cried to God while hanging from the cross. 
The fact that he chose this title over others speaks to the earnestness of his 
appeal. Does not “Father, forgive them” carry a different appeal than “God, 
forgive them”? Perhaps we can think of it as similar to us calling our fathers 
by their proper name as compared to “father.” One title emphasizes the 
individual, while the other emphasizes the relationship between both parties. 
As was mentioned, Jesus at this time was the only one who could correctly 
address God as his Father. Jesus was offering himself willingly because he 
knew, that by his sacrifice, all the obedient of mankind who wished to come 
to God could attain unto the same relationship that he had with the LORD. 
This was God’s intention for Jesus all along: God sent forth his Son, made of 
a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God 
hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 
Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir 
of God through Christ (Galatians 4:4-7). 

“forgive them” 

Recall that after bearing his cross to Golgotha, Jesus, exhausted and in pain, 
was laid down, stretched over the cross, and crudely fastened to it by nails 
thrust through his hands and feet. The cross was then reared into the air and 
slid into its designated slot with an abrupt jolt downward. Jesus then hung 
mostly from his penetrated hands and partially held himself up by his 
pierced feet. He looked, and surrounding him was the seething mob that 
placed him in his loathsome position. Many of these were the people that 
had falsely accused him, mocked him, cursed him, spat on him, beaten him, 
released a convicted murderer instead of him, and now they all surrounded 
his cross, still cursing and mocking. Matthew records that those who were 
passing by wagged their heads at him and railed, Thou that destroyest the 
temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, 
come down from the cross (Matthew 27:40). Even the Roman soldiers, who 
were without cause to have anything personally against Christ, offered him 
vinegar and mocked, saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself 
(Luke 23:37).  
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This being the situation of our Lord, what was Jesus’ plea to his Father 
regarding the people? Not of the sort that the circumstances would seem 
to warrant! What situation on earth was more 
justly worthy of complaint, cursing, or desire 
for vengeance? An innocent onlooker would 
not blame a man for taking that course in such a 
state. But consider the words our Master chose: 
forgive them. He asked that their transgressions 
might be pardoned. Is it possible that we fail to 
appreciate Jesus’ restraint and mental strength? 
Unlike any man before him, he was given the 
spirit without measure (John 3:34). He could 
have prayed for twelve legions of angels at any 
moment (Matthew 26:53). He possessed the 
power within himself to do anything he wanted. 
Yet, he abstained so completely from utilizing 
his power that a stranger could have followed 
him from his sufferings through to his death 
and seen no outward display of power beyond 
that of any other man.  

Those who were persuaded that Jesus was 
the son of God during his final trial were 
persuaded by the things he said, not by any 
personal display of power. Not only did he 
exhibit self-restraint, he went a remarkable step 
further and interceded on behalf of the 
multitude in a fulfillment of Isaiah 53:12, 
Therefore will I divide him a portion with the 
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the 
strong; because he hath poured out his soul 
unto death: and he was numbered with the 
transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors. 

“for they know not what they do.” 

This is an interesting thought. How did the people not know what they 
were doing? A quick reading of Acts 3:13-15 establishes that all of their 
actions were intentional. Indeed, it was their conscious choice to crucify 
him. They were given ample opportunity to release him: Pontius Pilate even 
having attempted to persuade them to let Jesus go. All of this, and yet we 
are told that they did not understand their actions? Peter reveals the answer 
in his discourse to the Jews in Acts 3: Brethren, I wot that through 
ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers (Acts 3:17). The Jews along 
with their leaders did not have a correct understanding of God’s plan and 
who Jesus truly was. They did not understand that the Messiah had to be 

Drawing by Brother 
Andrew Johnson 
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killed by his own people. Neither did they recognize Jesus as the true 
Messiah and Son of God, even though they had been told and shown by 
many miracles (Acts 2:22). The Jews were explicitly told that Jesus was the 
Son of God on numerous occasions and were given visible evidence, but 
they still did not believe or understand.  

The same sort of thing is seen with Jesus and his disciples in Luke 18:31-34 
in regard to his impending death, and it may help in our understanding of 
this passage, Then he (Jesus) took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, 
Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the 
prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished. For he shall be 
delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, 
and spitted on: And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the 
third day he shall rise again. Jesus told them in great detail all that would 
befall him, and he did so in straightforward terms. How did the disciples 
receive it? Verse 34 records that they understood none of these things. But 
why could they not understand? It was because the saying was hid from 
them, neither knew they the things which were spoken. The disciples’ minds 
had been clouded on the subject of Jesus’ death. It was not for them to know 
at the time. 

Likewise, it was not for the Jews to fully know and believe that Jesus 
was the Christ. In fact, their ignorance was that of necessity. Otherwise, as 
Paul explains, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory (1 
Corinthians 2:8). Would any of us who have been blessed to know Christ 
demand his death? Certainly not! But yet his crucifixion had to occur. If the 
Savior was not crucified, mankind would remain without hope. It was an 
integral part of God’s redemptive plan and a requirement of prophecy (Acts 
3:18, 26:22-23). The sin of the people and their leaders was a most terrible 
one (what worse could there be?), but even this sin was forgivable if the 
offenders were repentant and baptized (Acts 3:19). Their eyes were shut 
before his crucifixion and thus they acted upon their own desires, but after 
Christ was raised and his disciples informed the people of his resurrection, 
the Jews were smitten by the realization of their actions (record of this is 
found in Acts 2:36-39). 

It’s important to our subject to note that Jesus understood the 
indispensability of the Jews’ ignorance. He was aware that if the Jews 
knew and believed him, they would not deliver him up. This factor needs to 
be taken into account when we read through his sufferings because it helps 
define Jesus’ perspective throughout his suffering. He understood the 
beginning and end of God’s plan and what was necessary for it to come to 
fruition. That program required the Messiah to be killed by his own people; 
it was by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God that he was 
crucified (Acts 2:23). Thus it was God’s will, and to this will our Lord 
ascribed his purpose saying, I came down from heaven, not to do mine own 
will, but the will of him that sent me (John 6:38). This view of the situation 
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is drastically different from man’s view of things. Jesus was not strictly 
focused on the current situation; rather he was looking at the larger picture 
and the glorious end result that was promised upon his success.  

For Jesus, the world and all aspects of life were perceived through the 
lens of God’s plan. What was pleasing to his Father was pleasing to 
him; what was abhorrent to his Father was abhorrent to him. So it was 
with Jesus’ death and the mode through which it would be 
accomplished. All of these things combine to form a glimpse of Jesus’ 
perspective, helping us to see how it is that he could look at his accusers 
and ask the Almighty to forgive them. 

With a thorough understanding of God’s purpose for mankind and the earth, 
Jesus’ sufferings were not just an agonizing ordeal. They, though 
undoubtedly trying, were the essential means of perfecting his character that 
prepared him to be the Savior of the entire race (Hebrews 5:8-9). This 
understanding was also supplemented by the knowledge that by the Jews’ 
rejection of him, salvation would be extended to the Gentiles so that they 
too could have hope (Acts 3:13; 13:46, Romans 11:11).  

What We Learn 

What does this all mean for us? The Lord taught, Blessed are the merciful: 
for they shall obtain mercy (Matthew 5:7). Nowhere in Scripture is this 
teaching more profoundly demonstrated than in his prayers to God during 
his crucifixion. If we hope to obtain mercy, we must ourselves be merciful. 
If Jesus could pray for mercy on behalf of those who delivered him to his 
death, how can we justly withhold our mercy? We see also that even with 
our bitter enemies, it is better not to wish them ill, but to lean on mercy and 
forgiveness in the hope that they might turn to God. The words of God’s 
servants should minister grace to those who hear them, no matter the 
situation (Ephesians 4:29). 

But perhaps the most difficult lesson we are taught is how to respond to 
persecution. Our persecutors themselves are in ignorance. Jesus warned his 
disciples of impending affliction and explained why it would come, All 
these things will they do unto you for my name’s sake, because they know 
not him that sent me (John 15:21). Again, And these things will they do unto 
you, because they have not known the Father, nor me (John 16:3). Our 
feelings toward our afflicters should resemble pity and sorrow, as they do 
not know the LORD. They are strangers to the goodness and love of God. 
More gravely, they are unaware of the wrath and righteous judgments that 
will be poured out on the unbelieving by Christ at his return, particularly on 
those who persecute and torment his brethren (2 Thessalonians 1:5-8). If 
they only understood the true consequence of their actions, they would not 
only refrain from afflicting God’s people, but they would likely turn to Him 
in complete abasement. The day of wrath and recompense will come, but it 
is not ours to execute now. Our brother Paul instructs, Dearly beloved, 
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avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord (Romans 12:19). But until 
that time of vengeance arrives, our part is to peacefully and mercifully 
manifest the way of the spirit in patient continuance, Looking unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of 
the throne of God (Hebrews 12:2). 

                                                                 Tanner Hawkins, St. Peters, MO 

 

 
Readers are asked to submit questions 
to be answered as well as comments 
on previously published answers in 
this section. Questions and comments 
may be sent to:  Brother Ken Wood  at question@christadelphianadvocate.org  

Q & A 

Population Explosion of Children of Israel While in Egypt 

And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six 
hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children (Exodus 12:37). 

Question: How do we understand what seems to be an incredible growth in 
numbers of the children of Israel over a few generations before their 
deliverance from Egypt? 

Answer: It is agreed that a population growth of this magnitude in just a few 
generations seems incredible. The key questions that need to be answered 
to explain this population “explosion” are: 

1) What was the actual duration of time and number of generations 
from the time that Jacob and his family entered Egypt until the 

Israelites were delivered at the hand of Moses? 

2) How many made up the first generation of this fledgling nation of 

Yahweh’s people? 

3) What would the population growth rate, based on birth and death 

ratios, have to be, and is it reasonable? 
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Once we have an answer to these three questions, then it is a matter of 
simple mathematics that could explain the very large numbers of Israelites at 
the time of the Exodus. 

Time in Egypt and Number of Generations 

In order to determine the number of years that the Israelites were in Egypt, 
we need to pay close attention to the words in Exodus 12:40 where we find 
the period of 430 years given. The key is that it was the total duration of the 
sojourning of the children of Israel, and of those who dwelt in Egypt. Also, 
the Septuagint includes the words … and in the land of Canaan in addition 
to time lived in Egypt. This corroborates the fact that it included their time 
of sojourning. 

And when did the “clock” start? In Genesis 15:13, Abram is told that his 
seed would be afflicted 400 years. These 400 years then began with the birth 
of Isaac as the seed of Abraham who was first afflicted by Ishmael (the same 
400 years of affliction are described by Stephen in his defense before the 
Jerusalem council in Acts 7:6; whereas the 430 years began when 
Abraham’s “sojourning” commenced out of Ur of the Chaldees).* 

So how long did this leave for Jacob and his descendants to be residing 
in Egypt? It was actually only about half of the total period of 430 years.  
When we add the figures together: 30 years from Abram’s call to the birth of 
Isaac (Genesis 21:5) + 60 years to the birth of Jacob (25:26) + 130 years 
more until Jacob entered into Egypt (47:9), it equals 220 years. Subtracting 
220 from 430, the children of Israel’s time in Egypt was then ~210 
years. During this time, there could have easily been 7 or 8 generations, 
with a generation being the span of time during which children are born, 
grow up, become adults, and begin to have children of their own (generally 
considered to be 25 – 30 years). 

*refer to “harpscrossing.com – Timeline for Abram” for detailed explanation and 
reference texts 

Numbers in the First Generation and at the Time of the Exodus 

All those who went to Egypt with Jacob … those who were his direct 
descendants not counting his sons’ wives … numbered sixty-six persons. 
Adding Jacob himself, along with Joseph and his two sons, the men of 
Jacob’s family, on their entry to Egypt, were seventy in all (Genesis 46:26-
27 NIV). So, seventy men entered Egypt. Each is named in the preceding 
verses in Genesis 46. But how many total were there in this first 
generation of Israelites, including women of child-bearing age? 

We believe a good estimate of the initial Israelite population in Egypt is at 
least 100: 1 (Jacob) + 3 (Jacob’s wives) + 66 (Jacob’s male descendants 
arriving from Canaan) + 3 (Joseph and his two sons already in Egypt) + 12  
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(wives of Jacob’s sons) + ~15 (concubines and wives of Jacob’s grandsons).  

From this relatively small number of 100 or so, the population of the 
children of Israel would grow by leaps and bounds. Just one year after 
the Exodus, a census was undertaken to determine the strength of their army. 
All the Israelites twenty years old or more who were able to serve in Israel’s 
army were counted according to their families. The total number was 
603,550 (Numbers 1:45-46 NIV). This number is confirmed four other times 
in the books of Exodus and Numbers, twice as an exact figure and twice as a 
rounded number. 

What then was the total population, besides the fighting men, at the 
time of the Exodus? To the ~600,000, we need to add the men of the tribe 
of Levi who were not counted in the census, plus the women, children and 
elderly. Based on even conservative estimates of these other segments of the 
population, we could easily arrive at a total of 3 million or more. Now the 
question becomes: Is a population explosion from ~100 people to 3 million 
or more feasible in just 210 years? The answer is Yes! And we know why. It 
was providential. 

Population Growth Rate 

Indeed, the children of Israel were extremely fruitful under the providential 
care of God. In Genesis 47:27, we read that Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, 
in the country of Goshen …and grew, and multiplied exceedingly. By the 
time of the birth of Moses (about 118 years after Jacob’s death), the Hebrew 
population explosion was already alarming the Egyptians. We find Pharaoh 
pointing out to his people that the Israelites have become much too 
numerous for us (Exodus 1:9 NIV). 

Generally speaking, in a population group where there is ample food and 
shelter and no war, disease or major disaster, fertility rates and longevity of 
life can become very high. This was the case for the Israelites in their first 
few generations. They had long life spans, well over 100 years, with the 
three forefathers of Moses averaging 135 years. Despite their oppression and 
hard labor in Egypt at the hand of their taskmasters, the children of Israel 
flourished with Yahweh’s blessing. The population grew at exponential 
rates with large families, and old age being the major factor causing 
death. 

The only setback could have been the infanticide under the edict from 
Pharaoh at the time of Moses’ birth. But, it had little if any effect thanks to 
the Hebrew midwives. But the midwives feared God and did not do as the 
king of Egypt commanded them, but let the male children live … The 
midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the 
Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife 
comes to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives. And the people 
multiplied and grew very strong (Exodus 1:17-20). 
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What would the birth and death rates have to be to attain an Israelite 
population of say 3 million in just 210 years, and how do they compare 
to historical and recent figures? The table below provides the comparison: 

 

Sources: “Creation Wiki – Talk: Biblical Chronology Dispute” / “EH.net – Fertility and 
Mortality in the United States” / “indexmundi.com” 

We can see that the “population explosion” of the children of Israel was 
quite achievable compared with demographic data from the relatively recent 
past. The calculated birth rate for the Israelites in Egypt is similar to what it 
was in the US in 1800, but with a much lower death rate – the same as the 
world average death rate in 1950. More recent birth rates as well as death 
rates are much lower (as reflected above in the example of Israel in 2010). 

The Miracle 

The miracle was not the high birth rate but the much lower death rate as 
compared to other populations at that time in history. It was not unusual for 
fertility rates to be ten or more children per female. The miracle was that 
during the years the Israelites lived in Egypt they experienced very few 
miscarriages and low infant mortality, coupled with ample food, good health 
and no war or disaster. Therefore, the high birth to the relatively low death 
ratio was sustained for more than 200 years. 

Moses himself would have recognized the impact of the population 
explosion in a way that few others could appreciate. He wrote in Exodus 
23:25-26 NKJV, You shall serve the Lord your God, and he will bless your 
bread and your water, and I will take sickness away from among you. None 
shall miscarry or be barren in your land; I will fulfill the number of your 
days. When Moses fled Egypt to Midian there may have been about half a 
million Israelites, but when he returned, there would have been a six-fold 
increase. He recognized that God had watched over and blessed the 
Israelites while he was away. His charge to them was to remain faithful so  
God would continue to bless them with health, fertility, and long life. 

Population 
Birthrate  

(per 1000 people) 
Death rate  

(per 1000 people) 

Israelites while in Egypt 
(calculated estimates) 

60 10 

USA in 1800 55 20-25 

World Avg. in 1950 37 10 

Israel in 2010 20 5.5 
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Before his death, Moses told them that their blessing would continue as they 
readied to enter the Promised Land, The Lord your God has multiplied you, 
and here you are today, as the stars of heaven in multitude. May the Lord 
God of your fathers make you a thousand times more numerous than you 
are, and bless you as He has promised you! (Deuteronomy 1:10-11 NKJV). 

         Ken Wood, Richmond, VA 

EXHORTATION 

The Least Kept of All God’s Commandments 
 (Part 2) 

Part 1 addressed how the commandment to love God is possibly the least 

kept Biblical commandment, despite nearly all people on Earth having 
heard something about the God of Israel, and knowing something about 

God is a first step in learning to love Him. Delving deeper into this matter, 
we learn that loving the God of the Bible requires much more of human 

beings than a superficial knowledge. 

_______________________________ 

 

The writer to the Hebrews tells us in the great faith chapter of Hebrews 
11 that without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would 
draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 
who seek him (vs. 6  GWV). 

This tells us that “belief” and “faith” in specific things about God are 
essential, namely that:   

• The God He claims to be is the God who exists in reality. 

• He rewards those who seek after Him. 

• Both faith and seeking after Him are required, resulting in the need for 

determination and effort on our part since neither happens 

automatically. 
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What is this faith component? Faith consists of two things: belief and 
trust in His existence and His Word. The trust part relates to belief that God 
will perform the things He has promised, which in turn requires an 
understanding of the promises He has made. To acquire this understanding, 
a person must go to His Word (the Bible):   

• The promise to forgive us for 
our sins and shortcomings if 

we repent of our ways and 

petition Him for forgiveness. 

• The promise to raise us from 

the dead if we believe and 

manifest His Word and 
commandments, and enter 

into a new relationship with 

Him by baptism into Christ, 

through which we qualify as 

heirs of those things promised. 

• The promise to grant us a place in His kingdom as an immortal being 

under the Divinely-appointed King and Judge, Jesus the Christ. 

Believers in the God of the Bible are required to trust that He will fulfil all 
these promises, based upon the record of promises He has made and kept in 
the past (such as raising His only begotten Son from the dead). 

Lastly, God requires obedience to His commandments, which are set 
down in His Word. This presupposes that we have an understanding of 
what those commands are. For example, in 1 John 5:3 (KJV) we read, For 
this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his 
commandments are not grievous. Yet, this is where we find the greatest 
impediment to the world at large loving God, for He is a God that requires 
obedience to His commands (beginning with the Ten Commandments, all 
of which except the commandment to honour the Sabbath Day are restated 
in the New Testament, and are therefore applicable to all human beings and 
not just the Jews).  

So what’s the problem?  Human beings resent having to answer to anyone 
but themselves, and the commandments of  God are particularly unpopular 
with today’s world in that God condemns such practices as adultery, sexual 
relations outside of marriage, homosexual acts, idolatry, unclean and 
covetous acts/attitudes, etc. Prohibiting such practices is unacceptable to 
most people in the Western world today, and so in their mind, God and His 
Word must be banished from the public sphere (and increasingly not even 
tolerated in the private sphere). 

Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and 

with all thy mind. 

 Matthew 22:37 
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Even believers have difficulty from time 
to time with the command to love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your 
might. This is because loving God implies 
an emotional commitment to God, which 
can become problematic when we do not 
understand what God is allowing or doing. 
In these situations, some may question 
their faith. In fact, the greatest challenge 
to believers is trying to make sense of  
suffering, particularly when it hits close to 
home.   

Does anyone really think that a devout Jew who lost members of his family 
after terrible suffering in the Holocaust did not question whether God was 
really a God of love? While we accept that it is human beings who cause 
widespread suffering (Hitler, Stalin, Pol Pot, Mao, etc.), random accidents, 
birth defects, natural disasters, deaths, etc. still take a serious toll on human 
suffering where the thought is often entertained that God could have 
intervened or prevented those things from happening.  

Still, the problem facing believers is understanding that suffering serves 
a purpose in God’s plan and purpose, and are we not expected to endure 
suffering as did our Lord Jesus? (Luke 24:46-47; Matthew 16:21). However, 
some of the worthies of old in the Bible expressed their frustration with God 
from time to time. Jonah and Moses certainly did this. Did God get angry or 
punish his servants for these temporary challenges in their confidence and 
love for Him? Not at all. God accepts that we will not always understand all 
that He does or allows to happen in the world. 

What God asks is that we continue to trust Him even when we may 
have temporary lapses in our confidence and understanding of Him. In 
fact, His greatest act of love was in making human beings, a species 
completely different from the rest of the animal kingdom, a species that was 
created in His image and likeness, with the ability to respond to Him, to love 
Him, and have a relationship with Him. God was in no way obligated to 
create such special creatures in His image. This was an act of love by a 
loving God, and a second great act of love was to make it possible for 
members of this species to seek an eternal existence with Him. We are told 
this emphatically in the words of John 3:16-17, For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 
Again, there was no obligation on God’s part to make this special provision. 

…the greatest 
challenge to 
believers is trying 
to make sense of  
suffering, 
particularly when it 
hits close to home. 
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In addition, we must also remember with gratitude all the good things He 
has provided and done for us, including possible interventions in our lives. 
He wants us to recognize and remember that He alone knows the end from 
the beginning. He alone can see the big picture, whereas we can only focus 
on the immediate details. This is what sustained many of the faithful of past 
ages like those mentioned in Hebrews 11 – the great faith chapter. They 
were sustained by faith, particularly the trust element that God was with 
them, even in their trials.  

It is in this context that I wish to review an oft-quoted verse that is 
frequently misused because there is a strong qualifying statement 
within it that can be overlooked. The verse is  Romans 8:28, And we know 
that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his purpose. What is the qualifying statement in 
this verse? – to them that love God. Things will work together for good for 
them that love God (though not all the “called” are found righteous – 
Matthew 22:14). That “good” may not become apparent today, tomorrow, 
next week, or even next year, but it will happen in the longer-term scheme 
of things. This is the great assurance we have. The challenge for us is to 
keep trusting in God that He will recognize and reward the righteous.  

So let us make sure that we are not among the masses for whom the 
first and great commandment has little, if any, appeal. Rather, as 
believers in the one true God, let us make sure that we are engaged in all the 
various aspects that qualify us as truly loving God; including belief and trust 
in His promises, attentiveness to the keeping of His commandments, and an 
emotional commitment to love, serve, and thank Him for all the good things 
He has done and desires for us. As the Apostle Paul confessed: 

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38-39 KJV). 

                                                                    Richard Farrar, Drumbo, ON 

“Thou Shalt Love the Lord Thy God” – We must know who God is 
before we can love Him. We must know Him as Jesus knew Him, an all-
wise and loving Father. He is not our Father by nature… we are told by 
Paul in Ephesians that we are all by nature children of wrath…having no 
hope and without God in the world. Only by our learning from God’s Word 
His way, His plan of salvation, and the conditions on which He will accept 
us as adopted sons, can He become our Father. This implies a recognition 
on our part of God’s supremacy, majesty, and glory…  

Florence Ray Tucker, June 1951 Advocate, page 121 
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Excavating the Truth    

To “Seek” Yahweh 

2 Chronicles 14:7 – ...because we have sought the LORD our God, we have 
sought him, and he hath given us rest on every side.   

2 Chronicles 15:2, 4, 12, 15 – 
The LORD is with you, while 
ye be with him, and if ye seek 
him, he will be found of you, 
but if you forsake him, he will 
forsake you... they in their 
trouble did turn unto the 
LORD God of Israel,   
and sought him, he was found 
of them... And they entered 
into a covenant to seek the 
LORD God of their fathers 
with all their heart and with 
all their soul... and sought him with their whole desire; and he was found of 
them: and the LORD gave them rest round about.  

1) The Hebrew word for “seek” darash, has a far richer background than is 
implied in the English word seek, which generally means to simply look for 
something. The background of darash, can be most fully comprehended in 
the Arabic cognate: darasa.   

The Arabic darasa and the Hebrew darash originally meant “to deface, 
obliterate; something that has been covered over by sand so that it is 
concealed; the winds and time repeatedly passing over it, so that it is erased; 
a beaten path that is used continuously.” From here the words came to 
mean: “to read a book repeatedly in order to remember it, to study.”  

2) A related Arabic word is dars – “a road or way that is unapparent.” 
Also dursa – training / discipline; and mudaris – “a man who reads much 
and repeatedly.” Notably, most of the Arabic usage of these words refers 
specifically to the Jews and their Holy Scriptures.  

3) Thus, the original meaning of the word “seek” darash points to the great 
antiquity of knowledge concerning Yahweh, which became lost to the world 
over the ages. Yahweh has provided those that seek Him the means of doing 
so through fervent study and repeated reading of the Scriptures. Thus 
Messiah’s injunction, Seek, and ye shall find (Matthew 7:7), not the material 
needs and pleasures of this world, but Yahweh Himself, His kingdom and 
His righteousness (Matthew 6:33).  

                                                                                     from a Sister 

Seek ye the LORD while 
he may be found, call 
upon him while he is 

near. 

Isaiah 55:6 
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The Conclusion of the Whole Matter (Part 2) 

In the January introduction to Solomon’s conclusion of the whole matter 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13), we began consideration of the message of 
Ecclesiastes…concluding that Solomon held the answers to:  

• the problem of the shortness and frailty of life  

• the question of success and happiness in life, and … 

• the ultimate question – the meaning and purpose of life! 

We ended with Solomon’s final counsel to youth in the last two chapters of 
Ecclesiastes, finding:    

• The theme of Ecclesiastes is the 
vanity of all human activities 
apart from the fear of God; in 
other words …   

• The supreme reality in man’s 
existence is God, whether he 
knows or responds to it or not 
(man either ignores God and lives 
a vain existence, or he fears God, 
and in so doing, gains the chief 
good, not only in this life, but in 
the outcome of a Divine 
judgment with consequences beyond this life.)  

• Above all: in Ecclesiastes the uncertainties in life and the certainty 
of death are proclaimed as is the necessity of seizing the fleeting 
opportunity to overcome the condemnation to death (Genesis 3:19; 
John 5:24). 

Solomon’s message to youth is: Rejoice, O young man in thy youth, and let 
thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine 
heart, and in the sight of thine eyes; but know thou, that for all these things 
God will bring thee into judgment (11:9). In other words, Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth (12:1). All this is summed up in verse 
13: Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his 
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 

Here in part 2, we will address the first of these three imperatives:  

EXPOSITION 

God is love, but not 
unconditionally so. 
God is merciful, but 
He is also just, 
jealous for His holy 
name, and not a 
respecter of persons. 
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Fear God 

The fear of God is not a natural thing; the reverential awe and loving fear of 
God is taught and develops as a result of belief and understanding. We recall 
David’s admonition in Psalm 33:8, Let all the earth fear the Lord: let all the 
inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him. Yet, “fear” is a potent word, 
one that the flesh is not naturally comfortable with. There are a number 
of Hebrew and Greek words translated “fear” in the Scriptures, and due to 
their range of interpretation, we must rely upon the context to determine the 
intended meaning, for instance:  

• We read of Cornelius in Acts 10:1-
2, A devout man…that feared God 
with all his house (Greek phobeo – 
Strong’s #5399 “fear, be afraid, 
reverence, respect”); and Solomon 
declares in Proverbs 1:7, The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge (Hebrew yira – Strong’s 
#3374 “fear, reverence, piety”).      

• Though it seems the “Christian” 
world for the most part rejects fear 
as inconsistent with the worship of 
a loving God, the servants of the 
Lord are scripturally associated 
with a reverent fear. Philippians 2:12 admonishes us to work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling (Greek phobos – 
Strong’s #5401 “fear, terror, respect, reverence”). 

• When used in reference to God, Cruden’s Concordance comments 
that “fear” is used in both filial and servile applications, and we 
thus find translations from the Hebrew and Greek ranging from 
“frightened” and “trembling,” to “respect” and “reverence.”   

• Filial fear is generally defined as “of, suitable to, or due from a son 
or daughter,” and indicates devotion.    

• Servile fear is generally defined as “like or characteristic of a 
slave: humbly yielding or submissive,” implying a range of 
motivation from fearfulness to resignation to respect for power and 
authority. 

The common meaning of the word “fear” in this day and age is “anxiety 
in the presence of danger; respectful dread; uneasiness or 
apprehension” (Webster); whereas in Psalm 19:9 we read, The fear of the 
Lord is clean, enduring for ever. The comment on this verse in the Scofield 

What is implied by 
the label, “A God- 
fearing person?” 
Is this a label that 
we would want to 
be identified with, 
or would we feel a 
need to explain?    
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Bible is, “The fear of the Lord, a phrase of the O.T. piety, meaning 
reverential trust, with hatred of evil.”   

However, in the New Testament was Jesus merely reflecting Old Testament 
piety when he commanded his disciples, fear not them which kill the body…
but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell 
(Matthew 10:28)? Yet many within popular Christianity today maintain a 
reluctance to admit to any role for fearfulness in relation to God, issuing 
such statements as the following from a “Christian” website:  

“To understand the true meaning of ‘fear’ in the Biblical context as 
related to God, one must superimpose the fact that GOD IS LOVE, and 
therefore nothing to fear. It is impossible to fear the love of God… As 
such, it is necessary to substitute the word ‘love’ for the word ‘fear’ 
wherever it is encountered in scripture…” (Fear God and Keep His 
Commandments –slideplayer.com) 

Clearly, such a practice contradicts  
the inspired Word, for had the 
prophets and disciples meant to specify 
love in these many verses, they would 
have done so.  

What is implied by the label, “A God-
fearing person?” Is this a label that we 
would want to be identified with, or 
would we feel a need to explain (keeping 
in mind that in the ears of the Christian 
world the fear of God is a relic of the 
past, an expression of Old Testament 
piety)? Godly fear is not contrary to love 
and reverence for our Creator. As we 
mature in the Word and grow in 
knowledge and appreciation for God’s 
grace, mercy and love toward us, our 
“fear” will reflect that of a loving son or 
daughter. Still, how many of us have not tried the mercy of our God through 
neglect or willful sin, which should be a repugnant as well as a fearful thing 
for us. 

Truly the majesty of God is and should be a fearful thing for sinful 
mortal flesh! God sent Malachi to reprove Israel with the following words:  

A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: If then I be a 
father, where is mine honor? and if I be a master, where is my fear? … 
for I am a great King, saith the Lord of hosts, and my name is dreadful 
among the heathen (Malachi 1:6, 14).  

...is not the failure to 
fear God the 
essence of man’s 
depravity 
throughout the 
ages? … the “fear of 
the Lord” involves 
love and reverence 
as well as frightful 
apprehension, for 
we are all sinners. 
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God is love, but not unconditionally so. God is merciful, but He is also 
just, jealous for His holy name (Ezekiel 39:25; Exodus 34:14), and not a 
respecter of persons. Paul, speaking to believers regarding the judgment of 
those who will be found to have walked unworthy, states, It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God (Hebrews 10:31). Solomon 
declares; The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge (Proverbs 1:7). 
Brethren, is not the failure to fear God the essence of man’s depravity 
throughout the ages? Speaking of the unrighteous, Paul states, There is no 
fear of God before their eyes! (Romans 3:18). Jesus indicated the character 
of the unjust judge by describing him as what? … as one which feared not 
God (Luke 18:2), and Scripture records the rebuke spoken by the thief on 
the cross to the other thief who mocked Jesus, Dost not thou fear God? 
(Luke 23:40) Truly, the “fear of the Lord” involves love and reverence as 
well as frightful apprehension, for we are all sinners saved through grace. 
As Paul exhorted, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably 
with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 
12:28-29). 

We asked earlier how fear fits into acceptable worship. This may not be 
an easy question to answer without explanation: 

• to admit to an element of apprehensive respect in relation to God 
may be interpreted by some as a failure to understand and embrace 
the grace of God… 

• while to state that fear is contrary to the love of God surely 
neglects His supremacy, His majesty, and His absolute sovereignty.     

It would seem that as mortal beings, ever aware of our nature and our 
failures, working out our salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians 
2:12) would be understood as profound reverence and “godly fear” coupled 
with love and trust, for it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do 
of his good pleasure (vs. 13).  

We rely totally upon grace and forgiveness, understanding that we are 
on probation and will be judged according as our work shall be 
(Revelation 22:12). Therefore, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God (2 Corinthians 
7:1).  

                                                                      Jim Washeck, St. Peters, MO  

Lord willing, next month we will address the final components within 
Solomon’s “Conclusion of the Whole Matter” – “Keep His 

Commandments” and “The Whole Duty of Man.”    
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The Fifth Rib 

The Bible is not for the squeamish, and particularly some of the more 
eventful books of the Old Testament. One of these is 2 Samuel, which 
tells the story of the beginning of King David’s reign and in which large 
numbers of people came to a sticky end. It’s usually rendered “belly” or 
“stomach” in modern translations, but the following individuals weren’t just 
stabbed to death, they are stabbed under the fifth rib (KJV). 

1) 2 Samuel 2 tells the story of David’s battle with the house of his 
predecessor King Saul, waged between their rival generals, Joab for David 
and Abner for Ishbosheth. Joab’s army overcomes Abner’s and Abner runs 
for his life. One of Joab’s brothers, Asahel, who was “as swift as a gazelle 
of the plains,” chases after him and in spite of Abner’s pleas for him to turn 
aside for his own safety, catches up and pays the price, Abner with the 
hinder end of the spear smote him under the fifth rib, that the spear came 
out behind him (vs. 23). We have to assume that the butt of the spear was 
sharp. Another commentator said the butt end was sharp to stick the spear in 
the ground to hang the canteen on. 

2)  2 Samuel 3 is the next installment: Abner 
has had enough of Ishbosheth and tries to 
make peace with David. In Joab’s absence, he 
is warmly received (this is David’s chance to 
end the bloodshed and bring the warring 
Israelites together). However, when Joab 
returns from raiding and finds that David has 
let Abner get away, he’s incensed. He sends 
messengers to bring him back, and the 
unsuspecting Abner returns. In an act of cold-
blooded revenge for his brother’s death: Joab 
took him aside in the gate to speak with him 
quietly, and smote him there under the fifth 
rib, that he died, for the blood of Asahel his 
brother (vs. 27). 

3)  2 Samuel 4 tells of the fall of Ishbosheth. With the loss of his general 
Abner, his resistance to the triumphant and popular David is nearly at an 
end. Two of his captains, Baanah and Rechab, decided to take matters into 
their own hands; they sneaked into his house at midday while he’s asleep 
and smote him under the fifth rib: and Rechab and Baanah his brother 
escaped (vs. 6). The author adds with some relish that they smote him, and 
slew him, and beheaded him (vs. 7). It didn’t end well for them, however: 
David didn’t approve, and had them both executed. 

SELECTED 
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ECCLESIAL NEWS  

News items must be received no later than six weeks prior to the 
intended issue. Ecclesial news may be sent to Sister Kathy 
Washeck at kwasheck@hotmail.com. Ecclesial news is also 
posted on a password-protected section of The Christadelphian 
Advocate’s website. The current password is ecclesia. The 
website is www.christadelphianadvocate.org. 

4)  2 Samuel 20 completes the story of the rebellion against David by his 
son Absalom. It was all pretty awful, ending in the young man’s strange 
death (he was riding under a tree and his hair got stuck in it; Joab stabbed 
him with a javelin). David offered Joab’s job to Absalom’s general Amasa, 
which couldn’t have pleased him. Then when David had to put down 
another rebellion, Amasa was too slow gathering the troops – possibly 
deliberately. Seizing his moment, Joab went to meet him and grasped 
Amasa’s beard to kiss him. In his left hand, concealed under his tunic, was a 
sword, with which he smote him therewith in the fifth rib, and shed out his 
bowels to the ground, and struck him not again; and he died (vs. 10). 

So why the fifth rib? One possible explanation is that it’s where the heart 
actually touches the chest wall. Another explanation is that it’s not intended 
to be anatomically specific, which accounts for the translation as “belly” or 
“stomach.” 

(Christian Today, “Not for the Squeamish: How to Kill People 2 Samuel 
Style,” August 6, 2015) 

Comment: It would seem that the phrase “fifth rib,” as reflected in the 
Scriptures above, might best fall under the explanation that the original 
Hebrew was “not intended to be anatomically specific,” accounting for 
the translations “belly” and “stomach” (Strong’s #2570). The four 
examples above of smiting another “under the fifth rib,” understanding 
that these actions were accomplished in haste and/or without warning, 
and that at least three of the victims were apparently fully clothed, the 
precise placement of the blade under the actual fifth rib would be 
astonishing (particularly in the circumstances of Abner and Asahel – 
“with the hinder end of the spear,” as well as with Joab and Amasa – 
“shed out his bowels to the ground, and struck him not again”).  

HENDERSON, KY – The Henderson Kentucky Ecclesia lost a beloved 
Brother on November 8, 2019, when Brother Ray Morgan fell asleep in 
Christ after a long illness. Brother Ray became a Managing Brother shortly 
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after his baptism in 1969, and served as chairman of our Bible School and as 
a Sunday School teacher for many years. He recently finished his 
exceptional class on the Life Of Christ just shortly before he was unable to 
attend meeting regularly. We join with his wife, Sister Joan, in mourning his 
loss, but also in celebrating a life well lived in Christ. We pray that his sleep 
will be short and that he may receive the more abundant life in the age to 
come upon the Master’s return. 
                                                                                               Connie Pruitt    

RIDGWAY, CO – On July 25, 2019, James Northey was baptized by his 
grandfather, Brother Tommy Walker. James is the son of Brother Joel and 
Sister Hannah Northey. Also on July 25, Ethan Walker was baptized by his 
grandfather, Brother Tommy Walker. Ethan is the son of Brother Jonathan 
and Sister Jeri Walker. We rejoice with the addition of these two young 
brothers and welcome them into the brotherhood of Christ. 

                                                                                                  Jeri Walker 

BURLINGTON, ON – We are saddened to report the falling asleep in 
Christ of Sister Catherine Evans on November 19, 2019, at the age of 92. 
She was a faithful member of the Mountain Grove Ecclesia for many years 
and contributed in many ways, including playing the organ. Sister Catherine 
had some serious health challenges in the last few years but faced them 
courageously, always looking forward to the Kingdom. She is survived by 
her husband, Brother Ted; and her daughters, Sister Judy Farrar and Sister 
Cathie Pye. 
                                                                                          Jonathan Farrar 

Subscription Renewal Reminder for 2020 

Subscribers whose subscriptions expired at the end of the 2019 calendar 
year received a renewal notice in the November issue. It is the current 
practice of the Advocate to send a complimentary January and February 
issue to all subscribers of record for the previous year whether their 
renewal has been received or not. If you have not yet renewed your 
subscription, but intend to, please do so immediately to avoid a lapse in 
service. Payment can be made on-line through the Advocate website using 
PayPal, or sent by USPS to Brother Casey King at the address listed on the 
inside front cover of this issue.  BE REMINDED that a digital version of 
the Advocate magazine is available free of charge. To receive the free 
digital monthly Advocate, visit the new Christadelphian Advocate website 
at www.christadelphianadvocate.org, click on “Join our mailing list” and 
sign up for our newsletter by providing your name and email address. The 
free monthly newsletter will be emailed at the beginning of each month, 
through which the digital Advocate can be downloaded and saved.  
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Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of 
exhortation for the people, say on. 

All who would lead godly lives must deal with temptations as they 
present themselves. These must be overcome whether the 
temptations are generated by snares from without or within. Our 
Lord Jesus was no exception to this rule. His ordeal was far more 
intense than ours, because he had to overcome every single 
temptation completely. One slip, such as we excuse on the basis of 
our humanity, would have produced failure in the work that his 
Father had given him to accomplish. As he said, My meat is to do 
the will of Him that sent me, and to finish his work (John 4:34). 
Finishing that work was a daily process of avoiding snares 
cleverly set for him by his bitter enemies, and overcoming 
temptations… Not only was Jesus required to avoid snares and 
temptations; there was the added burden of extreme fatigue that 
drained his energy. The supreme victory won by our Lord Jesus 
was obtained by his own unrelenting wrestling against the 
weaknesses of his sin nature that he shared with all of us.  

Some people try to explain away the phenomenal performance of 
Jesus under severe trial and stress. They may cite his 
incomparable intelligence resulting from his divine paternity. 
They may mention the help he received from his Father through 
the Holy Spirit dwelling within him. They may assume that the 
knowledge of the prophecies that foretold his ultimate success 
would make the victory easier. By seeking to explain away the 
intensity of our Lord’s suffering, people rob him of much of the 
glory and gratitude due him. All the advantages that Jesus had 
would still not have given him victory without his monumental 
faith in his Father and the Scriptures.   

We cannot truly appreciate and properly love our Lord unless we 
consider fully what he had to go through in the way of suffering 
and subjection of his human will to that of the Father. He went 
through this ordeal so we might have hope of life more 
abundantly. We owe this hope to our Lord’s daily sacrifice of 
himself and to the Father’s grace that His son should taste death 
for every man (Hebrews 2:9). 

John S. Peake, Reflections on the Truth of God, abridged 
excerpts from “Christian, Walk Carefully” pp. 85-95 


