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He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. 
Jeremiah 23:28 

The End of the World 

A whirlwind of interest in eschatology has been escalating since the 
advent of the 21st century. Eschatology is the branch of theology and 
philosophy concerned with final events in the history of the world and the 
destiny of humanity, commonly referred to in this age as “the end of the 
world.” We see these prognostications played out in the media, public 
lectures, scientific presentations, and most prevalent in entertainment. 
(Recall the attention given to the Mayan Long Count calendar a few years 
back, to which the doomsday prophesiers forecasted the end of the world in 
December 2012.)   

Many of our elder brothers 
and sisters may not have 
experienced the intensity of 
these phenomena, but our 
youth most assuredly have. 
Although movie plots saving 
the world from annihilation are 
nothing new, “apocalypse” is 
more and more a theme of 
television and movies. 
Apocalypse movies and 
television programs such as the 
History Channel’s “Life After 
People,” “Mega Disasters” and 
the “Nostradamus Effect” have 
been prime time features. 
These programs carry the 
ominous message that the 
world may soon be destroyed 
by ozone depletion, a health 
pandemic, global warming, an 
asteroid strike, or solar storms 
penetrating the earth’s 
protective magnetic field  
resulting in a deadly blast of proton radiation, etc. Such presentations may 
initially frighten, but have become so commonplace that for some it is 

EDITORIAL 

 

Eschatology  (es·cha·tol·o·gy) 
a branch of theology 

concerned with the final 
events in the history of the 
world or of humankind 

a belief concerning death, the 
end of the world, or the 
ultimate destiny of 
humankind 

specifically: any of various 
Christian doctrines 
concerning the Second 
Coming, the resurrection of 
the dead, or the Last 
Judgment 

                   Merriam-Webster 
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popular to wear “end of the world” tee shirts and hold “apocalypse” parties 
(one can pull up apocalypse ideas, images, costumes, etc. on multiple 
Internet sites).  

Indeed there are very real man-made catastrophes on the horizon. 
Should mankind be allowed to continue as they have; foremost being 
the potential for nuclear war. But all this attention on the “end of the 
world” is misdirected, for though it is presented as the end of humanity 
(though not for the most part taken seriously), Christ’s brethren recognize 
the “end of the world” as the beginning of the Kingdom of God! Yes, the 
world as we know it will indeed end soon, not by natural disaster, but by the 
stone cut out of the mountain without hands (Daniel 2:45), striking and 
destroying the kingdoms of men.  

Why should this attention and obsession with the “end of the world” be 
a matter of interest to Christ’s brethren? Mature belief insulates us from 
such projections that are clearly contrary to God’s revealed will and purpose 
for the earth and mankind upon it. Our youth, as well as young people in the 
world that might be inclined to embrace the Truth, may be negatively 
influenced by those who adopt the attitude “eat, drink, and be merry, for 
tomorrow we die;” or, a lifestyle that does not give adequate consideration 
to their mortality in response to the growing threats to health and life in this 
age. Believers however, need to be cognizant of the natural tendency to put 
off the urgency that should be associated with Paul’s plea in 2 Corinthians 
6:1-2 ASV, that we receive not the grace of God in vain: (For he saith, At 
an acceptable time I hearkened unto thee, And in a day of salvation did I 
succor thee: behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation). 

Some “end of the world” by natural means zealots point to the rise in 
natural disasters as proof that the end is near, and we must agree with 
them, though not with the same understanding. In what they may 
perceive as ominous signs of the destruction of the earth and the end of 
humanity, we see the day of Christ approaching as foretold in Luke 21:25-
28, And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; 
and upon the earth distress of nations…men’s hearts failing them for fear, 
and looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the 
powers of heaven shall be shaken… and when these things begin to come to 
pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh. Are we not observing these signs; are not these things coming to 
pass before our eyes? This prophecy and other prophetic descriptions of 
these signs have been given us that we might watch with patience and 
understanding, as Christ comforted his disciples, …my peace I give unto 
you…let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid (John 14:27).   
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Brethren, we are indeed blessed to know the end of this matter, that the 
peace of God might keep our hearts and minds… (Philippians 4:7). We, 
too, are subject to the fear and anxiety that natural and political upheaval 
brings, yet it is our example of confidence in God’s Word that will 
strengthen our children and grandchildren. We must take advantage of every 
opportunity to instruct and remind them of the purpose of God in contrast to 
the fears and intrigues of the world. What greater blessing can we give than 
to engage them in discussions on popular interests and theories they may be 
intrigued with, and to contrast those interests and speculations with the sure 
Word of God; For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and 
returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and 
bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my 
word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I send it (Isaiah 55:10-11).  

The “thing” that shall be “accomplished” through God’s “Word” is 
perhaps most concisely described by the prophet Isaiah:      

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of 
the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall 
be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many 
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among the nations, 
and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more (2:2-4). 

                                                                                                        Editor   
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2021 FEATURE ARTICLE Series  
Introduction – Women of the Bible 

The 2021 Advocate Feature Series will focus on “Women of the Bible.” By 
way of introduction into this series, we will examine why this is such a 
valuable topic and what lessons we can gain from this study that are 
applicable to both our faith and our walk. While there are many women that 
could be studied, and from whom many lessons could be gleaned, we will 
only have the opportunity in this series to examine a small sampling of 
them, beginning in the March issue with Rebekah.   

It can not be denied that God’s record of Scripture is dominated by 
men: God created man first and set him to be head of the family; God’s 
savior for His creation was a man; Biblical genealogies generally list only 
the men; and inheritance laws concerned and favored the sons of a family. 
Only 6-8% of all named individuals in Scripture are women (there are only 
about 111 named women total, of which only 49 have their spoken words 
recorded in Scripture). However, we can be sure that when God turns the 
focus to the women in His Word, there are valuable lessons and examples 
that command our attention. In addition to their vital roles as wives, 
mothers, daughters, grandmothers, sisters, etc., we find examples of women 
in roles as prophetess, judge, queen, and disciple. Often overlapping these 
roles is that of heroine and even savior to God’s people at different times 
and situations in their history. 

The Creation of Eve 

The early Genesis account provides the purpose of God’s creation of 
both man and woman. Though man was created first, it would be short-
sighted of us to believe that the creation of the woman was an afterthought. 
We can be sure that His plan involved both men and women from the 
beginning; for how else could His great commission be met for man to be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it (Genesis 1:28 ESV)? 
Instead of reading the narrative of Genesis chapter 2 as an adjustment to an 
incomplete creation when we are told that God said, It is not good that the 
man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him (verse 18 ESV). 
We should instead read it as a dramatic unfolding of God’s perfectly 
planned creation: first a man, then a perfect complement to man – a woman 
literally made from him. 

And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and 
he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, 
which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought 
her unto the man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh 

FEATURE ARTICLE  
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of my flesh: she shall be called 
Woman, because she was taken 
out of Man (Genesis 2:21-23). 

God then completes His 
commission to man and woman, 
adding this further detail as to 
how they were to go about 
being fruitful, multiplying, and 
filling the earth, Therefore shall 
a man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto 
his wife: and they shall be one 
flesh (Genesis 2:24). From the 
beginning, man and woman 
were intended as compatible 
helpers for one another in the 
service of their Creator. 

Jesus and Women 

One specific group to be examined in this series (Lord willing) is the five 
women that appear in the genealogy of Jesus from Matthew’s record in 
chapter 1 – Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary. Not only is it 
unconventional for women to appear in scriptural genealogies (they usually 
only list the father and son), but this specific group of women could be 
viewed as controversial, containing the poor, the “unimportant,” some who 
were Gentiles, and some who were associated with perceived or actual 
scandal. Matthew’s genealogy is unique in several ways, and thus is 
sometimes the subject of criticism in regard to the accuracy of Scripture.  
However, there are reasonable answers as to why his genealogy is structured 
as it is. It is not our focus to address other areas of controversy within the 
genealogy. When it comes to including these individual women, perhaps 
Matthew’s focus is on the fact that God has been calling people of all types 
(Jews and Gentiles, men and women, the upright and the outcast), and will 
continue to call all types to the Gospel message through His son Jesus 
Christ: 

For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of 
you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise (Galatians 3:26-29). 

After having briefly looked at the unique appearance of women in the most 
important genealogy in the Bible, we will now consider the subject of that 
genealogy – Jesus – and some of his interactions with women. Beginning 

“Creation of Eve,” by Rose Datoc Dall, used 
with permission by artist, rosedatocdall.com 



Christadelphian Advocate January 2021                              p. 7  

from his infancy, we are introduced to the woman Anna, an elder, a 
prophetess and a widow. She was a woman of great faith who departed not 
from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. 
And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and 
spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem (Luke 2:37
-38). Like Simeon, and likely many others, she was waiting for this 
promised Savior and recognized that in him only was redemption. 

What of Jesus’ compassion shown to the woman who washed his feet with 
her tears and with ointment in the house of the Pharisee (Luke 7:37-50)? 
While the other men there would have looked at this scene with 
awkwardness and embarrassment, Jesus let her continue, recognizing and 
commending her love (verse 47) and faith (verse 50). He offered her the 
forgiveness she seemed to have come to him for – an approach to her 
recognized need that likely no other man would have taken.  

Another female interaction that would have been looked at strangely was his 
conversation with the Samaritan woman. Not only did men generally not 
speak to women in public in those days, but here was a Jewish man speaking 
with a Samaritan woman, and even she recognized how scandalous this was, 
How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of 
Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans (John 4:9). 
Again, Jesus chose this woman because he knew of her faith that the 
Messiah would come (verse 25), and perhaps also how she would share her 
discovery with everyone she knew (verses 28-30, 39-41), prompting a 
response hardly seen in Israel! We have heard him ourselves, and know that 
this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world (verse 42): all of this 
starting with a Gentile woman of faith. 

It was a woman who anointed Jesus for his burial (much to the indignation 
of his male disciples in Matthew 26:6-10). Also, women were included as 
witnesses to his death at the foot of the cross and at his sealed tomb, and 
amazingly were the first witnesses to the single greatest event in the history 
of the world: his resurrection. When Mary Magdalene and Joanna, and 
Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them (Luke 
24:10) told all these things to the eleven, and to all the rest (verse 9), their 
words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not (verse 11). 
While we do not know if their disbelief was due to the source of the report 
being from women, or due to the seeming impossibility of the account 
(despite his resurrection already having been prophesied to them), it was 
God who chose and allowed some of His son’s most faithful and loving 
followers to be first witness to his glory. Lord willing, may readers benefit 
from the examination of these important servants of God to be presented in 
the upcoming months.  

                                                Michael and April MacDonald, Burdett NY 
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How Should We React to Social Unrest? 

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use you; that ye 
may be the children of your Father which is in heaven (Matthew 5:44-45). 

Question: I know we should not participate in protests of any kind, but it 
seems that we can be influenced to some extent by them. What do you think 
our reaction should be as believers to these trends of increasing social 
unrest and malcontent? 

Answer: It is true that we have recently observed protesting and violence in 
our streets that is among the worst in a generation. It rivals that of the civil 
rights and anti-Vietnam War demonstrations of the 1950’s, 60’s, and early 
70’s. Divisiveness and social unrest in this country has taken its toll in 

human life and property 
destruction, and it only 
seems to be worsening. 
We fully recognize that 
what may appear to be 
purely social movements 
for a cause are often 
undermined by political 
activists and extremists, 
to achieve different ends 
from those at the root of 
the protests.  

Our questioner introduces a valid concern. While we should all be able 
to say that we have never actively engaged in a protest, and certainly not 
any form of violence related to one; is the general prevalent discontent in 
the world today rubbing off on us as believers? It is, in fact, so easy to get 
caught up in all the grumbling about the problems in our society – the 
political divisiveness, racial injustice, police brutality, and general 
inequities across the increasingly diverse makeup of our population. These 
are real problems in this country and elsewhere in the world. But, what 

 

 
Readers are asked to submit questions 
to be answered as well as comments 
on previously published answers in 
this section. Questions and comments 
may be sent to:  Brother Ken Wood  at question@christadelphianadvocate.org  

Q & A 
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should our reaction be, and how are these problems affecting our thinking 
and our walk as brothers and sisters of Christ? 

Should we be getting involved in these causes, even the ones that may 
seem to reflect our concerns, things we may feel passionate about and 
are a matter of conscience? These may be difficult questions, but what we 
do know is that we should not become “entangled” with the world and 
associate ourselves with “unbelievers” who we are expected to remain 
separate from (2 Corinthians 6:14-15). Part of the difficulty is that many 
“Christians” are involved in these movements, including public protests, and 
we may feel some kinship with their concerns for their fellow man. Our 
hearts go out to those who have been mistreated, or much worse, to the 
underprivileged and disenfranchised in society. 

What attitude should we as believers take? To help answer this month’s 
question and those related to it, let us first consider… 

The Example of Christ 

Christ taught that we must not retaliate in kind to evil or violence. Instead, 
we should keep ourselves beyond reproach and bring nothing but 
righteousness to bear in every circumstance. One’s heart should not harbor 
resentment or anger, whatever one’s friends or foes might do. But I say unto 
you, that you resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right 
cheek, turn to him the other also. Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use 
you, and persecute you (Matthew 5:39, 44). 

These words are far removed from agitation, retaliation, protest and 
violence. We know that Jesus himself lived his words. Was he an agitator? 
Was he a revolutionary? Did he try to organize a movement bent on 
bringing about political or social change through public pressure or protest? 
Did he even attempt to enforce his standards on those who did not want to 
follow after him? “No!” Christ never roused his followers to rebellion, or 
even to demonstrations for equality of opportunity. Rather his counsel was 
to resist not evil (Matthew 5:39), but rather to overcome evil with good 
(Romans 12:21); not to grumble or complain about the circumstances of 
life, but to rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven 
(Matthew 5:12). 

Christ lived in a country that was occupied by a pagan power. There were 
heathen Romans walking the streets of Jerusalem. Some of his fellow Jews 
had formed themselves into a terrorist band known as the Zealots who 
planned to use violence against the Romans when the time was right. Most 
Jews despised the Romans and regarded them as “dogs.” We know that 
violence did erupt which the Romans tried to suppress, but it could not be 
quenched, eventually leading to the atrocities and destruction of AD 70. 
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During his life and ministry, what did Jesus do about these things? As 
the Son of God, in His land, what steps did he urge against the dominance of 
the Romans? None: absolutely nothing! There were no words of resentment 
expressed, no words of instruction that they should resist or try to violently 
overthrow Roman authority. In fact, one of the disciples had been a zealot, 
but he had to learn that such behavior was not compatible with the way of 
Christ. Far from using inflammatory language, Jesus seemed to ignore the 
whole situation. His silence and absence of any form of political protest, 
even when his own life was at stake during his trial before Pilate, is a 
remarkable example for us as strangers and pilgrims in the land. 

 On one occasion, Jesus was reminded of an incident of massacre and 
brutality in the province where he grew up, There were present at that 
season some that told him of the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices (Luke 13:1). Jesus made no comment about the 
motivation of the soldiers and did not pronounce a judgment against them or 
their commanders; but instead he addressed the nature of the victims and the 
implications for everyone, Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were sinners 
above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things? I tell you Nay: 
but except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish (vss. 2-3). 

On another occasion when the chief priests and scribes tried to trap him into 
saying something against the Roman government and taxation, his response 
was simply, Render unto Caesar the things which be Caesar’s, and unto 
God the things which be God’s (Luke 20:25). Is not this another example of 
our Lord telling us not, in any way, to protest or complain about 
governmental authority, but to obey the laws of the land? 

The Message of the Apostles 

Christ’s apostles also had much to say about the influence of their 
society and how his followers should or should not be influenced by it. 
Society in the Roman Empire outside the land of Israel was very different 
from that in which Jesus lived and preached. There was idolatry, gross 
immorality, and corruption of all kinds. The point is that these differences 
did not cause the apostles to alter the teaching of their Master; they never 
tried to adapt it to make it more “appropriate” to the prevailing 
circumstances of pagan society as they traveled to these other lands. It was 
clear to them that a believer’s behavior was set by their Messiah and his 
Father, and not by circumstances in which one finds themselves, whether 
good or bad. The overarching principle that Paul and the other apostles 
taught was that our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ (Philippians 3:20 ESV). 

The critical point is this: the view of Christ’s brethren must be much 
wider than the panorama of their own times and circumstances of life. 
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They do not see themselves as having the right to seek political change or to 
cry for social justice. Such rights have not been given us by our Master, for 
we are to conduct ourselves as fellow citizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God (Ephesians 2:19). What the apostles commanded was to 
simply seek peace, and pursue it (1 Peter 3:11 NKJV); to live peaceably 
with all men (Romans 12:18). We should not be tempted to believe that 
these verses suggest we should involve ourselves in even a “campaign” for 
peace. Again, if we look at the example of Christ and his disciples, they 
never campaigned for secular causes. Any “campaigning” was always on 
behalf of the Truth and righteousness, and often against the Judaizers and 
their promotion of the Law of Moses over the doctrine of Christ (Hebrews 
6:1; 2 John 1:9).  

God’s Rights vs. Human Rights 

Demand for various “human rights” is behind much of the protesting that we 
observe today. It has even become a large part of the modern Gospel that is 
preached in the churches. Should that be our rallying cry as believers, or 
should it be about the will of God which is largely ignored by secular 
society? Little, if any, of God’s will is taken into account when political or 
other activists take to the streets, or when social reformers campaign for 
their causes.  

We know that God is in control of the affairs of men as the most High ruleth 
in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will (Daniel 4:17). 
For us to resist our governing bodies and their authority is to resist God’s 
appointments. It is not a matter of whether a government or leader is good or 
bad. It is because God is in control that we should not in any way resist His 
ordinance in the affairs of men. It is because we believe that the true disciple 
will not engage in politics, protests, or any “battle” that the citizens of this 
world might attempt to wage. Instead, his disciples, humbly and in faith, are 
to follow their Master in adopting what his Father has ordained.  

Conduct of Citizens of the Future Kingdom 

In Summary: If believers in this 21st century are not to be involved in 
the protests and demands for change in our society, how should we 
conduct ourselves as we await our Lord’s return and the establishment 
of his kingdom?   

▪ We counter evil with goodness and live our lives in a way that sets 
an example for others to follow.  

▪ We do not protest in any way (which includes grumbling about our 
earthly leaders and other circumstances of life); instead we are to 
live and proclaim the Gospel message. 



Christadelphian Advocate January 2021                               p. 12 

▪ We will not sign petitions, yet we petition our Heavenly Father in 
prayer. 

▪ We will not join in the campaigns or marches for reform or human 
rights, yet we will conduct a life-long campaign on behalf of our 
Lord and Master that we might one day soon participate in the 
march of the immortalized saints to Jerusalem.  

▪ We will not take part or take sides in the confrontations between 
political or societal factions. We serve a higher authority. 

▪ Our allegiance must be to the king of the ages, immortal, the only 
God, to whom be honor and glory for ever and ever (1 Timothy 
1:17 ESV). 

                                                                                              Ken Wood 

Note: This month’s response includes thoughts from the pamphlet “Christ 
and Protest” by Brother Harry Tennant, originally published by CMPA 
(UK).  

SELECTED 

Arabs: Israel Is Not Our Enemy 

This selected article comes as somewhat of a surprise regarding changing 
attitudes toward Israel by a growing number of Arab nations and 
correspondents. The recent quotations below were perhaps motivated by the 
United Arab Emirates and Bahrain signing the Abraham Accords with 
Israel on September 
15; as well as in 
response to the 
growing threat to the 
Middle East nations 
by expansionist and 
overbearing Iran and 
Turkey. Though 
“peace” and security 
is the stated focus of 
this change in 
approach to Israel, 
God’s Word declares 
otherwise regarding 
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the surrounding Islamic nations, “For when they shall say, Peace and 
safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman 
with child; and they shall not escape” (1 Thessalonians 5:3). 

  

• “Times change, everything has changed, except for the Palestinian mood 
that rejects anything and everything.” – Saudi writer Amal Abdel 
AziaHazany, Asharq al-Awsat, September 15, 2020. 

• “Palestinian leaders are the main cause for the suffering of their people. 
They have achieved nothing for the Palestinians. They only care about 
power and achieving personal and partisan gains at the expense of the 
Palestinian issue.” – Emirati political analyst Issa bin Arabi 
Albuflasah, Al Bayan, September 12, 2020. 

• “We were told that Israel’s slogan was [to expand] ‘From the Euphrates 
to the Nile.’ Iran, however, does not hide its expansionist ideological 
trend, which it is already practicing through its militias in Lebanon, Iraq 
and Yemen. Turkey, on the other hand, is seeking to seize new sources 
of energy in Libya and has sights on Africa along the Red Sea. These 
developments prompted the moderate Arabs to start reconsidering their 
previous political positions.” – Saudi writer Fahd al Degaither, Okaz, 
September 14, 2020.  

• “The Palestinian issue concerns the Arab peoples who want a solution, 
but the leaders benefit from the status quo. These leaders benefit from 
the problems and suffering of their people. There is no solution under 
corrupt leadership.” – Saudi writer Osama Yamani, Okaz, September 11, 
2020. 

• Al-Shkiran advised the Palestinians to hold their leaders accountable on 
two levels: “The first is political accountability: The reasons and causes 
of the continued rejection of all realistic deals that were offered to them 
since the beginning of the problem until today. Second: Opening the 
files of corruption. The Palestinians have the right to ask about the 
billions of dollars paid by the Gulf states for the Palestinian cause. All 
that money has disappeared.” – Saudi writer and researcher Fahd al-
Shkiran, Asharq Al-Awsat, September 16, 2020. 

A growing number of Arabs, particularly those living in the Gulf, say 
they finally understand that Israel is not the enemy of the Muslims and 
Arabs. This change of heart was being manifested even before the United 
Arab Emirates and Bahrain signed peace agreements with Israel during a 
ceremony at the White House on September 15. It is the direct result of the 
expansionist ambitions of Iran and Turkey in the Arab world, and the feeling 
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among some Arabs that those two states constitute the real threat to their 
national security. 

Until recently, it was unimaginable to see Arabs openly admitting that they 
had been mistaken in their belief that Israel was the enemy of the Muslims 
and Arabs. Now, moderate Arab columnists seem to have no problem saying 
that they were wrong all these years about their attitude toward Israel. These 
Arabs now are saying out loud that Iran and its proxies in the Arab world, 
and not Israel, are the real enemies of Arabs and Muslims. 

Until recently, most Arab writers, journalists and political activists 
avoided any form of criticism of the Palestinians. Such criticism was 
considered taboo in the Arab world: the Palestinians were considered the 
poor spoiled babies who were suffering as a result of the conflict with Israel. 
Now however, one can find in Arab media outlets more criticism of the 
Palestinians and their leadership than in Western media, or even in Israeli 
media. 

Until recently, for most Arabs, the terms peace and normalization (with 
Israel) were associated with extremely negative connotations: humiliation, 
submission, defeat and shame. No longer. Many Arabs are openly talking 
about their desire for peace with Israel. These Arabs are saying that they are 
looking forward to reaping the fruits of peace with Israel and that it is time 
that Arab countries prioritize their own interests. 

Of course, none of this means that the entire Arab world has changed 
course and is ready to recognize Israel and establish relations with it. 
The voices of the Arabs and Muslims who reject any peace treaty with 
Israel remain vocal and representative of the sentiments of the majority 
of the people in the Arab and Islamic countries, especially those that 
have not educated their public for peace. 

Yet, it is remarkable to see how an increasing number of Arabs are airing 
their views regarding Israel and the Palestinians in the public sphere. The 
message coming from these Arabs: “We helped the Palestinians for many 
years; we gave them money; we gave them weapons, and some of us even 
fought wars with Israel because of them. In the end, we discovered that our 
Palestinian brothers are ungrateful, obstinate, lack good leadership and are 
refusing to move on with their lives.” The Arabs are telling the Palestinians: 
“You no longer have a veto on peace with Israel.” 

Most importantly, the Arabs of the Gulf are openly admitting that it is Iran, 
and not Israel, that poses a major threat to peace and stability in the Middle 
East. The Gulf Arabs are saying that Iran and its Palestinian and Lebanese 
proxies – such as Hamas, Islamic Jihad and Hezbollah – are destroying Arab 
countries and dragging them toward more bloodshed, violence and chaos. 
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Judging from the comments of many Gulf Arabs, it is evident that a 
growing number of Arabs realize that they have been misled about Israel for 
decades. They were brainwashed to believe that Israel was the true enemy 
of all Arabs. It is refreshing to see that many Arabs have become aware of 
the misconceptions and lies they were fed all that time. The Palestinians, 
however, are unlikely to see similar changes as long as their leaders 
continue to inform them, in no uncertain terms, that normalization and 
peace with Israel constitute the high crime of treason. 

               Khaled Abu Toameh, Gatestone Institute, September 17, 2020 

Comment: On Tuesday, September 15, history was made as leaders 
from Israel, the United Arab Emirates, and Bahrain met in Washington 
DC to sign the landmark Abraham Accords, making the UAE and 
Bahrain the third and fourth Arab states to normalize relations with the 
Jewish state. The UAE and Bahrain follow Egypt and Jordan, who 
signed their respective treaties with Israel in 1979 and 1994 – more than 
a quarter of a century ago. However, as the author of this article states, 
“The voices of the Arabs and Muslims who reject any peace treaty with 
Israel remain vocal and representative of the sentiments of the majority 
of the people in the Arab and Islamic countries: thus there will be no true 
and lasting peace until the Lord returns (Isaiah 9:7). 

APOLOGETICS 

Darwin’s Idol 

God expresses His disgust for idolatry throughout the Bible. Do we not 
wonder how men and women could ever come to think that some inanimate 
object, like an image carved from wood or forged from metal, could be a 
deity worthy of worship? How could objects that have no life, like the sun 
and moon, be revered as gods? In this age, we are inclined to view such 
practices as the foolishness of the ancients, far removed from the 
sophistication of modern humanity.  

Our definition of an idol is a material object, living or non-living, or an 
immaterial force like the wind, to which properties of consciousness are 
ascribed. 

The idols of the ancients permitted and promoted sexual promiscuity. These 
deities, fashioned from wood and stone, were projections of the heart of man 
at his basest. Not surprisingly then, they reflected the thinking of the flesh. 
Worshippers prayed to and were loyal to their deities, attributing to their 
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gods the power to affect future outcomes. 
Today, those who do not believe in the 
Supreme Being are more likely to be atheists, 
not idolaters. At least, that is what seems to 
be the case at first. The problem is, the atheist 
is caught in a dilemma. The intricate life 
forms on earth show the characteristics of 
design, with striking patterns and amazing 
functions. How can their origin be accounted 
for without a Designer: without a mind acting 
with purpose?”  

What Darwin offered as a substitute for 
the work of the Creator was an idol. The 
idol was not in the form of a graven image – 
it was more sophisticated than that – but it 
was an idol nevertheless. Something that did not breathe or move or have 
any sensory perception was deified; to the idol was ascribed the properties 
associated with consciousness. Darwin called his idol “Natural Selection.” 
In his book he often capitalized references to it, in the same way that one 
might capitalize references to the Deity. 

An examination of Darwin’s milestone work, On the Origin of Species By 
Means of Natural Selection, tells the story. Like the ancients’ idols, 
Darwin’s idol is not living, and yet to it are ascribed all the properties of a 
deity: the ability to think, to make decisions, to plan for the future, and to 
exercise a measure of control over the course of life. Let’s take a firsthand 
look at what he wrote: 

“Although much remains obscure, and will long remain obscure, I can 
entertain no doubt, after the most deliberate study and dispassionate 
judgment of which I am capable, that the view which most naturalists 
entertain, and which I formerly entertained – namely, that each species 
has been independently created – is erroneous. I am fully convinced that 
species are not immutable; but that those belonging to what are called 
the same genera are lineal descendants of some other and generally 
extinct species, in the same manner as the acknowledged varieties of 
any one species are the descendants of that species. Furthermore, I am 
convinced that Natural Selection has been the main, but not exclusive, 
means of modification.” 1 

Here Darwin is emphatic that the idea of independent creation, as 
described in Genesis 1, is erroneous. Darwin then makes it clear that 
“Natural Selection” has power to effect change and create works: 

“I have called this principle, by which each slight variation, if useful, is 
preserved, by the term of Natural Selection in order to mark its relation 
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to man’s power of selection. We have seen that man by selection can 
certainly produce great results, and can adapt organic beings to his own 
uses, through the accumulation of slight but useful variations, given to 
him by the hand of Nature. But Natural Selection, as we shall hereafter 
see, is a power incessantly ready for action, and is as immeasurably 
superior to man’s feeble efforts, as the works of Nature are to those of 
Art.”  2  

Darwin is here making a contrast between 
“man’s power of selection” and nature’s 
power of selection. His analogy, however, 
has a fundamental flaw. To make a 
selection requires a conscious decision, 
associated with a mind. An inanimate 
thing cannot make a selection unless it 
has been programmed by a mind. For 
example, a machine that sorts and counts 
coins is inanimate but it is able to 
discriminate among different sizes of 
coins and sort them because it has been 
designed by a mind. The mind had an end 
purpose in view. A human, acting with a 

mind, is therefore able to exercise “the power of selection.” But what about 
“Nature?” 

Inherent in the word “selection” is the concept of a consciously made 
choice. A choice that is consciously made requires consciousness, that is, a 
mind. In using the term “natural selection,” Darwin was promoting a 
concept that is inherently contradictory. If “natural” means “natural 
processes acting randomly on a population” – that is, without any intended 
outcome in view – then it is inappropriate to use the word “selection,” which 
implies a conscious choice made according to criteria. One cannot have a 
random, mindless process and a process that is deliberate and conscious at 
the same time! 

How did Darwin resolve this contradiction? It was by attributing the 
properties of a mind to “Natural Selection.” Let’s read further: 

“How will the struggle for existence, discussed too briefly in the last 
chapter, act in regard to variation? Can the principle of selection, which 
we have seen is so potent in the hands of man, apply in nature? 3 

As man can produce and certainly has produced a great result by his 
methodical and unconscious means of selection, what may not nature 
effect? Man can act only on external and visible characteristics. Nature 
cares nothing for appearances, except in so far as they may be useful to 
any being. She can act on every internal organ, on every shade of 
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constitutional difference, on the whole machinery of life. Man selects 
only for his own good; Nature only for that of the being which she 
tends. Every selected character is fully exercised by her; and the being 
is placed under well-suited conditions of life.” 4 

Darwin was wrong here to call man’s selection from breeding material 
“unconscious.” Human selection is the exact opposite – deliberately and 
purposefully made by a conscious mind. Here Darwin also reveals a 
fundamental premise – implicitly assumed to be true without proof – in his 
reasoning: that Nature would make selections that were “good” and 
“useful.” These terms are ones associated with a mind that can reason and 
assess purpose! 

Darwin uses the terms “Nature” and “Natural Selection” 
interchangeably, personifying “Nature” as a woman. He contrasts 
“Nature” to “man,” and says she tends to the beings that she selects. 
“Tending” is what a mother does to her progeny. Is this not the language 
one would associate with a conscious being? 

Darwin casts man’s efforts through his power of selection as so much less 
than what nature could achieve through nature’s power of selection: 

“Slow though the process of selection may be, if feeble man can do 
much by his powers of artificial selection, I can see no limit to the 
amount of change, to the beauty and infinite complexity of the 
coadaptations between all organic beings, one with another and with 
their physical conditions of life, which may be effected in the long 
course of time by nature’s power of selection.” 5  

In this repetition of his analogy, Darwin introduces the term “artificial 
selection” to refer to man’s selection, in contradistinction to “nature’s power 
of selection” or “natural selection.” This characterization is a misleading 
dichotomy. 

• Artificial selection: Man is also making selections from what 
Darwin in another place called “nature’s products” – the pigeon 
stock from which breeders made selections was 100% natural every 
bit as much as pigeons bred in the wild. The difference was that the 
crosses (mating) of the pairs were directed by a human mind, and 
from their progeny deliberate choices were made for certain desired 
traits such as plumage colour. What Darwin mistakenly called 
“artificial selection” might more accurately be called “intelligent 
selection” or “purpose-based selection.” There is nothing artificial 
about it.  

• Time: What Darwin saw as the offset to man’s power of selection 
on Nature’s part was time – what he called “the long course of 
time.” Darwin’s reasoning was that, if human breeders can achieve 
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significant differentiation over the course of only a few generations 
by making deliberate crosses and selecting for specific traits, then 
nature, with no limit on the number of generations to act on, could 
achieve far greater outcomes in terms of beauty and complexity than 
man could achieve. 

The counterview to Darwin’s reasoning is 
that what nature, left to itself, could not 
achieve over countless generations, human 
breeders could achieve by the exercise of 
their minds in making conscious choices to 
accentuate and preserve specific traits in the 
offspring. An example more familiar to us 
than pigeon breeding, which Darwin used, is 
provided by apples. Crabapples (wild apples) 
are small and very tart. Human breeders, by 
carefully selecting for traits over generations 
of making crosses and culling those 
specimens that did not achieve the outcomes 
intended, have produced a wide variety of 
edible apples that are distinctive for their 
size, colour, flavour, sweetness, keeping 
quality, yield, and disease resistance. When 
breeding selection and orchard husbandry cease, apples naturally 
regenerated from their seeds, in a few generations, will revert to crabapples. 
The ability of human breeders to achieve positive results through 
domestication of plants and animals is inherent in their original design, but 
requires constant tending and intelligent selection. 

“It may be said that Natural Selection is daily and hourly scrutinizing, 
throughout the world, every variation, even the slightest; rejecting that 
which is bad, preserving and adding up all that is good; silently and 
insensibly working, whenever and wherever opportunity offers, at the 
improvement of each organic being in relation to its organic and 
inorganic conditions of life. We see nothing of these slow changes in 
progress, until the hand of time has marked the long lapse of ages, and 
then so imperfect is our view into long past geological ages, that we 
only see that the forms of life are now different from what they formerly 
were.” 5 

We notice a telling confession in this paragraph when Darwin 
recognized that “natural selection” was outside of the bounds of 
experimental science and could not be observed: “we see nothing of these 
slow changes in progress…”   

To “Natural Selection” is attributed the capacity to reject that which is bad 
and preserve and build on that which is good in order to bring about 
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improvement in the condition of life. This unilateral capacity of natural 
selection for good is one that is most appropriately associated with a mind 
that is able to make choices based on a goal or target. How else could a 
decision be made as to whether a variation was good and an improvement? 
Darwin was so confident of natural selection’s power that he stated near the 
end of his work that it would “progress towards perfection:” 

“As all the living forms of life are the lineal descendants of those which 
lived long before the Silurian epoch, we may feel certain that the 
ordinary succession by generation has never once been broken, and that 
no cataclysm has desolated the whole world. Hence we may look with 
some confidence to a secure future of equally inappreciable length. And 
as natural selection works solely by and for the good of each being, all 
corporeal and mental endowments will tend to progress towards 
perfection.” 6  

By what means could an unguided selection process be moving towards 
perfection? Is perfection not a goal that can only be defined by a mind?   

“Natural Selection,” conceived by Darwin as the means for the 
accumulation of gradual variations that gave rise to all the life forms on 
earth, is Darwin’s idol. He made a description of naturally occurring 
outcomes into a means for selection that had the attributes of a conscious 
mind able to “progress towards perfection.” He attributed mind-like qualities 
to nature itself – the inanimate chemical structures such as proteins, lipids 
and sugars that are essential for life. 

Just as the idols of the ancients enabled a culture that was permissive and 
sexually corrupt, the Apostle Paul warned that the same outcome would 
follow when men came to worship and serve the creature more than the 
Creator: Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, 
to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they 
exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! (Romans 1:24-25 
ESV). 

One hundred and sixty years have passed since Darwin’s idol was first 
proclaimed. The fruits of his idolatry are everywhere present in our culture 
today, just as those of the ancients were in Bible times. 

                                                            James Farrar, Grimsby, Ontario  

1Charles Darwin, On the Origin of Species, 1859 first edition accessed as on-line         
document, p. 8 

2 Ibid, p. 33 
3 Ibid, p. 41 
4 Ibid, p. 42 
5 Ibid, p. 54 
6 Ibid, p. 223 
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  “Byword:” An Object of Hatred  

But if ye shall at all turn from following me, ye or your children, and will 
not keep my commandments and my statutes which I have set before you, but 
go and serve other gods, and worship them: Then will I cut off Israel out of 
the Land which I have given them; and this house, which I have hallowed 
for My name, will I cast out of My sight; and Israel shall be a proverb and 
a byword among all peoples (1 Kings 9:6-7).  

Notes: Once again, the English translation falters in interpreting the Hebrew 
word shiniyah as “byword.” A look at the Arabic cognate (i.e., having a 
common etymological origin) reveals the full meaning of this word which 
the translators only partially understood because of the context in which it is 
used elsewhere (Deuteronomy 28:37; Job 17:6; Job 30:9; and Psalm 44:14).  

The Arabic meaning is found in the word shanuah (Lane’s Arabic-English 
Lexicon, pp. 1003-1004), – “hatred;”  also: shan-an – “hate or odious;” and 
mashnua  – “applied to a man...whom men hate;” “one who does much for 
which he is hated;” “an object of hatred, even if beautiful or comely.”  

These are indeed good descriptions of the inexplicable hatred among the 
Gentiles directed at natural Israel, a hatred that will soon culminate in 
bringing the nations of the world against the State of Israel, For I will gather 
all nations against Jerusalem to battle… (Zechariah 14:2). 

                                                                                               from a Sister  

EXCAVATING THE TRUTH  

ECCLESIAL NEWS 

COLLINSTON, LA – We are sad to report the death of our eldest sister in 
the Collinston Ecclesia on October 1, 2020. Sister Betty Wood fell asleep in 
Christ at the age of 84. She was the natural as well as spiritual sister of our 
faithful deceased Sister Kathleen Dew. She was baptized into the name of 
Jesus Christ at the Arkansas Christadelphian Bible School in 1981 
following the commandment of Jesus: “Go ye into the world and preach the 
Gospel. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.” She was “Aunt 
Betty” to most of us at meeting, and a dear Sister who contributed to our 
Sunday school classes regularly by asking questions and providing answers.   
She was very active until about a month before she fell asleep. She 
faithfully read her Daily Bible Readings, awaiting the return of her 
Master. We pray that her sleep will be short and that she will be found 
worthy to inherit a place in that glorious Kingdom.   
                                                                                                Steve Dew  
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HENDERSON, KY – The Henderson Kentucky Ecclesia has lost a 
longtime member and faithful Brother with the falling asleep in Christ 
of Brother Edward Griffin on October 3, 2020. He was born May 26, 1933 
to William F. and Blanche Virginia (Edwards) Griffin, in the farming 
community of Niagara, KY. As a boy, Brother Edward attended the 
Henderson Christadelphian Ecclesia at the Barrens, an Ecclesia that was 
established in 1854 by Brother John Thomas and others. He was baptized in 
1966 at the age of 32 and served as Secretary for our Ecclesia for many 
years until he began his struggle with Parkinson’s disease. Brother Edward 
continued to attend meeting as long as he was able until it was necessary for 
him to move to an assisted living facility. While there, he endeared himself 
to his caregivers with his still sharp mind, dry wit, and quiet strength. He 
often quoted Islip Collyer’s hymn in his prayers: Shall we behold the 
promised land, Its streams and long down-trodden dust, Delivered from the 
alien hand, And given to the just? We know the end, we know the way, And 
some with life He will endow, Shall we be with him in that day, We make the 
answer now. He will be greatly missed by our ecclesia and by his family, 
particularly Brother Arnold Clay Griffin, who helped Brother Edward with 
all his affairs during his last years. It is our hope and prayer that his sleep 
will be short. 

                                                                James Haagen / Connie Pruitt 

ABOUT THE BACK COVER: 
  Nature and Destiny of Man 

The painting on the back cover depicts the nature, destiny, and salvation of 
man. It was painted by the late Brother D.W. Bughman (1873-1963) and has 
hung in the tabernacle at the Arkansas Bible School since the early 1930s. 
Brother Bughman was a regular speaker and teacher at the Arkansas Bible 
School and produced several paintings depicting scriptural topics. A 
believer in the adage that “one picture is worth a thousand words,” Brother 
Bughman was able to visually depict in this picture the Garden of Eden, the 
fall and condemnation of man, the steps to covenant relationship, our walk 
in the Lord, resurrection and judgment, and the destiny of man. A 1949 
version of this painting, produced for the Little Rock ecclesia, was labeled 
“Nature and Destiny of Man.” Over the past 75 years countless 
Christadelphians have reviewed and appreciated the painting’s simplicity as 
well as the basic truths it represents. It was restored and photographed in 
1995 and copies have found their way into ecclesias throughout the 
continent. Paper and transparency copies of Brother Bughman’s painting are 
available through Christadelphian Advocate Publications under the title 
“Garden of Eden – Chart of Salvation.” 
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