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He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. 
Jeremiah 23:28 

The Purpose of Prophecy 

We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye 
take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place… (2 Peter 1:19) 

The Gospel, or “Good News,” addresses the plan and purpose of God in 
reconciling unto Himself a people for his name (Acts 15:14). God 
revealed His plan through His servants the prophets. The revealed word of 
prophecy foretells of future events directed by God, which will culminate in 
fulfillment of His eternal plan, the Kingdom of God, when Jesus shall be 
king over all the earth (Zechariah 14:9).  

A full one-third of the Bible addresses prophecy – God revealing how 
events would unfold before they happen – given to instill belief among men 
that God is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him 
(Hebrews 11:6). Through prophecy, the 1st century faithful looked for and 
recognized Jesus as the promised seed of Abraham – the Christ. We in turn 
have the promises of God “confirmed” by Jesus and can with assurance look 
forward to their complete fulfillment in the last days. Our belief and hope in 
those events prophesied constitute our faith – the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1).    

EDITORIAL 
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The Purpose of Prophecy   

Prophecy is generally defined today as the “practice and prediction of a 
prophet,” as well as, “a prediction of the future under the influence of 
Divine guidance” (Webster’s New World Dictionary). The Hebrew word 

for prophet is navi (Strong’s #5030), 
from Akkadian nabū, nabāʾum, 
meaning “to proclaim.” However, the 
nature and purpose of prophecy is best 
revealed through Scripture in such 
verses as Isaiah 46:9-10, I am God, and 
there is none else; I am God, and there 
is none like me, declaring the end from 
the beginning, and from ancient times 
the things that are not yet done, saying, 
My counsel shall stand, and I will do 
all my pleasure. Its origin is further 
confirmed in such scriptures as 2 Peter 

1:21, For prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit . 

The world in general neither understands nor acknowledges the Gospel 
message and God’s precious gift of prophecy, which was given as a blessing 
to all who would be Christ’s brethren, as we read in Revelation 1:1-3: 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his 
servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and 
signified it by his angel unto his servant John: who bare record of the word 
of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he 
saw. Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at 
hand. 

So, what was God’s purpose in declaring the end from the beginning, 
and from ancient times the things that are not yet done? What specifically 
did He intend to accomplish through prophecy in the minds of His servants; 
what benefit would they accrue from knowing, understanding, and believing 
as of yet unfulfilled prophecy? The benefits are legion:  

• The Word of God is Truth and Life-Changing! And now I have told 
you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might 
believe (John 14:29). Recognizing that God is omnipotent (all 
powerful), omnipresent (everywhere at all times), and omniscient (all 
knowing), we have confidence and total trust in Him, living according 
to His Word.   

 

What did God intend to 
accomplish through 
prophecy in the minds 
of His servants; what 
benefit would they 
accrue from knowing 
and believing prophecy? 
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• The Bible is Truly God’s Revelation to Mankind. Knowing this first, 
that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For 
the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:20-21). 
Fulfilled Bible prophecy proves the Bible is truly God’s Word! Thus we 
can place our faith and trust in it, and in its Author.  

• Prophecy Confirms that God is in Control. I have declared the 
former things from the beginning; and they went forth out of my mouth, 
and I shewed them; I did them suddenly, and they came to pass (Isaiah 
48:3). God is in control; He is sovereign: i.e., above all others; supreme. 
Prophecy confirms that God’s will shall be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven (Matthew 6:10). 

• Prophecy Declares God’s Plan and Purpose for the Earth and 
Mankind Upon It. As truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the LORD (Numbers 14:21). Many scriptures address the glory 
of the coming Kingdom, such as: And in thy seed shall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed (Genesis 22:18); Nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more (Micah 4:3); And 
abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth (Psalm 72:7). Bible 
prophecy is abundant and purposeful in regard to how God’s plan is to 
unfold.  

• Prophecy Declares God’s Love for His Creation. 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life 
(John 3:16).Through His Word and through prophecy, God declared His 
love for “the world,” condescending to our carnal sinful selves to offer 
eternal life to those who would believe and obey Him; that they might 
become the children of God, being the children of the resurrection 
(Luke 20:36).  

  • God’s Grace and Mercy is 
Confirmed Through Prophecy. 
For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it 
is the gift of God: not of works, lest 
any man should boast (Ephesians 
2:8-9). God’s revelations fully 
inform us of His plan and purpose, 
His commandments and 
expectations, and future world 
events that we might be strengthened 
and prepared to appear before our 
Lord at the judgment seat. Prophecy 

 

What assurance these 
signs grant us; what 
confidence we should 
have in what is yet to 
come, and what faith 
and determination we 
should have to prepare 
ourselves for the 
return of our Lord. 
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both warns and conditions us to watch, that when we see those signs we 
might look up, and lift up [our] heads, knowing that our redemption 
draweth nigh (Luke 21:28). God clearly declares His mercy and His 
desire that we might examine and prepare ourselves,  
having confidence toward God (1 John 3:21). 

Brethren: What a blessing it is to have assurance through fulfilled and end-
times prophecy, some of which we are blessed to be witnessing now, such 
as 1) Anti-Semitism growing exponentially; 2) Jews as well as Christians 
under attack worldwide; 3) the growing number of Jewish people returning 
to Israel; and 4) the aligning of the nations as prophesied in Ezekiel chapters 
38 and 39. What assurance these signs grant us; what confidence we should 
have in what is yet to come, and what faith and determination we should 
have to prepare ourselves for the return of our Lord. Trouble and difficulties 
may indeed touch us, yet are we not told, The angel of the Lord encamps 
around those who fear Him (Psalm 34:7), and, If God be for us, who can be 
against us? (Romans 8:31)  

We are quickly approaching the return of our Lord. God’s promises are true; 
Bible prophecy assures us that God is in charge. Let us make ourselves 
ready!  

Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, 
and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand 
(Revelation 1:3). 

                                                                                                  Editor    

FEATURE ARTICLE  

The following article: Esther – “For Such a Time as This,” concludes our 
2021 feature article series, “Women of the Bible,” introduced in January 
2021. Of the 49 named women that have their spoken words recorded in 
the Bible, we presented (following the January “Series Introduction”) 
nine exemplary women, including the five women appearing in the 
scriptural genealogies of our Lord and Savior – Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, 
Bathsheba, and Mary. We trust that readers benefited from the articles 
on these important servants of God, for they serve as examples of faith 
under duress and trial. The 2022 Feature article series will be introduced 
in the February Advocate.  

Esther – “For Such a Time as This” 

God is not mentioned at all in the book of Esther, but He is present and 
powerful throughout. He works through a young, hesitant woman to save 
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His people, the Jews, in a foreign, hostile, and ungodly world. Esther was 
thrown into a terrible situation with the prospect of being hidden away in an 
unstable, vain King’s harem for the rest of her life. Upon her cousin’s 
advice, she concealed her Jewish identity, and thereby had the prospect of 
becoming the Queen (the Persians at that time did not permit the King to 
marry foreigners). 

God is with us just as He guided Esther 
through the most stressful times of her 
life. He directed her path to be chosen from 
among all the other beautiful young virgins 
(Esther 2:2) and to become the impulsive 
King’s new bride (vs. 17). [Scriptures 
presented from the NIV] Although it was a 
blessing not to be discarded into the harem 
like a prisoner, this was surely not the life 
she wanted. King Ahasuerus (aka Xerxes) 
would not have been the faithful, devoted, 
kind husband that she would have prayed 
for, but instead was an impetuous leader that 
was easily persuaded to allow mass genocide of the Jews. Imagine living 
isolated from all family and friends in that stressful, unfamiliar 
environment. Yes, she had riches and luxury, but not real love and support. 

Jeremiah’s words come to mind: For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11). These comforting words were 
promising the nation of Israel a deliverance, and that is what happened 
through Esther, not only for her and Mordecai personally, but also for all the 
Jewish population in Persia. Through a messenger, Mordecai communicated 
with Esther about the deadly edict that Haman had convinced the King to 
sign. He urged her to beg and plead with her husband to save her people. 
However, she knew she could be put to death if she approached the king 
without being summoned. Furthermore, she feared that she would not be 
influential, or be found in the King’s favor, as he had not called for her in 30 
days (Esther 4:11). 

Mordecai warns and encourages Esther, Do not think that because you 
are in the king’s house you alone of all Jews will escape. For if you remain 
silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another 
place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that 
you have come to a royal position for such a time as this? (Esther 4:13-14) 
Basically, he says, “Esther, if you do not have the faith to do this, God will 
use someone else to save your people, but He has made you queen for this 
crisis. Do not trust in your position to save you if you do nothing.” This was 
Esther’s time to remember the Scriptures and trust in the Lord with all your 

The name Esther 
means “star,” 
therefore it is fitting 
that she chose to 
trust God and shine 
brightly in a dark 
and  foreign world.  
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heart, and lean not on your own understanding, in all your ways 
acknowledge Him and He will make your paths straight (Proverbs 3:5-6). 
We all will likely face such a time as this at some point in our lives that will 
test our faith, but we should be confident that God is directing our paths. 

Esther shows her faith in God and respect for her cousin by her words 
and actions. She requests that all the Jews in Shushan fast, no eating or 

drinking for three days, and she 
and her maids would do the 
same. Praying is not mentioned 
but it is implied in that prayer 
and fasting go together 
biblically. They would humble 
themselves before God, with 
Mordecai literally in sackcloth 
and ashes wailing loud and 
bitterly (Esther 4:1).   

Some Bible students have 
suggested that Esther is a type 
of Christ. She prays fervently 
to God to deliver her people 
from impending death, but 
ultimately proclaims that God’s 
will be done. She answers 
Mordecai, When the three days 
are done, I will go to the King, 
even though it is against the 
law. And if I perish, I perish 
(Esther 4:16). She is ready to 
be sacrificed for her people. 
She was under the 
pronouncement of death for 
three days and nights, and then 

granted life by the King. However, the key difference is that Christ was the 
only innocent lamb that could have been sacrificed for us. Unlike Esther, 
Christ had no one that could have replaced him. 

We can learn much from Esther’s bravery amidst the anguish and 
terror she must have felt approaching the King, in  that she would be in 
effect walking “through the valley of the shadow of death” as David had so 
confidently expressed. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me, your rod and staff, they 
comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love 
will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the 
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Lord forever (Psalm 23:4-6). Would not this have been a reassuring 
Scripture for Esther to be repeating to herself as she approached the King? 
We are told that the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court and 
extended the gold scepter to her as she approached him (Esther 5:2). God 
was leading Esther even in the presence of her enemy Haman. At the 
banquet on the second day which Esther prepared for the King and Haman, 
Esther pleaded for her life and the lives of her people, revealing to the King 
the consequences of Haman’s decree to destroy, kill and annihilate all the 
Jews, young and old, women and children, on a single day… (Esther 7:1-6; 
3:11-15). Though the King’s decree could not be reversed (Esther 8:8), a 
solution favorable to the Jews was decreed and their victory assured (Esther 
7:7 – 10:3).      

We read that the Feast of Purim was decreed to be celebrated every year as 
the time when the Jews got relief from their enemies, and as the month when 
their sorrow was turned into joy and their mourning into a day of 
celebration (Esther 9:22). Truly their cup did overflow as they observed the 
days of feasting and joy and giving presents of food to one another and gifts 
to the poor. There is a lesson for us here that when we celebrate, we should 
be generous with others who are not as fortunate.  

We can be comforted and confident knowing that like Esther, He who 
began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of 
Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:6). We are not asked to do anything by our own 
strength alone, but to work out our salvation with fear and trembling, for it 
is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose 
(Philippians 2:12-13). We should have faith and say YES to his plan and 
purpose like Esther chose to do. 

The name Esther means “star,” therefore it is fitting that she chose to trust 
God and shine brightly in a dark and  foreign world. We, too, are exhorted 
to be blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and 
depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you 
hold out the word of life (Philippians 2:15-16).  

                                                                           Amy Swift, Cataumet, MA 

Men were not ushered into being for the purpose of being saved 
or lost. God-manifestation, not human salvation, was the grand 
purpose of the Eternal Spirit. The salvation of a multitude is 
incidental to the manifestation, but it was not the end proposed. 
The Eternal Spirit intended to enthrone Himself on the earth, 
and, in so doing, to develop a Divine Family from among men, 
everyone of whom shall be spirit… 

John Thomas, Herald of the Kingdom and Age to Come, 1858/9, p. 84 
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Why Did Jesus Entrust His Mother’s Care to John 
and Not His Own Family? 

When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he 
loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to the 
disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto 
his own home (John 19:26-27). 

Question: Does what it says in John 19:26-
27 mean that Mary went to live with John? If 
so, why would Jesus ask this apostle to take 
care of his mother in his home and not one of 
his own brothers or another member of his 
family in their home?  

Answer: Yes, we believe the clear 
understanding of this passage is that Jesus 
was directing the Apostle John to care for 
Mary in his own home after Christ’s death. 
We also believe that she continued to live with John until her own death. 
Answering the second question as to why Jesus would choose John over one 
of his own brothers or sisters is a little more involved. 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus 

First, let us consider Mary’s situation at the time. She was most certainly a 
widow at this point in her life. There is no mention of Joseph during Christ’s 
ministry and there is no historical record to indicate that he was still alive at 
the time of the crucifixion.   

We can picture the grief-stricken mother witnessing the shame and anguish 
of her son in those last hours of his mortal life. Hopefully, her mind also 
went back to the joyful occasion of his birth and Gabriel’s proclamation, 
that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God 
(Luke 1:35). Mary had raised Jesus, taught him, cooked, sewn and scrubbed 
for him. She had given him good counsel and later had been counseled by 

 

 
Readers are asked to submit questions 
to be answered as well as comments 
on previously published answers in 
this section. Questions and comments 
may be sent to:  Brother Ken Wood at question@christadelphianadvocate.org  

Q & A 

Jesus truly knew 
John… Jesus’ 
brothers and 
sisters did not have 
such  a relationship 
with him. 
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him. However, from Jesus’ earliest days, it was foretold that because of him 
a sword shall pierce through thine own soul also (Luke 2:35), referring 
perhaps to the time when Jesus declared in her presence that my mother and 
my brethren are these which hear the word of God and do it (Luke 8:21), 
and his family’s rejection of who he really was.  

Now, in a different and even more painful way, “a sword pierced her soul” 
again as Mary found herself witnessing and sharing in his agony. Her other 
children were evidently not present to support her as none of them are 
mentioned in the Gospel accounts of the crucifixion. The only ones named 
are the other two Marys, John, and Salome (who was possibly James’ and 
John’s mother – cp. Matthew 27:56 to Mark 15:40). Jesus’ sorrow was now 
her sorrow; his pain surely being felt by her. So, with moving brevity of 
words, our Lord casts his eyes on his mother and proclaims “Behold, thy 
son!” Any question as to whether he was referring to himself is removed 
when he then looks toward John and instructs him to “Behold, thy mother!”  

John versus Jesus’ Natural Brothers 

Though she had other sons, Jesus chose John to provide care for Mary 
after his death. Why? For one, there was no help for her from that quarter 
as there is no indication that Jesus’ brothers were even present. More 
important was the strong relationship and level of trust that the Master had 
with his disciple. John had walked and served with Jesus for the three years 
of his ministry. Jesus truly knew John and what he believed in. Jesus’ 
brothers and sisters did not have such a relationship with him. And 
apparently, John also had a good relationship with Mary as evidenced by the 
fact that his mother was standing beside John at Golgotha. 

Words of love would then flow from the lips of the stricken figure hanging 
on the stake as he looked upon the one he felt he could trust above all others 
at this time. Jesus bequeathed the care of his mother to the disciple standing 
by, whom he loved (John 19:26). Behold, thy mother! Jesus declared, 
indicating that John would be her son in his stead.  

There can be no stronger testimony as to the importance of faith over 
all other worldly considerations than this decision of our Lord. In our 
own scale of priorities, we would likely put family first in such situations 
(the principle of “blood being thicker than water”). Some would also 
consider the material aspects: “Who could best provide for her?” John was 
not family,* at least on the natural plane. He was also relatively poor, 
having been unemployed in the worldly sense for the past three years, and 
ministered to by others along with Jesus and the other eleven (cf. Luke 8:3). 
Our Lord was clearly more concerned with his mother's spiritual welfare 
than with either family considerations or her economic welfare. 

Here, then, we have the practical expression by the Lord himself that the 
father, mother, brother or sister in Christ is a far closer relationship 
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compared to unbelievers of the 
same blood or even under the same 
roof.  Mary was not left to the care 
of James or Joses or Simon or 
Judas or any of the sisters in his 
Nazareth family, for none of them 
had accepted him as the Messiah 
(to our knowledge). 

* Some have speculated that Mary 
and Salome were sisters, and if 
Salome was the mother of James 
and John, then Jesus and John 
would be cousins. 

 

Christ’s Family Obligations and Ours 

As the oldest son in his family, the care of his sole remaining parent was 
Jesus' responsibility. It was an obligation in the Jewish culture for him then 
to make arrangements for someone else to do so if he was not able to. He 
surely did not want to leave it to others to decide; but, why did he wait until 
moments before his death? There is a proper time and place for everything 
(Ecclesiastes 8:5-6; 3:1-8). There are some things that weigh so heavily 
upon us that we would like to settle them ahead of time: if we are prudent 
and wise we will, like our Lord, wait patiently for just the right time. The 
right time in this case was when John was witnessing what Christ had tried 
to tell his disciples on many occasions. Before Jesus was crucified and 
resurrected, none of the twelve really understood what he was facing, and 
that it would not have been prudent of our Lord to entrust this responsibility 
to John beforehand, any more than it would have been fair to expect the 
charge and responsibility to fully register before John saw Jesus hanging 
there.  

John would have certainly obeyed this command and Mary probably 
continued to stay with John in Jerusalem until her death. It is believed that it 
was only later in John’s life that he left Jerusalem and ministered in other 
places. This is confirmed by Acts 8:1 that reads, On that day a great 
persecution broke out against the ecclesia in Jerusalem, and all except the 
apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria (NIV). John was 
still in the city at this time (perhaps one or two years after the resurrection) 
and was still there three years after the conversion of Paul (Galatians 2:9). 

The beauty of our subject passage in John 19 is reflected in the care 
Jesus showed for his mother, as well as the care John provided for her. 
The scriptures clearly teach the importance of caring for widows and 
the elderly, something Jesus personally applied during his final hours. 

It would not have been 
prudent of our Lord to 
entrust this responsibility 
to John beforehand, any 
more than it would have 
been fair to expect the 
charge and responsibility to 
fully register before John 
saw Jesus hanging there. 
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James, the half-brother of Jesus, would later call such care for widows “pure 
religion.” Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: 
to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from 
being polluted by the world (James 1:27 NIV). 

Indeed, our Lord was most concerned that his mother would continue to live 
in an environment of faith, with her eternal welfare being a higher priority 
than even her physical life and financial security. Should we not follow this 
example and share this same concern for those we love, that is, to put their 
spiritual welfare ahead of all other considerations? For even if we see to it 
that they are happy, healthy, and know all their physical needs are satisfied, 
we never want to see them suffering spiritually. We must keep our focus 
where our Messiah always did: But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you (Matthew 6:33).  

The last mention of Mary is in Acts chapter 1 shortly after the Lord’s 
ascension when she was abiding with John and the other disciples in an 
upper room where we are told, These all continued with one accord in 
prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and with his brethren (vs. 14). What a beautiful way to conclude the account 
of this woman of faith. 

                                                                        Ken Wood, Richmond, VA 

EXPOSITION 

Free Will vs. Predestination (Part 1) 

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he 
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified 
(Romans 8:29-30). 

Several words in these passages from the Apostle Paul, specifically 
“foreknow” and “predestinate,” have proved difficult in many individuals’ 
understanding of our relationship with our Creator. Specifically, do the 
Scriptures teach that we are endowed with free will. That is, are the 
outcomes of our lives left to us and our own decisions, or is our future 
already decided for us? This difference between free will and fate can be 
summarized in two contrasting quotes. In his seminal work – The 
Institutes of Christian Religion, John Calvin wrote:  
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“By predestination we mean the eternal decree of 
God, by which He determined with himself 
whatever he wished to happen with regard to 
every man. All are not created on equal terms, 
but some are preordained to eternal life, others to 
eternal damnation; and, accordingly, as each has 
been created for one or other of these ends, we 
say that he has been predestinated to life or to 
death.” 

In this quote, we see one interpretation espoused: 
that God has determined which individuals are to 
be saved, as well as which are to be rejected. In 
this understanding human agency and decision- 
making has no role. Those who are “Christians” 

are not “Christians” by  choice, but by fate. Predestination to salvation or 
damnation is largely synonymous with Calvinism. Reformed Christianity, 
Presbyterians, Reformed Baptists, and United Church of Christ generally 
follow the Calvinist traditions.  

We contrast Calvin’s view of predestination with that of Rabbi Akiba, 
who was influential prior to the Bar Kochba revolt around AD 100. He 
wrote: 

“All is foreseen, yet freedom is granted.” 

This quote of Rabbi Akiba would be consistent with the majority of Judaism 
in declaring that man has free will, and the outcome of our lives are the 
products of our own choices and actions. Clearly, the two above 
perspectives are diametrically opposed. Which view is correct? Let us begin 
with a close examination of the use of each of these words / concepts as they 
appear in Romans 8:29-30 above, and then proceed to interpret their 
application in our lives. 

Foreknow 

The word foreknow (Strong’s #G4267) is a verb that simply means “to have 
knowledge beforehand.” It is a compound of the preposition for “in front of” 
and the noun for “knowledge.” It appears infrequently in the New 
Testament, and is used to characterize the knowledge held by God (Romans 
8:29; 11:2; 1 Peter 1:20 ESV); by members of the Jewish nation about Paul 
(Acts 26:5); and by the saints (2 Peter 3:17). Any instance of knowledge 
before an event yet to occur can be attributed to the word foreknow. The 
noun form, foreknowledge (G4268) is only applied to God’s omniscience 
(Acts 2:23; 1 Peter 1:2). God is omniscient (Job 42:2; Hebrews 4:13), that 
is, all knowing, and the power of knowing all information covers the past, 
present, as well as the future. The Psalmist announces both the knowledge 
of all things current and those that are yet to come: O LORD, you have 
searched me and known me! You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
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you discern my thoughts from afar. You search out my path and my lying 
down and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on my 
tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it altogether (Psalm 139:1-4 ESV). 
Clearly God’s foreknowledge is undeniable and corroborated. For example, 
Isaiah records, I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not 
give to another, neither my praise to graven images. Behold, the former 
things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring 
forth I tell you of them (42:8-9). 

Predestinate 

The verb predestinate (G4309) means to “decide beforehand” or “to 
predetermine.” Notably, the tense of the verb is indicative of a one-time 
action in the past; that is, God made a past decision to structure the future. 
This capability is distinct from foreknowledge. For example, when Moses 
prophesied to Pharaoh,  Thus saith the LORD, Let my people go, that they 
may serve me. Else, if thou wilt not let my people go, behold, I will send 
swarms of flies upon thee… and I will put a division between my people and 
thy people: to morrow shall this sign 
be… (Exodus 8:20-23). Moses was 
in possession of foreknowledge of 
the future from God. The outcome 
had already been determined and 
structured by God, And the 
LORD did so (Exodus 8:24). God 
knows the future, having organized it 
in advance to conform to His will 
(Psalm 33:11).  

The prophet Isaiah is the most direct 
on this subject. Remember the former 
things of old: for I am God, 
and there is none else; I am God, 
and there is none like me, Declaring 
the end from the beginning, and from 
ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall 
stand, and I will do all my pleasure: Calling a ravenous bird from the east, 
the man that executeth my counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, 
I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it (Isaiah 46:9-
11). Likewise, So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall 
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it 
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it (Isaiah 55:11). Future events 
which God has revealed as part of His plan of salvation, such as the return 
of Christ, the regathering of Israel, the resurrection to judgment, and the 
Kingdom, are certainly going to come to pass, because God possesses the 
power over the future to accomplish His will.    

 While the omniscience 
(knowing all things) and 
omnipotence (unlimited 
power and authority) of 
God are undeniable, 
these two characteristics 
do not mean that Paul 
teaches that an 
individual’s life is scripted 
and predetermined. 
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Role of Foreknowledge and Predestination in the Life of Believers 

While the omniscience (knowing all things) and omnipotence (unlimited 
power and authority) of God are undeniable, these two characteristics do not 
mean that Paul teaches that an individual’s life is scripted and 
predetermined. The balance of Scripture, as well as Paul’s own words, are 
clear that human beings are in possession of free will and fully capable of 
independent decisions. For example, in the Sermon on the Mount, our Lord 
and Savior poses numerous situations where we have the ability to choose 
between evil and that which pleases our Heavenly Father. Those choices 

may be summarized as, Enter ye in at 
the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which 
go in thereat (Matthew 7:13). 
Likewise, the wisdom of the Psalms 
(38:20), Proverbs (1:29; 3:31), Isaiah 
(56:1-7), and James (1:22), all 
presuppose mankind is free to make 
individual choices whether the choices 
be for good or for evil. Critical to our 
understanding of the  theme passage in 
Romans, Paul also presupposes free 
will. Paul instructs Timothy to make an 
active choice to flee (i.e. to shun or 
avoid by flight) evil actions and to 
follow after righteousness, godliness, 

faith, love, patience, meekness (1 Timothy 6:11; 2 Timothy 2:22). Within 
the same chapter of Romans under consideration, Paul writes that mankind 
is an active agent in choosing between right and wrong, Therefore, brethren, 
we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the 
flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the 
body, ye shall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
sons of God (8:12-14). Finally, and most conclusively, Ecclesiastes denies 
fate with the conclusion that, time and chance happen to them all (9:11).   

If the idea of predestination, or being fated to an outcome of acceptance 
or rejection by God, is inconsistent with the balance of Scripture, then 
what exactly does the Apostle mean in Romans 8:29-30? These verses  
on predestination are really a part of the response to the challenge presented 
in verse 18: For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. After 
acknowledging the present sufferings experienced by Christ’s brothers and 
sisters, Paul outlines three pieces of scriptural evidence as to why such 
suffering can and should be endured. The first two are:  

When Paul speaks of 
predestinate to be 
conformed to the image 
of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn 
among many brethren, 
he is referencing the 
glory of, and certainty 
in, the outcome of 
God’s plan! 
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1. The whole creation groaneth together (vs 22). The hope for the 
redemption of this world is shared by all creation, so that those suffering 
in Rome share a joint desire for redemption. 

2. Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities (vs 26). A mindset 
consistent with God’s Word; His grace in our lives is a comforting 
support. 

Paul’s third point is the inevitability of God’s plan for the world. As He 
revealed to Moses, But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the LORD (Numbers 14:21). The world will be inhabited by His 
Son and his immortalized, perfected brothers and sisters. When Paul speaks 
of predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brethren, he is referencing the glory of, and certainty 
in, the outcome of God’s plan! It is the ecclesia throughout history that has 
been predestinated to one day be changed to share the blessed nature of His 
Son. The absence of individual outcomes at judgment is not unique in 

Scripture, particularly when the writer is offering encouragement in the face 
of challenges. For example, Paul in writing to the Corinthians omits 
mentioning that some will not be found worthy at the Judgment Seat of 
Christ, instead focusing on the greatness of the blessed outcome so that the 
brethren might remained stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58). John wrote in a similarly positive manner 
when stating that we should abide in him (1 John 2:28), because when 
Christ appears we shall be like him (1 John 3:2).             to be continued… 

                                                                              Josh Vest, Carmel, IN 

Part 2 (Lord willing) will continue in the next issue, addressing the certainty 
in confidence and outcomes of “whom he did predestinate and also called;” 
the benefits of our calling; and expositor positions regarding “free will.”      
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INTRODUCTION 

Good News Plan Section of The Advocate 

Beginning with this January 2022 issue, The Advocate has a new section 
called The Good News Plan. The name of this section was chosen because 
(a) most modern translations of the Bible use good news in place of 
“gospel” or “glad tidings” as a summary way of describing the core message 
of the Bible, and (b) the Gospel is the plan that God has revealed for the 
redemption of our fallen race. By associating the “good news” with “the 
plan” (of salvation), it will help to distinguish our understanding of the 
gospel message from that which is customarily given by Christendom. 

For much of the first decade of this century, our late Brother Jim Millay 
wrote a four page section called “Things Concerning.” These insertions 
were compiled and published as a book with the same title which is 
available from The Advocate online bookstore. The Good News Plan will 
follow a similar approach, keeping to basic Bible topics, with the goal that 
they might be useful in providing instruction to those learning the Truth. 
One of the four pages will be a summary of Bible references to show how 
the particular subject is set out in Scripture. The Good News Plan will also 
have a feature picture on the front page and incorporate the use of graphics 
and tables inside where possible to make it easy to read and follow. 

Who is responsible for preparing these insertions? 

Brother James Farrar is the section editor and takes the lead responsibility 
for preparing this material. He welcomes material, ideas, input and 
suggestions sent to his email address: goodnewsplan@ 
christadelphianadvocate.org.  

         Will this material be available in the digital Advocate? 

Yes. The Good News Plan also has its own website associated with The 
Christadelphian Advocate at www.thegoodnewsplan.org. The current issue 
each month will be available there for viewing, as will previous digital 
issues. When the Good News Plan is issued each month to digital 
subscribers for reading on their device’s screen, links will be included to 
watch it as a video. The video file will be structured to engage the viewer in 
self-study. Print subscribers will find the monthly Good News Plan 
inserted into the monthly Advocate mailings.    

  What if a reader has a question to ask about the subject? 

Questions are encouraged as they are an important tool in learning. 
Depending on the question, it could be addressed in the Q&A section of The 
Advocate or used as the basis for a future insertion. Questions and answers 
may also be included on the website in a discussion area associated with 
each subject. 
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It is our hope that the Good News Plan section will be helpful in showing 
with clarity what the Bible teaches to all those to whom we may be able to 
give instruction.  

     The Christadelphian Advocate Publishing Committee 

FROM OUR SISTERS          

      Lessons from Joash, the Boy-King       

The account of the life of Joash (recorded in 2 Kings 11-13 and 2 
Chronicles 22-24) provides some valuable lessons for us. Joash – in the line 
of Christ – was made king of Judah at seven years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 24:1). 
However, he is one of three kings not mentioned in the genealogy in 
Matthew. Why is this?  

Joash’s grandmother was Athaliah, the wicked queen. After Joash’s 
father, Ahaziah, died, Athaliah killed her own grandchildren to secure her 
position in the house of Judah. Athaliah’s daughter was Jehosheba and she 
was married to the high priest, Jehoiada. Jehosheba was a wise woman and 
she saved one grandchild from death, that being Joash. She hid him in a 
room in the temple. The house of God had chambers where the high priest 
and his family lived, so Joash may have been passed off as their offspring as 
he grew up there. He was hidden there for six years!  

When Joash was in the temple, Jehosheba and Jehoiada were preparing   
and teaching him about God and His laws. Thus the line of Judah was 
preserved as he was the only living 
successor in the direct line of David. 
The only parents he  knew were his 
aunt Jehosheba and his uncle, 
Jehoiada and their sons as his 
brothers, one of which was    
Zechariah.  

When Joash was 7 years old, he was 
brought forth and proclaimed the 
rightful king of Judah. And they 
brought out the king’s son, and put 
upon him the crown, and gave him 
the testimony, and made him king (2 
Chronicles 23:11). What was the testimony? It was a scroll of the law, like a 
sceptre with the guiding principles of the King’s life. When Athaliah heard 
the noise as Joash was being crowned, she yelled, “Treason, Treason;” and 
she was slain (2 Kings 11:14-16). 
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Jehoiada made a covenant between Joash and the people that they 
should be the Lord’s people. Joash reigned 40 years in Jerusalem, And 
Joash did that which was right in the sight of the LORD all the days of 
Jehoiada the priest (2 Chronicles 24:2). At about age 30, Joash set about 
repairing the temple which Athaliah had broken up. So the workmen 
wrought, and the work was perfected by them, and they set the house of God 
in his state, and strengthened it (2 Chronicles 24:13). Everything was going 
well at this time; however, all was to change.  

But Jehoiada waxed old and was full of days when he died (2 Chronicles 
24:15). He lived to be 130 years old and perhaps his life had been extended 
to establish Joash on the throne of Judah. Soon after his death, Joash 
succumbed to the influence of the princes of Judah and they left the house of 
the LORD God of their fathers, and served groves and idols (2 Chronicles 

24:18). Jehoiada and Jehosheba had a son 
named Zechariah who was like a brother to 
Joash. He contended with Joash and his 
princes about their ungodly practices and 
they stoned him at Joash’s commandment. 
Thus Joash the king remembered not the 
kindness which Jehoiada his father had 
done to him, but slew his son. And when he 
died, he said the LORD look upon it, and 
require it (2 Chronicles 24:22). 

The name Zechariah is mentioned by Jesus 
in Luke 11:50-51, That the blood of all the 
prophets, which was shed from the 
foundation of the world, may be required of 

this generation. From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zechariah, which 
perished between the altar and the temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be 
required of this generation. Which Zechariah is Jesus referring to: John the 
Baptist’s father, the prophet Zechariah, or the Zechariah in 2nd Chronicles?  

Here are some clues to suggest it is the Zechariah in 2nd Chronicles.  

1. In the Hebrew Bible, the book of Genesis is first, and Chronicles is last.  

2. Zechariah is featured only in Chronicles, not in the Kings account  

3. The first righteous man killed was Abel in Genesis and the last 
righteous man killed in the Hebrew Bible was Zechariah in Chronicles.  

4. Notice both Zechariah and Jesus used the same word: “require(d).” 

What was Jesus’ teaching about Abel and Zechariah?  

“The people’s murder of Zechariah was described by Jesus as part of a 
long Jewish practice of silencing those who speak the truth about God. 

 

Joash didn’t have 
spiritual roots that 
were his own… 
there was no depth 
in him… As the para-
ble says, because 
they had no root 
they withered away. 
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“Righteous Abel” was slain by Cain, and many of the prophets and wise 
men were killed because of the messages they brought from God. Jesus 
was prophesying his own death by explaining that the character of the 
countrymen was unchanged: they consistently shed blood.  

We therefore see in the events of Joash’s reign a prophetic parable of 
the nation’s attitude towards the Lord Jesus Christ. Zechariah’s outrage 
prefigures Jesus’ condemnation of the rulers of his day. Both were 
prepared to gather the people of God but they were rejected. In this 
acted parable, Joash represents Herod, Pilate and Caiaphas, standing by 
and fomenting a conspiracy to take the life of a good and Godly man.”1    

Joash was later slain by his own servants, but they buried him not in the 
sepulchres of the kings  (2 Chronicles 24:24-25). Why was he not recorded 
in the genealogy in Matthew? Was it not because of his wickedness? He was 
one of the three kings not mentioned who were all descended from Athaliah!  

Lessons for Us: Two boys, Joash and Zechariah, grew up in the same 
family and both were full of promise. They couldn’t have had a better 
mother and father, being raised in the household of the high priest. One 
followed God’s ways and one didn’t. It doesn’t matter how good or how bad 
our background, or how good our parents are. It boils down to a personal 
relationship and belief between the individual and God. Joash didn’t have 
spiritual roots that were his own. They were only as good so long as his 
father Jehoiada was alive. The parents should not feel guilty about their 
children’s decisions as God has given us all free will. Each person has to 
stand on his own. You bring up your children to follow God’s Truth; some 
do and some don’t, but they have to make up their own mind. You pray for 
them and you never give up hope for them.  

The parable of the sower comes to mind. Think of the seed which fell on 
stony ground. The soil was thin and it is like unto a superficial character. 
Joash was like this as there was no depth in him. Did not Joash receive the 
word with joy when Jehoiada was alive? As the parable says, because they 
had no root, they withered away (Matthew 13:6). Let us have salt in 
ourselves, to believe the Truth with all our heart and to live in accordance 
with its precepts. Our example is the Lord Jesus who steadfastly set his face 
to go to Jerusalem. At the end, he stood alone at the place of his crucifixion 
because of his fidelity to the Truth.  

                             Mary Jane Farrar, Mount Hope, ON 
1 

Chronicles of the Kings, Michael Ashton, pages 168-169 
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EXHORTATION 

 I Am the Good Shepherd  

 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep 
(John 10:11).                               

I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine  
(John 10:14). 

Bible prophecy about the coming of the Messiah prepares us to think of 
him as a Shepherd, as we read in the book of Ezekiel: And I will set up one 
shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David; he 
shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd (34:23). Prophecies like this 
help us understand why the shepherds of Bethlehem over 2,000 years ago 
were told the good news about the coming of this one “Good Shepherd.” 
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 
afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord (Luke 2:8-
11).  

The shepherd is a prominent and 
meaningful metaphor in the Bible. In 
fact, God is referred to as a shepherd 
in Genesis 49:24 and Isaiah 40:11. In 
the latter, God is described as a tender 
shepherd who cares for His people / 
His flock, O Zion, that bringest good 
tidings… Behold your God! Behold, 
the Lord GOD will come with strong 
hand, and his arm shall rule for him: 
behold, his reward is with him, and 
his work before him… He shall feed 
his flock like a shepherd: he shall 
gather the lambs with his arm, and 
carry them in his bosom, and shall 
gently lead those that are with young 
(Isaiah 40:9-11). In Psalm 23, the 
Psalmist tells us that the Lord is our 
shepherd, and that He watches over 
and protects His flock. 
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Why are God’s people represented as sheep? Sheep trust and respond to 
leadership. Without it, they wander off and become lost, injured, or 
killed. Isaiah explains, all we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us 
all (Isaiah 53:6). This was just as true in his time – 700 years before the 
birth of Jesus – as it is now. 

It takes special qualities to be a shepherd of sheep as well as of 
people. In ancient Israel, God often appointed those who demonstrated skill 
and wisdom in their leadership and care for their sheep, with the privilege of 
leading God’s people. Many great Jewish leaders were shepherds. God 
handpicked shepherds with a proven record of trustworthiness in caring for 
their flocks, to be the patriarchs and leaders of Israel: most notably 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and King David. What is it about shepherds 
that they can slip so easily into a leadership role? For one, shepherds have a 
lot of time to think as they watch over their animals. The Jewish Rabbi Ken 
Spiro (senior writer / lecturer for Aish Jerusalem) said that time to think is a 
prerequisite for leadership. “To elevate oneself to the highest level, where 
one transcends the physical reality and enters a higher dimension of 
communicating with the Infinite, requires a huge amount of work, and a lot 
of time to think.” Rabbi Spiro further highlights that shepherds have a great 
deal of practice managing large groups of living creatures. “One of the great 
lessons that we need to learn from Jewish history is the difficulty and the 
challenges of unifying and trying to lead the most individualistic nation on 
earth. Being a shepherd is good practice for this daunting task.”  

Although Moses was a prince of Egypt and likely well-versed in the 
principles of Egyptian leadership, God prepared him for the task of leading 
the Israelites through a 40-year position as a shepherd keeping the flock of 
Jethro in Midian (Exodus 3:1). It was likely a humbling responsibility. 
When Moses was ready, God appeared to him in the burning bush and 
ushered him into the role of leading the Israelites to freedom. 

David was also a shepherd called by God to lead Israel. David, who 
risked his life to protect his sheep from predators such as lions and bears, 
provides insight into the characteristics of a good shepherd in Psalm 23 – A 
Psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me 
to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He 
restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 
name’s sake (vss. 1-3). David’s solitude as a shepherd helped him to 
understand that God was his shepherd and he was His sheep (a touching 
metaphor). David perhaps realized his own restlessness and He turned to 
God, trusting Him with his life, and resting in His faithfulness. 

Like sheep, we are totally dependent on our Shepherd to provide for 
our safety and sustenance. The Shepherd is attentive to the flock’s 
needs. When we enter the flock of the Good Shepherd, his very words feed 
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our soul; his spirit quenches our thirst, revealing to us mysteries that even 
the prophets and angels longed to know (1 Peter 1:10-12). Like sheep, 
people are restless, prone to wander, always searching for greener pastures, 
and too often oblivious to danger. Shepherds are watchful, keeping their 
flock safe: protecting them from dangerous terrain and predators. 

Shepherds would customarily create a sheepfold at night or an enclosure 
topped by thorns to keep the sheep in and predators out. They would sleep 
across the entrance becoming the door to the fold, effectively barring the 
entrance so predators could not creep up on them as they slept. Yea, though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me (Psalm 23:4). When sheep 
do wander into dangerous circumstances – getting caught in a thicket, 
overcome in a stream, passing near a predator – the Shepherd uses his rod 
and staff to defend, rescue, and bring his sheep back into his protection. 
People likewise find themselves in perilous circumstances they never 
imagined or prepared for. God never abandons those He loves.   

The rod, often considered a disciplinary tool, is in reality a weapon used 
to defend sheep by warding off dangers and predators. The staff is used 
to hook a sheep’s neck or leg to redirect, hold, or nudge them, not to hurt 
them, but rather to keep them safe. In a Midrash (Jewish commentary) 
written almost 1,000 years ago about Moses as a shepherd, we read: 

“One day, a kid ran away from the flock under Moses’ care. Moses 
chased after it, until it came to a spring and began to drink. When Moses 
reached the kid he cried: ‘Oh, I did not know that you were thirsty!’ He 
cradled the runaway kid in his arms and carried it to the flock. Said the 
Almighty: ‘You are merciful in tending sheep – you will tend My flock, 
the people of Israel.’”  (Shemot Rabbah 2:2) 

Regarding this Midrash, Lubavitcher Rebbe, a Jewish rabbi of the past 
century, helps us understand the Biblical truth about shepherding: 

“Moses realized that the kid did not run away from the flock out of 
malice or wickedness – it was merely thirsty…  Only a shepherd who 
hastens not to judge the runaway kid, who is sensitive to the causes of 
its desertion, can mercifully lift it into his arms and bring it back 
home.”    

This is an incredible lesson for us as well. Before we judge and condemn 
our brethren for what seems to be backsliding, rebellion, or lack of 
judgment, we have a responsibility to discover the reason for their action so 
we can more effectively lead them into greener pastures and quieter waters. 
Isaiah sums up our duties when he says a good shepherd gathers the lambs 
in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that 
have young (40:11 NIV).  
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As we continue to read through Psalm 
23, the shepherd king writes: Thou 
preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies (23:5). A 
good shepherd will never betray his 
sheep by allowing them to be taken by a 
predator; instead, he will keep predators 
at bay while he leads his sheep to graze. 
When sheep strayed and were injured, 
shepherds would use oil as a balm to 
help soothe the pain and heal the 
wound. This gesture is also a symbol of 

lavish generosity and goodness on the part of a host. In David’s case, this 
shepherd was eventually anointed with oil as king, Thou anointest my head 
with oil; my cup runneth over (vs. 5).  

Likewise, though Jesus will be King of Kings, he came as a humble 
shepherd. When He returns, his exalted kingship will be evident to all. God 
can and does exalt even the most humble of people, much to the chagrin of 
those who despise them. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever (Psalm 
23:6). Sheep are the most precious and valuable asset the shepherd has. At 
great personal attention and sacrifice, he is responsible for his flock 
throughout their lifespan, similar to nurses who watch over critically ill 
patients throughout the night. Jesus is such a Shepherd (John 10:1-18). 

The Prophet Ezekiel confirms that God looks on leadership as He does on 
shepherding. He expects leaders to take the responsibility of shepherding 
seriously:   

Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say 
unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the 
shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds 
feed the flocks? Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill 
them that are fed: but ye feed not the flock. The diseased have ye not 
strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have 
ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that 
which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost; but 
with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them. And they were scattered, 
because there is no shepherd: and they became meat to all the beasts of 
the field, when they were scattered. My sheep wandered through all the 
mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon 
all the face of the earth, and none did search or seek after them (Ezekiel 
34:2-6). 
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AS THE DAY APPROACHES 
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But God also promises to send the Good Shepherd to care for His 
sheep: 

And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even 
my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. 
And I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David a prince 
among them; I the LORD have spoken it (Ezekiel 34:23-24). 

That prophesied servant shepherd is Christ, Jesus the Messiah – the Good 
Shepherd – who as promised came from the line of David (Micah 5:2). Like 
a Good Shepherd, Jesus has persistently called out to scattered sheep who 
have not come under his care and protection as their Messiah. For even 
though he first came to the Jewish People as the Shepherd King of Israel, he 
made it clear that, other sheep I have, which are not of this fold; them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and 
one shepherd (John 10:16; see also Zechariah 2:11; Isaiah 49:22, 62:6–7). 

We are certainly blessed to have been called. It is our responsibility, 
brothers and sisters, to do our part in caring for the flock of the Shepherd of 
Israel; to feed my lambs, and feed my sheep (John 21:15-17). May we be 
found doing so at his return. 

              Bobby Cox, Canyon Lake, TX  

 “…as the LORD has also revealed what is to come to pass in these 
latter days, it is both our duty and privilege to make ourselves 
acquainted with it… He has plainly set before us what is happening in 
our day, and what is yet to occur… they who take heed to the prophetic 
word ‘know before’ that the hour of God’s judgment is come, and that 
destruction is at the door.” 

 (John Thomas, Elpis Israel, Part III, Chapter 1, p. 324)   

Israel Stands Alone – US Fails to Support Them at the U.N.: The United 
States voted last week to abstain on a resolution concerning the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), part 
of several resolutions put forth in the U.N. General Assembly concerning 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that largely targeted Israel for its treatment of 
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Palestinians. The text demands “compensation” for descendants of 
Palestinian refugees who lost property when they fled their homes, as well 
as an unlimited “right of return” to a sovereign Israel. Israel was the sole 
country that opposed the text, which passed the General Assembly on 
November 9 with a vote of 160-1, including abstentions from the United 
States, Canada, and seven other countries. Executive Director Asaf 
Romirowsky for Scholars for Peace in the Middle East and UNRWA expert, 
stated, “The Biden administration’s goal to undo many of the previous 
policies of the Trump administration without any thought to the 
ramifications of such moves… UNRWA hasn’t changed any of their 
policies or behaviors; in fact, their terrorist activity and incitement to 
violence has increased.”  

                                          (Prophecy News Watch, November 16, 2021) 

US lawmakers: Israel is Alone Regarding Iran, Don’t Rely on America: 
Israeli Brig. Gen. Yoni Kuperwasser reported that two weeks ago he 
received “a clear message from members of Congress” regarding what Israel 
might expect from its strongest ally if Iran keeps developing its weapons 
program. “Do not rely on American backing, certainly not on direct 
American action or American aid,” they told him. “You are alone and do 
what you think you need to do.” Despite its oft-stated commitment to Israel 
that it would not allow the Islamic Republic to become a nuclear threshold 
state, the Biden administration is merely issuing verbal warnings, and has 
“refrained from any move that could lead to a harsh Iranian response.” The 
Americans are now focused solely on a return to the original nuclear deal 
with barely a mention anymore of making it more “robust,” as the Biden 
administration had promised.                                                                                   

                                                 (World Israel News, November 17, 2021) 

US State Department confirms: Israel would have to authorize 
Palestinian consulate in Jerusalem: [In 2018, the US recognized 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and moved its embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem. It closed its consulate to the Palestinians and opened a 
department for handling Palestinian consular affairs at the US Embassy.] 
Senator Bill Hagerty asked Deputy Secretary of State Brian McKeon about 
President Biden’s election campaign promise to reopen the Palestinian 
consulate in Jerusalem. Hagerty explained, “I just want to confirm 
something on the record. Is it your understanding that, under US and 
international law, the government of Israel would have to provide its 
affirmative consent before the United States could open or reopen the US 
consulate to the Palestinians in Jerusalem; or does the Biden administration 
believe it can move forward without the consent of the government of 
Israel?” McKeon responded: “Senator, my understanding is that we’d need 
to get the consent of the host government to open any diplomatic facility.”                                                        

                                                          (Jerusalem Post, October 28, 2021) 
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