
 

 

The Spark to Ignite the Explosion? 

It only takes a quick look at the situation in the Middle East to see that Israel and Iran will 

collide in the very near future. Israeli Prime Minister Bennett has warned the world on numerous 

occasions saying that Israel will not wait and allow Iran to have nuclear weapons. Israel has also 

recently been told by the United States and her other “allies” that they will not help Israel with 

Iran. Israel is on their own just as prophesied (Isaiah 63:3). 

Although we may be wrong, we’d like to offer some thoughts on what is a very possible sequence 

of events based upon prophecy and the current situation in the Middle East. I am aware that there 

are varied understandings of prophecy, but here is at least a thought to keep in the back of our 

minds moving forward. 

I personally hold what might be called a “strict” interpretation of prophecy. I do not like to make 

assumptions, but desire to have every detail possible supported by a verse or passage. As a result, 

I have long wondered why Iran (Persia) is not mentioned in Psalm 83 with the Proximal Arab 

states “round about” Israel. They have the same goal to destroy Israel, and the armies surrounding 

Israel are heavily influenced by Iran, 

although still distinct from them. They have 

often been called Iranian “proxies.” 

Iran is not mentioned with these nations in 

prophecy, but Iran is mentioned with Gog 

and his allies in Ezekiel 38. As both accounts 

appear to give an exhaustive tally of the 

nations involved, I take this to mean that 

these do not occur at the same time, but are 

separate events. The list of nations is already 

long, so if these occur at the same time, why 

leave out anyone?  

Because of this, along with many other comparisons of the accounts, I do not believe that the 

Proximal Arab states are accounted for in Ezekiel 38 under the head of Iran, but are involved in 

an event prior to the Gogian invasion.  

And yet, when we look at Israel today and the growing signs of the times, it seems Israel will 

likely collide with Iran first! How might these things develop? 

It may be that Israel preemptively strikes Iran and cripples the country. Israel has sabotaged Iran 

before through its cyber network and can do it again. This time, it seems, Israel will add to this its 

own military power (there is a reported Israeli presence in Azerbaijan, a neighboring country to 

Iran).  

It is possible that Israel will cripple Iran to the point where Iran cannot of themselves immediately 

retaliate, and so instead calls upon the Proximal Arab states, which are heavily influenced by Iran, 

to come against Israel as foretold in Psalm 83.  

This is made more likely because Iran is the direct sponsor of Hezbollah in Lebanon, Al-Qaeda in 

Iraq and Syria, the Houthis in Yemen, and to a lesser extent Hamas in the Gaza Strip; all these 

may unleash barrages of ballistic missiles upon Israel in case of an Israeli attack upon their sponsor, 

Iran.  

https://www.israel365news.com/199773/top-iranian-general-hezbollah-hamas-islamic-jihad-are-iranian-armies/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign


 

 

While this is going on, Iran will begin to get back on their feet and regather themselves so that 

when it is time for Gog to come down, Iran is ready and more willing than ever to go with them, 

especially since the Proximal Arab nations will have been purged from the land.  

Will this happen? It is hard to tell, but it is entirely possible.  

Personally, I believe there to be just a few more pieces to fall in place before the Proximal Arabs 

come against Israel, but this stance wanes with each passing day as every morning brings further 

developments that could bring this to fruition at any time! Particularly since Israel now knows that 

they must deal with the situation on their own, we may expect a pre-emptive strike on Iran at any 

time. Either way, this does not mean that more has to happen for you and me to be “gathered from 

the four winds of heaven!” (Matthew 24:31) That, I fully believe, can happen at any time! 

                                                                                                Tanner Hawkins, Rueter, MO  

The Advocate invites your response to the thoughts expressed in this article and the prophecies it 

references. 

 


