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He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. 
Jeremiah 23:28 

The following editorial is an updated / modified version of an editorial 
published twelve years ago. The editor wishes to again visit this subject in 
that our readership has in the past year doubled to include new digital 
readers, and that a sober and solemn review of the meaning and expression 
of “joy” will be of general interest.         

The Voice of Joy 
Psalm 42:4 

The Hebrew word for “joy” in Psalm 42:4 is Strong’s H#7440 rinna, 
interpreted “joy, singing, rejoicing, gladness, shouting.” Yet there is a 
question, if not a criticism, that we occasionally hear leveled against 
Christadelphian believers as to their expression of (or lack of) joy in the 
Lord (Psalm 35:9; Isaiah 29:19). This observation / accusation troubled me, 
though in some respects it seemed an honest observation, at least in contrast 
to some of the public expressions of other religious groups. Christadelphians 
are, after all, a sober and serious community known for their attentiveness to 
Bible study, doctrine, and conservative manner of worship. My attempts to 
explain the Christadelphian believer’s joy seemed less than satisfactory in 
that my thoughts and rationale seemed more of a defense than a description. 
In some respects, joy is a personal matter, at least in its manner of 
expression. Yet there is guidance in the Scripture regarding this topic, a 
review of which might be helpful to those of us who have not been 
completely satisfied with past attempts to describe the believer’s joy and the 
expression of that joy.   

Webster’s Dictionary describes joy as: 1) “a 
very glad feeling; happiness; great pleasure; 
delight; 2) anything causing such feeling; 3) the 
expression or showing of such feeling.” Its 
synonyms and interchangeable words include 
“happiness, gladness, delight, rejoice, 
exultation.” Joy is one fruit of the Spirit as 
listed in Galatians 5:22, and is thus an expected 
manifestation of those who have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and lusts and are walk
(ing) in the Spirit (vss. 24-25).  

EDITORIAL 

 

Our joy emanates 
from that which is 
spiritual, and our 
expression of it is 
more related to 
praise than to 
frenzy. 
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The definitions above notwithstanding, it is not always clear what 
individuals envision when they speak of joy, nor is the level of an 
individual’s joy necessarily always apparent, for there are different as well 
as personal manifestations. One might guess that a typical view of joy would 
involve excited shouts and laughter as well as jumping, hugging and dancing 
activities. Such exuberant joy is usually associated with special occasions 
such as we find described in 2 Samuel 6:14-16 when the ark was brought to 
Jerusalem and David danced before the Lord with all his might, and in 
Exodus 15:20 when Miriam…and all the women went out after her with 
timbrels and with dances in response to the destruction of Pharaoh’s army in 
the sea. Although churches which manifest exuberant joy in their weekly 
services might view Christadelphian services as overly reserved, does that 
mean that Christadelphians are not joyful in their approach and service to 
God? Indeed, is joy defined and measured only through its outward 
manifestation, or is joy, in particular the joy of the Scriptures, something 
more?  

We are all familiar with exuberant displays of happiness, pleasure and joy 
by revelers at celebrations, sporting events and political conventions, but 
these are more a reflection of carnal and sensual emotions. I am not  
attempting to depict spiritual joy as expressionless, for lively expressions of 
joy are clearly apparent in scriptural examples like those of David and 
Miriam cited above. Though we may habitually associate joy with obvious 
outward (perhaps exuberant) signs, God’s servants are counseled by Peter to 
be ye therefore “sober” (Strong’s G#4993, “right state of mind, sober 
judgment, self-controlled”), and watch unto prayer (1 Peter 4:7). Our joy in 
the Lord emanates from that which is spiritual, and our expression of it is 
more related to praise than to frenzy. There is certainly freedom of 
expression of our joy in the Lord, and though it does not typically lend itself 
to revelry, joy is expressed heartily when we are moved to praise God 
through song and spontaneous thanksgiving.   

What is spiritual joy? Jesus was prophetically portrayed as a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief (Isaiah 53:3), and yet, for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame… (Hebrews 
12:2). Christ spoke of joy in his parables (Matthew 13) and in prayer to God 
(John 17). In those instances, joy is clearly and directly associated with 
obedience to the will of God and the prospective fullness of joy to those who 
prevail (Luke 6:23; John 15:11; 16:20-21; 17:13). Though we are told that 
Jesus wept when he learned that Lazarus had died (John 11:35), we’re not 
given a clear picture as to how he might have manifested everyday joys. We 
might, however, assume he laughed and enjoyed daily pleasures as we do, 
having been made in the likeness of men (Philippians 2:7). There is in my 
mind, however, an aura of seriousness and gravity of thought and purpose 
associated with the prophets, priests and leaders whom God chose to 
represent Him. I can not help but suspect that Christ’s spiritual joy was 
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expressed after the order of a still small voice, as we read in regard to God’s 
response to Elijah in 1 Kings 19:9-12.           

In everyone’s life, there are times of happiness and times of sorrow and 
hardship. Unlike happiness which emanates from pleasant events and 
experiences, spiritual joy is applicable to both happiness and hardship! The 
writer to the Hebrews says, Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous…(12:11), nevertheless he gives thanks for the 
Thessalonians in his first letter, confirming that they had received the word 
in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit (1:6). Christ instructed his 
disciples, Blessed are ye when men shall hate you…separate you…reproach 

you…for the Son of man’s sake. Rejoice ye in that day, 
and leap for joy (Luke 6:22-23). James instructs, My 
brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations (1:2). The faith which we manifest forms 
our affections! The fullness of the Truth which we 
profess is not merely the intellectual comprehension of 
the knowledge of God; it includes the moral 
development of a character after the example of Christ 
that is joyful in the things of God (1 Corinthians 2:10). 
When Nehemiah gathered the people together to have 
the book of the law of Moses read in their hearing, the 

people wept when they heard the words of the law. Nehemiah instructed 
them, neither be ye sorry, for the joy of the Lord is your strength (8:1-10).  

Our joy is not in ourselves, but emanates from our having embraced 
God’s Truth and from our trust in His mercy. The Gospel is precious to 
the believer, for it represents remission of sin and the hope of life eternal. 
Does not an emotional joy quietly surface when we are touched by such 
reassurances as, Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not 
iniquity… (Psalm 32:2), and …we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ; by whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God (Romans 5:1-2)? Truly, is 
not our joy frequently expressed with a silent tear? 

Different brethren and ecclesias have diverse proprieties as to conduct 
in their public and private worship, yet believers cannot help but feel 
and express joy as God’s living Word touches their hearts. Some may 
respond in quiet thanksgiving and praise, while others may be joyfully 
animated. May we all say with Jeremiah, …thy word was unto me the joy 
and rejoicing of mine heart, for I am called by thy name, O Lord God of 
hosts (15:16); and let us be continually moved by that comfort to faith and 
obedience that we might be blessed to experience the promised exceeding 
joy at our Lord’s return (1 Peter 4:13; Jude 24).    
                                                                                                    Editor 

 

Truly, is not 
our joy 
frequently 
expressed  
with a silent 
tear? 
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The Prayer of Hannah (Part 1) 
(An Example and Model for Us )    

The first chapter of 1 Samuel introduces us to Elkanah the Ephrathite, who 
had two wives: Hannah and Peninnah, the latter of which had been blessed 
with children; but Hannah had not been so blessed. Hannah’s barrenness 
became the object of derision from Peninnah who had children, but Hannah 
had no children (vs. 2). In verse 3 we read that the family undertook their 
yearly pilgrimage to Shiloh, to the house of God located there at that time. 
Elkanah gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all her sons and her daughters, 
portions (of the sacrifice), But unto Hannah he gave a worthy (margin -  
double) portion; for he loved Hannah: but the LORD had shut up her womb 
(vss. 4-5). 

We are told that Hannah was derided 
by her adversary who provoked her 
sore (margin - angered her), for to 
make her fret, because the LORD 
had shut up her womb… therefore 
she wept, and did not eat (vss. 6-7). 
Hannah was feeling the weight of her 
burden, and the narrative tells us 
how Hannah prayed fervently to 
YHVH for a son, and vowed to 
dedicate him to the perpetual service 
of the LORD if He would permit her 
to conceive. She would dedicate him 
as a Nazarite, vowing there shall no 
razor come upon his head (vs. 11). 

The movement of Hannah’s 
prayerful lips was observed by the old priest  Eli, who sat upon a seat by a 
post of the Temple of the LORD (vs. 9). His curiosity was aroused, thinking 
at first that she was intoxicated. But Hannah revealed her tearful plea – her 
private grief being so great as to be readily visible to Eli – that her heart was 
troubled over a grave matter, which she did not explain. Her sorrow touched 
the heart of Eli, who comforted her with a blessing, Go in peace: and the 
God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked of him (vs. 17).  

The rest of the story is familiar to all Bible students: how the LORD granted 
Hannah’s wish for a special child, and how she called his name Samuel 
(which means “heard of God”) in memory of His having heard – in the sense 
of granting her heartfelt request: because I have asked (for) him of the 

FEATURE ARTICLE  
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LORD. Hannah did not forget her solemn 
vow. After the child was weaned, we read 
of Hannah taking the child up to Shiloh 
and placing him in perpetual temple 
service under the care of Eli. She sealed 
her decision by telling Eli that, Therefore 
also I have lent him to the LORD; as long 
as he liveth he shall be lent to the LORD 
(vs. 28).   

The second chapter of 1 Samuel records 
Hannah’s prayer of thankfulness on 
that special occasion: referencing her 
vow which she had solemnly made and 
performed, to leave Samuel in Shiloh to serve God in whatever capacity 
YHVH decided for him, and to forego seeing Samuel but once a year on 
their annual pilgrimage. It begins: 

And Hannah prayed, and said, My heart rejoiceth in the LORD, mine 
horn is exalted in the LORD: my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; 
because I rejoice in thy salvation (1 Samuel 2:1).    

The word “horn” in this verse is Strong’s H#7161, generally addressing 
actual horns / uses of horns, as well as “a symbol of strength and status.” 
Hannah’s reference to mine horn may be a reference to a particular article of 
clothing, which at the time was common to Hebrew women. It was a 
headdress which was built up into the shape of an horn, extending her height 
by several inches. It often was draped in a fabric covering which was similar 
to face coverings of today in the East. It served to emphasize her increased 
stature and standing as a wife, and to mark her achievements in her family 
as a mother in Israel. 

Her further reference – my mouth is enlarged – is reminiscent of David’s 
words recorded in Psalm 51:15, O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth 
shall shew forth thy praise. In clearer terms, her reasons for and her ability 
to render effective praise to the LORD had been greatly enhanced by the 
fulfillment of her prayerful petition. YHVH’s willingness to hear the prayer 
of an humble daughter of Israel had greatly bolstered her faith in Him.  

Hannah’s prayer continues… 

There is none holy as the LORD: for there is none beside thee: neither is 
there any rock like our God (1 Samuel 2:2).  

The term “rock” as applied to God is first found in the Authorized Version 
in the “song of Moses” in Deuteronomy 32, addressing His faithfulness and 
compassion, He is the Rock, his work is perfect; for all his ways are 
judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he (vs. 4). 

The entirety of 
Hannah’s prayer is in 
praise of her Heavenly 
Father… She asks no 
further favor of Him, 
and requests no 
further benefit from 
His bountiful hand. 
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Perhaps Hannah was acquainted with the song of Moses. It is notable that 
the entirety of Hannah’s prayer is in praise of her Heavenly Father … a 
tribute to His power and glory. She asks no further favor of Him, and 
requests no further benefit from His bountiful hand. Her words clearly 
express her purely determined elevation of His name, this “Rock” of her 
salvation. The Hebrew word for rock as used here is tsur (Strong’s H#6697), 
which is figuratively a refuge, a precipice, an “edge” – an advantage of 
place as achieved in friendship with the mighty God. It is a term of thankful 
appreciation for His grace and mercy in granting her wish for this unique 
son whom she had dedicated as a Nazarite to the LORD. 

                                                               Harold Lafferty, Hagerstown, MD 

Readers will note that this article is followed immediately by a review of the 
role of the Nazarite as addressed in Numbers 6:1-21, for which purpose 
Samuel had been “lent to the LORD.” The Nazarite vow was an especially 
dedicated and greatly elevated category of service for any Israelite; which 
in reference to Samuel, helps us understand his role and performance in the 
plan and purpose of God.   

Part 2 of The Prayer of Hannah (to appear in the June issue, LORD 
willing) will address the remaining eight verses of Hannah’s prayer, 
reflecting her understanding of God’s great mercy, righteousness, 
omnipotence, and His plan and purpose through Christ and the Kingdom. 

EXPOSITION 

The Nazarite Vow   
 (Addendum to “The Prayer of Hannah”)   

The Nazarite vow was an 
especially dedicated and 
greatly elevated category of 
service for any Israelite 
man or woman desiring to 
separate themselves unto 
the LORD. The vow 
involved strict behaviors 
that one would have to 
comply with to maintain 
this dedicated service. The 
complex law of the 
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Nazarite is specified in Numbers 6:1-21. The core requirements are 
recorded clearly and in detail: 

Numbers  6:1 – And the LORD spake unto Moses saying, 

Numbers 6:2 – Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, 
When either man or woman shall separate themselves to vow a vow of a 
Nazarite, to separate themselves unto the LORD (their core purpose)   

Numbers 6:3 – He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, 
and shall drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither 
shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried. (This 
injunction included raisins and raisin-paste – a tasty spread for bread. The 
“separation” could be a lifelong commitment without interruption, although 
the language used in Numbers 6:5 appears to allow for a limited time of 
dedication; but in Samuel’s case it was not so.)   

Numbers 6:4 –  All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is 
made of the vine tree, from the kernels even to the husk.   

Numbers 6:5 – All the days of the vow of his separation there shall no 
razor come upon his head (this included his beard and scalp): until the 
days be fulfilled, in the which he separateth himself unto the LORD, he 
shall be holy (that is, sanctified and dedicated wholly to the LORD), and 
shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.  

Numbers 6:6 – All the days that he separateth himself unto the LORD he 
shall come at (touch) no dead body.  

Numbers 6:7 – He shall not make himself unclean (that is, avoid coming 
into the proximity of a dead person, and certainly not to touch a dead person 
or an unclean person or animal) for his father, or for his mother, for his 
brother, or for his sister, when they die: because the consecration of his 
God is upon his head. (This “consecration” designated his or her special 
purpose in God’s service; it is a clearly-observable condition of service 
which may be readily witnessed by all the people, and hopefully 
appreciated by them as the Nazarite’s profession.)  

The overriding condition of every Nazarite is stated in the next verse…   

Numbers 6:8 – All the days of his separation he is holy unto the LORD. 

Some claim that a Nazarene (that is, a dweller in Nazareth) constitutes the 
LORD Jesus also as a Nazarite. But the facts belie this notion. This is 
merely a linguistic similarity; it seems to have no validity for these reasons: 

• We are assured that Jesus’ entire life was solely dedicated to God’s 
work and service. Yet, it is widely recorded that Jesus drank wine 
on many occasions.  
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• Jesus came into contact with dead bodies (such as Lazarus) and 

lepers (whom he touched), whose condition was tantamount to 

death itself.  

We cannot attest to whether Jesus was clean shaven or not. A note in 
Josephus’ Works about a man named Jesus pictures him as having blue eyes 
and short hair, cut in the Roman fashion if we remember correctly. But was 
this the same Jesus? 

What was the procedure for the Nazarite if one should suddenly die beside 
him or in his immediate presence? (Such an accident is covered in detail. 
The instructions continue at length in order for him or her to establish a 
remedy.)   

Numbers 6:9 – And if any man die very suddenly by him, and he hath 
defiled the head of his consecration; then he shall shave his head in the 
day of his cleansing, on the seventh day shall he shave it. (This procedure 
and those to follow would constitute a “re-start” of his dedication as a 
Nazarite after the accidental interruption, i.e., his defilement.) 

Numbers 6:10 – And on the eighth day (one day after he has shaved his 
head) he shall bring two turtles (doves), or two young pigeons, to the 
priest, to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation:  

Numbers 6:11 – And the priest shall offer the one for a sin offering, and 
the other for a burnt offering, and make an atonement for him, for that he 
sinned by the dead, and shall hallow his head that same day. 

Numbers 6:12 – And he shall consecrate unto the LORD the days of his 
separation, and shall bring a lamb of the first year for a trespass offering: 
but the days that were before shall be lost, because his separation was 
defiled.  

Numbers 6:13 – And this is the law of the Nazarite, when the days of his 
separation are fulfilled: he shall be brought unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation:  

Numbers 6:14 – And he shall offer his offering unto the LORD, one he 
lamb of the first year without blemish for a burnt offering, and one ewe 
lamb of the first year without blemish for a sin offering, and one ram 
without blemish for peace offerings,  

Numbers 6:15 – And a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of fine flour 
mingled with oil, and wafers of unleavened bread anointed with oil, and 
their meat offering, and their drink offerings.  

Numbers 6:16 – And the priest shall bring them before the LORD, and 
shall offer his sin offering, and his burnt offering:  
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Numbers 6:17 – And he shall offer the ram for a sacrifice of peace 
offerings unto the LORD, with the basket of unleavened bread: the priest 
shall offer also his meat offering, and his drink offering.  

Numbers 6:18 – And the Nazarite shall shave the head of his separation 
at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall take the hair 
of the head of his separation, and put it in the fire which is under the 
sacrifice of the peace offerings.  

Numbers 6:19 – And the priest shall take the sodden shoulder of the ram, 
and one unleavened cake out of the basket, and one unleavened wafer, 
and shall put them upon the hands of the Nazarite, after the hair of his 
separation is shaven:  

Numbers 6:20 – And the priest shall wave them for a wave offering before 
the LORD: this is holy for the priest, with the wave breast and heave 
shoulder: and after that the Nazarite may drink wine. 

Surely all these offerings and other procedures have much deeper 
connotations of which we are not presently aware. With extensive study 
there is doubtless much profit to be gained from this complex procedure for 
a compromised Nazarite. But at the end of the process, he/she is permitted 
to drink wine; whether this is a temporary or permanent permission is not 
clear. Whether temporary or permanent, it is unclear as to why this 
allowance should be so in light of the initial prohibition that the Nazarite 
must drink no wine. 

Numbers 6:21 – This is the law of the Nazarite who hath vowed, and of 
his offering unto the LORD for his separation, beside that that his hand 
shall get [beside what else he is able to afford – AMP]: according to the 
vow which he vowed, so he must do after the law of his separation. (After 
this complex procedure, the Nazarite returns to his life of sanctification to 
the LORD.) 

In this law of the Nazarite, we see a higher meaning relating pointedly to 
those who become recipients of the Truth of God’s Word, who are 
redeemed from death, and who wholly dedicate their lives to YHVH’s 
service. Hannah’s dedication of her precious son Samuel is a metaphor, 
we believe, for our own personal dedication to His service in our lives – 
and of the honor that such service gives to YHVH’s holy name. 

                                                               Harold Lafferty, Hagerstown, MD 

  

 

  



Christadelphian Advocate May 2021                            p. 123  

Caught Up to the Third Heaven 

I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I 
cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an 
one caught up to the third heaven (2 Corinthians 12:2). 

Question: What is Paul referring to as the “third heaven” in 2 Corinthians 
12, and why couldn’t it be described, as he said that he “heard unspeakable 
words, not lawful for a man to utter”? 

Answer: The first question that comes to mind when we ponder this passage 
is: Who is this man that the Apostle “knew” who had this experience? Most 
commentators and Bible students agree that it is Paul himself and that he is 
recounting a vision he had fourteen years previous to his writing of his 
second letter to the Corinthians. He had received this vision when he was 
alone, so no one could confirm whether it was strictly mental or whether he 
had been transported bodily to observe it. It must have indeed been a unique 
and “stranger than life” experience; so much so, that he had not disclosed it 
before.  

Even now as Paul reflects upon this experience, he finds it difficult to 
describe, and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter 
(vs. 4 RSV). As we read on, we find that it came from a sense of humility 
and perhaps a little embarrassment as he apologizes for speaking of it, On 
behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except 
of my weaknesses. Though if I wish to boast, I shall not be a fool, for I shall 
be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of 
me than he sees in me or hears from me (vss. 5-6 RSV). 

This vision was one of several that the Apostle experienced in addition 
to the notable one on the occasion of his conversion on the road to 
Damascus. We can pinpoint this one in time based upon the approximate 
year of Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians. The generally accepted 
timing of the letter is AD 56-57, which would mean this “revelation” 
occurred in AD 42-43. We believe it is the same one that Paul mentioned 
during his defense to the crowd in Jerusalem after he was drawn out of the 
temple, beaten, arrested and bound with chains (Acts 21:27-40). The 

 

 
Readers are asked to submit questions 
to be answered as well as comments 
on previously published answers in 
this section. Questions and comments may be sent to: Brother Ken Wood  at 
question@christadelphianadvocate.org  
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reference is found in Acts 22:17, And it came to pass, that, when I was come 
again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance. 

Within this context, let us now consider what Paul meant by “the third 
heaven.” There are at least two ways to look at it, with both leading to 
the same conclusion. Let us first consider it in terms of “space” or 
distance relationships and the possible “heavens”: 

1. Earth’s Atmosphere – It is referred to as “the heaven” or “heavens” in 
Scripture; for example, at the time of creation in Genesis 1:20, …and 
fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.  

2. Outer Space – the 
visible “heavens” 
as described in 
Genesis 1:14-18, 
Let there be lights 
in the firmament of 
the heaven to 
divide the day from 
the night… In this 
“heaven,” we see 
the moon rising in 
the night sky and 
the stars shining 
well beyond the 
earth’s atmosphere. 

3. Yahweh’s Dwelling Place – Here is the “third heaven,” wherein is 
God’s throne and holy temple as we are told by David in Psalm 11:4. 
Elsewhere in the Psalms, we have these beautiful descriptions: O Lord, 
our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy 
glory above the heavens (8:1); For he hath looked down from the height 
of his sanctuary; from heaven did the Lord behold the earth (102:19). 

In this sense, we might visualize the Apostle Paul being brought in vision to 
the sanctuary of Yahweh in heaven, spiritually far above the literal heavens 
in all its glory. It was so amazing, so awesome and so wonderful that it was 
beyond words to describe. 

The other way to look at this is from a “time” perspective and the 
various interpretations of the scriptural “heavens and earth.” The 
figures of “the heavens” and “the earth” often refer to governing powers, 
and nations, or people, respectively. Moses was the first to address Israel 
using these terms in Deuteronomy 32:1. Centuries later, the prophet Isaiah 
also addressed the rulers and people in his day as the “heavens” and the 
“earth” (1:2, 10). They were unfaithful and would be eventually done away 
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with and replaced with a new “order of things.” Near the end of his 
prophecy, Isaiah reveals that Yahweh will indeed create new heavens and 
new earth (65:17). All of these passages refer to God’s dealings with Israel. 
After AD 70 and Israel’s scattering, there were no more Jewish “heavens” as 
the “times of the Gentiles” had begun.  

The Apostle Peter confirms that the heavens and the earth, which are now 
will be destroyed – reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men – and that we should look for new heavens and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness (2 Peter 3:7, 13). The latter refers 
to the second “heaven” or the restored Kingdom of Israel under Christ 
during the Millennium.  

From the “time” perspective, the three “heavens” are then: 

1. The Mosaic Order and the Kingdom of Israel in the Jewish 
dispensation. 

2. The Restored Kingdom of Israel during the 1000-year reign of Christ. 

3. The Period beyond the Millennium when the Kingdom is delivered up 
to God who will be “all in all” (1 Corinthians 15:24, 28). 

The “third heaven” in this context would then be this last period of time 
that would continue into eternity. Very little is revealed about it. Paul, 
having witnessed it, could still not describe what he experienced when he 
was caught up into paradise and heard inexpressible words, which is not 
lawful for a man to utter (2 Corinthians 12:4 NKJV). How fitting it is that 
this future time, which will last for eternity, would be described as 
“paradise.” It is the blessed state that was promised to the thief hanging next 
to Christ during his crucifixion (Luke 23:43). It is the same “new heaven 
and new earth” that was revealed to John, as recorded at the end of the 
Apocalypse. The two perspectives of “time” and “space” are brought 
together in the opening verses of Revelation 21, when John sees a new 
heaven and a new earth and the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband… Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and 
be their God. 

What a revelation it must have been to the Apostle Paul as well! How 
appropriate it would be if it was given to strengthen him in his ministry to 
preach unto the Gentiles how the Kingdom of Israel would be restored and 
lead to a world at peace and in complete harmony with its Creator. Anyone 
having such an experience would have grounds to boast, but not Paul, lest 
any man should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he 
heareth of me (2 Corinthians 12:6). 

                                                                        Ken Wood, Richmond, VA 
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The Fallacy that the 1967 Line Divided Israel and 
the West Bank 

On May 20, 1967, Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser closed the 
Straits of Tiran and proclaimed “these waters are ours... the Israeli flag 
shall not go through the Gulf of Aqaba.” 

In their inveterate drive to confer self-determination upon the Palestinians, 
European governmental officials invariably cite the line of June 5, 1967 as 
the dividing line between Israel and the proposed Palestinian entity. It is as 
if this line was sanctified in Holy Writ and is binding upon all concerned as 
the starting point for any negotiations between the parties. However, the 
lines that separated Israel from the Arabs in June 1967 were shattered by 
one man several weeks before that date. On May 20, 1967, Egyptian 
President Gamal Abdel Nasser closed the Straits of Tiran and proclaimed, 
contrary to the UN agreement, “These waters are ours... the Israeli flag shall 
not go through the Gulf of Aqaba... we are ready for war.”  

With that proclamation Nasser nullified the June 5 lines. The finishing touch 
was delivered when Jordan opened fire on Israel in Jerusalem on June 5. 
Earlier that day, Israel had offered to preserve matters intact between the 
two countries if Jordan refrained from hostility, but Jordan replied with a 
barrage, destroying the last vestige of the June lines. 

This is not theoretical analysis; it is confirmed fully by the subsequent 
negotiations that ensued between the powers, and at the United Nations. 
In the immediate aftermath of the Six Day War, the same Nasser demanded 
that Israel immediately withdraw from all territories it had occupied. 
Notwithstanding his belligerency, he charged Israel with aggression, 
something that would stamp Israel’s presence in the territories as a violation 
of international law.  

The Soviet Union, smarting from the defeat of its weaponry, took up this 
refrain before the UN, but failed to secure the required majority in both the 
Security Council and the General Assembly that would charge Israel with 
aggression. Thereupon, Moscow dispatched its president, Alexei Kosygin, 
to the United States in an effort to convince President Lyndon Johnson to 
join in pushing Israel back to the former lines. Johnson categorically 
rejected the Soviet proposal. The president had earlier declared, “The 
nations of the region have had only fragile and violated truce lines for 20 
years. What they now need are recognized boundaries and other 
arrangements that will give them security against terror, destruction, and 
war.” 

SELECTED 
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In rejecting Kosygin’s suggestion, Johnson said, “This is not a prescription 
for peace but for renewed hostilities.” Moreover, “the parties to the conflict 
must be the parties to the peace.” Long and arduous negotiations between 
the powers extended to November 22, 1967, when the Security Council 
adopted Resolution 242, which became the foundation document for a 
peaceful settlement of the Arab-Israeli dispute. With the adoption of 242, 
“secure and recognized boundaries” became the fundamental principle of 
any forthcoming settlement. The June 5 lines were entirely abolished and 
not mentioned in any document. Israel was entitled to secure and recognized 
boundaries to be negotiated between the parties. Only such arrangements 
would help in ensuring future Israeli security.  

Nor was Johnson the only US president to confirm this formula. President 
Ronald Reagan in his Mideast Peace Effort address of September 1, 1982, 
declared, “Having followed and supported Israel’s heroic struggle for 
survival ever since [its] founding... in the pre-1967 borders, Israel was 
barely 10 miles wide at its narrowest point. The bulk of Israel’s population 
lived within artillery range of hostile Arab enemies. I am not about to ask 
Israel to live that way again.” Thus, the American position renouncing the 
1948 armistice lines as null and void is a reflection of bipartisan policy. 

The 1949 Armistice Demarcation Line dividing Israel from Arab Palestine 
remained essentially the same after the 1967 War with the exception of 

Israel having captured and annexed East Jerusalem, the Gaza Strip, and the 
Golan Heights. 
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The question, therefore, arises: From where do these Europeans take this 
June 5 formula? The answer is that on December 23, 2016, the Security 
Council, at the behest of President Barack Obama, adopted Resolution 2334, 
which sought to renew the old formula of the June 5 lines. This was 
Obama’s parting gift, three weeks before leaving the White House, to his 
faithful antagonist, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. But 2334 also 
reaffirms Resolution 242, so it cannot cancel what 242 established. 
Moreover, 2334 was adopted over the abstention of the United States, which 
means only 242 remains the accepted and recognized scheme for any 
settlement. 

In short, the June lines were killed by Nasser and buried by the adoption of 
242. The effort to resuscitate the June 5 lines must be acknowledged to have 
been aborted. Israel is acting in accordance with international and UN law in 
rejecting any such abortive effort. 

                                                                       Professor Shlomo Slonim 

                                                                       Jerusalem Post, 7-17-20 

Seeing God 

(Matthew 5:8) 

We might reason that the 
witness of a particular event 
would be more moved by the 
event than someone who 
simply read about it. After all, 
the witness is at an advantage 
as they experienced the event 
with all five senses, while the 
reader was not afforded this 
benefit. Perhaps one of the 
reasons God gave us 
imaginations was so we could 
vividly picture the accounts in 
His Word, and in this sense be 
a witness to such things. If we 
can picture these accounts in 
our minds and consider all the 
aspects that might have existed 

EXHORTATION 
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at the time, might we not receive a benefit similar to that of an actual 
witness? 

In Exodus chapter 24, we read that Moses and those with him saw the God 
of Israel (vss. 9-10). What they actually saw, we believe, was angelic 

manifestation of the Deity, for we read in at 
least three places that mankind has not had the 
privilege of seeing God Himself (John 1:18, 1 
John 4:12, 1 Timothy 6:16). Still, angelic 
manifestation does not in any way diminish 
God’s image. If God chose to display Himself 
to man through an angel, that angel would 
appear exactly as God desired. In this sense, 
man has seen God, although not seeing God 
Himself. But let us move beyond the technical 
aspects of this subject. 

Imagine being in Moses’s shoes, encamped 
before a great mountain that is covered with 
thick, dark clouds, and is encompassed with 
lightning and thunder (Exodus 19:16-18). 
Then, you are summoned by a voice out of the 
darkness to ascend and come to God. No 
doubt, ascending the mountain is physically 
taxing, but we would hardly notice it in light of 
the prospect before us. We are ascending to 

where God is! To be in His presence! What will we see? What will we hear? 
If we think long enough about it, we might well imagine that the excitement 
of the idea would be tempered with fear, trembling, and humility. 

A full reading of Exodus 24 is most beneficial, but the center of our focus is 
on verses 9 and 10, Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and 
seventy of the elders of Israel: And they saw the God of Israel: and there 
was under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it 
were the body of heaven in his clearness. Can we place ourselves in such a 
setting? Can we visualize ourselves ascending Mount Sinai and witnessing, 
with our own eyes, God manifestation? Earlier in Exodus, we read of thick 
darkness that concealed God’s glory, and verses 15 to 18 tell us that Moses 
went up into the mount, and a cloud covered the mount. And the glory of the 
LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: and the 
seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud. And the sight 
of the glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in 
the eyes of the children of Israel. Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and 
gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty 
nights.  

You and I have 
been extended 
the opportunity to 
enjoy the 
boundless ages of 
eternity with a 
closeness to God 
that has only, thus 
far, been known in 
fullness by our 
Redeemer. 
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Envision approaching the cloud at the top of the mountain, and then 
pressing forward into the midst of it. How thick it was we do not know, but 
we might imagine that it was a dark ascent for a short time. Gradually, as 
we passed through the glory-concealing cloud, the brightness of God would 
be seen. For forty days and forty nights, Moses was with God. Such is an 
honor that cannot be adequately expressed in words! To consider it the 
opportunity of a lifetime does not do it justice; and in imagining ourselves 
in the position Moses was in, who are we to experience such glory? What 
might we have possibly done to receive such an unspeakable privilege, to 
not only see the God of heaven, but also be called into His presence? The 
thought deserves more time of intimate pondering than any written work 
such as this article could ever achieve. It is perhaps one of the few thoughts 
that we can ponder for the entirety of our lives, never failing to strike us 
with wonder and awe. The longer we consider it, the more awe-inspiring it 
becomes. What would we be willing to sacrifice to have such an 
opportunity? Is there any cost too high? Would we not give up everything 
for it? If only we could be in such a position as was Moses! 

If these thoughts are humbling to us, how much more we are abased 
when we consider the offer that has been extended to us as saints: 
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God (Matthew 5:8). We, if 
of a pure heart before God, will enjoy the same opportunity as Moses. Even 
this single thought of enjoying the same privilege as faithful Moses strikes a 
feeling of unworthiness in us; and yet, the Divine offer still stands to anyone 
willing to take hold of it. It is extended to any who 
will submit themselves to God and serve Him from 
the heart. If it still seems impossible that we could 
ever experience such an unspeakable blessing, 
remember that one has already trodden the path 
and currently enjoys that blessing. Hebrews 10:12 
tells us that Jesus Christ, after he had offered one 
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right 
hand of God. Moses experienced God’s presence 
through angelic manifestation for forty days and 
nights. Jesus Christ has been in the presence of 
God Himself, even at His right side, for nearly 
2,000 years. And what has this man promised us 
frail beings? The Master says, To him that 
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down 
with my Father in his throne (Revelation 3:21). 

You and I have been extended the opportunity to enjoy the boundless ages 
of eternity with a closeness to God that has only, thus far, been known in 
fullness by our Redeemer. Contemplate endless ages of the sweetest bliss of 

This life is a 
test…  Who 
will give up the 
things of this 
life for the one 
to come? Who 
will do God’s 
will instead of 
their own? 
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unity with our Maker! Untold lifetimes unfettered by the crutches of the 
flesh which presently hinder us from doing all the good we wish to do, from 
comprehending the fullness of our Father’s love, and from serving Him with 
the perfection He deserves. Imagine having no trouble of mind; no warring 
within the self! What a reason to forsake all ties to this perishing world! If ye 
then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God (Colossians 3:1). 

Compared to what God has offered us, the world’s offerings are less than 
nothing. They simply cannot be compared. Everything in this world is 
temporal, and all that is temporal will one day perish. Any temporal success 
that we attain in this life dies when we do. After a truthful and sincere 
survey of life, we can join with Solomon in declaring its vanity if not lived 
in service to God (Ecclesiastes 12:13).  

This life is a test. It is a testing ground to see who will be considered 
worthy of the honor to be with God. Who will give up the things of this life 
for the one to come? Who will do God’s will instead of their own? To the 
world, giving up the things of this life sounds foolish, and doing only the 
will of someone else sounds oppressive. But to the enlightened, what lofty 
concepts they are! As our Lord foretold, the world cannot receive these 
things; nor will they approve of those who do. These are things that try us, 
and we must keep our sights fixed on the hope promised us. If we live for 
this life, we will lose the gift of eternal life and the unspeakable wonders 
that accompany it. We are reminded of Paul’s words of encouragement in 
Romans 8:18, I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. Let us deeply 
meditate upon what this verse means for you and me! What true riches! Let 
us think long and hard about God’s promises to us, realizing that they have 
truly been offered to us! Then let our hands, feet, and lips render their 
appropriate praise and blessings to God in anticipation of this hope, 
regardless of what the temporal consequences may be. This is how our 
Master lived his life and was able to overcome the terrible trials he endured: 
for the joy that was set before him (Hebrews 12:2). 

As saints of the Most High, we must lay to heart the responsibility that 
we hold. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself, even as he is pure (1 John 3:2-3). To be pure means to be 
free from blemish. Are our hearts without blemish in this wilderness of sin? 
The last days were prophesied to be characterized by lawlessness and 
distress over the entire earth. Gross moral darkness would reach every 
corner of the world (Isaiah 60:2). These are the days in which we live, dear 
Brothers and Sisters! They are here, alerting us to our Lord’s imminent 
return! 



Christadelphian Advocate May 2021                             p. 132 

We read in Psalm 17 about the men of the world, which have their portion in 
this life… and leave the rest of their substance to their babes. But the 
Psalmist continues with what is the hope of all of God’s faithful servants, As 
for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I 
awake, with thy likeness (Psalm 17:14-15). 

Our hope is different than the hope of the world. We seek a world order 
built and made by God (Hebrews 11:10). We look for the day when our 
loving, merciful Lord will finally come back from heaven, for he has given 
us this assurance: I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where 
I am, there ye may be also (John 14:3). Let us keep such promises at the 
forefronts of our minds as we go through our daily activities. Let them be 
our strength, motivation, and comfort in this wearisome wilderness. 
Envision ourselves in Moses’s blessed position atop Mount Sinai, and 
remember that you and I, as well as Moses, have been promised blessings 
far and beyond what he experienced. 

Any day now our longed-for Master will return. We must remember that 
we do not know the day nor the hour when he will come back, and that the 
time of man’s rule may continue on for a while longer. Regardless of how 
long it takes, we can stand in complete confidence with our fellow-servant 
Job, For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter 
day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet 
in my flesh shall I see God (Job 19:25-26). Yes, we will see our Lord with 
our own eyes. We, like Moses, will be summoned by name to be judged by 
our Lord. Once freed from this body of sin, our Lord will be among us just 
as we currently enjoy the presence of our brothers and sisters. Then will we 
finally be able to break forth into the thunderous praise of Isaiah 12:6, Cry 
out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in 
the midst of thee! 

                                                                  Tanner Hawkins, Rueter, MO 

EXHORTATION 

Showing the Kindness of God 

Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: 
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby. (Hebrews 12:11) 

It was probably the lowest point in King David’s life since the years of 
his youth spent fleeing from King Saul, although he accepted his trial 
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as chastening from the LORD (2 
Samuel 15:25-26). The heart of the 
people had turned to Absalom (15:13), 
and David felt the need to flee from 
Jerusalem. Accompanied by his loyal 
soldiers, his family, and other loyal 
subjects, David journeyed twenty miles 
east down to the plains of the Jordan 
River. Warned that he might not be safe 
even there, the king and his companions 
soon crossed the river and journeyed 
northeast thirty or more miles to the 
Levitical city of Mahanaim (Joshua 
21:38). 

There the weary company received a refreshing surprise. And it came to 
pass, when David was come to Mahanaim, that Shobi the son of Nahash of 
Rabbah of the children of Ammon, and Machir the son of Ammiel of Lo-
debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite of Rogelim, brought beds, and basons, 
and earthen vessels, and wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched corn, 
and beans, and lentils, and parched pulse, and honey, and butter, and 
sheep, and cheese of kine, for David, and for the people that were with him, 
to eat: for they said, The people is hungry, and weary, and thirsty, in the 
wilderness (2 Samuel 17:27-29). 

What motivated the three benefactors to graciously aid King David in his 
time of need, when most of the nation either allied themselves with 
Absalom or took a “hands off” approach to David’s suffering? The kindness 
of two of the three men may have been prompted by memories of similar 
kindnesses shown by David years before.   

Machir, the son of Ammiel of Lo-debar, provided Mephibosheth, the 
crippled son of Jonathan, a place to reside after Jonathan’s death (2 Samuel 
9:1-7). King David sent a servant to fetch Mephibosheth out of Machir’s 
house. Machir learned that David intended to shew the kindness of God 
(9:3) to Mephibosheth by giving him a permanent seat at the royal table, 
and not to execute Mephibosheth as a potential threat to his throne. 

Shobi, the son of Nahash, king of the Ammonites, was evidently extremely 
touched by the kindness of God David showed to his brother Hanun through 
sending envoys to Rabbah to comfort Hanun after the death of Nahash (2 
Samuel 10:1-2). Hanun, however, heeding the suspicion of his princes that 
David really sent the envoys to spy out the land, humiliated David’s 
servants by shaving off half of their beards, cutting off half of their 
garments, and then sending them away. Shobi’s later kindness to David was 
all the more praiseworthy because David in anger had destroyed the 

God has shown each of 
us His kindness in a 
multitude of ways, the 
greatest of which is by 
redeeming us through 
the sacrifice of Christ 
to be adopted as His 
sons and daughters. 
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ECCLESIAL NEWS  

News items must be received no later than six weeks prior to the 
intended issue. Ecclesial news may be sent to Sister Kathy 
Washeck at kwasheck@hotmail.com. Ecclesial news is also 
posted on a password-protected section of The Christadelphian 
Advocate’s website. The current password is ecclesia. The 
website is www.christadelphianadvocate.org. 

children of Ammon (11:1) and spoiled the capital city of Rabbah and King 
Hanun (12:29-31).   

In regard to Barzallai: it was the 80 year old Barzallai (19:32) who first  
showed the kindness of God to David at Mahanaim, and it was David who 
then sensed an opportunity to repay the kindness. He offered Barzillai a 
permanent seat at the royal table when his kingdom was restored (19:33). 
Barzillai, however, politely declined, asking David to instead show kindness 
to his servant Chimham (19:37). 

Final Thoughts 

God has shown each of us His kindness in a multitude of ways, the greatest 
of which is by redeeming us through the sacrifice of Christ to be adopted as 
His sons and daughters. Showing the kindness of God to others is therefore a 
special opportunity that we have as His children. Let us, like David, strive to 
be conscious of ways to do so. We, too, might be pleasantly surprised at a 
later time by its “fruit.” As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith 
(Galatians 6:10).   

                                                   Randy Morrissette, Richmond, Virginia  

TEXAS BIBLE SCHOOL – Greetings to the Household of Faith in Jesus 
Christ. The Texas Christadelphian Bible School Committee wishes to 
announce that the 2021 Bible School will be held, Lord willing, July 10-17, 
2021 on the shady, oak covered Bible school property, alongside the 
Pedernales River, just west of Hye, Texas. Registrar is Brother John Sankey;  
the registration form is located on the website: texas-christadelphians.org. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/e/1FAIpQLSc_SjOzQwg__N8E5MGqFJ_ 
swWvd6cAzLXH5xqW7GJCL1sw_VA/viewform?fbzx=-511984971882 
696940 
                                                        The Texas Bible School Committee 
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Some 1,900 years ago, Jewish refugees fleeing the Romans made their 
way to the Judean Desert. Among the belongings they carried with 
them were scrolls featuring the biblical books of Zechariah and Nahum. 
Two millennia later, fragments of those texts have reemerged. It is the 
first such discovery since the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in 1947 and 

in the early Fifties. 

The cave in the Judean 
Desert’s Nahal Hever region 
is some 80 meters [262 feet] 
below the cliff top and can 
be accessed only by clinging 
to ropes. The inhospitable 
environment was considered 
a safe haven as the war 
between the Roman Empire 
and the Judean rebels led by 
Shimon Bar Kokhba raged 

around 130 CE. Jews found shelter in the caves and brought what they 
thought they needed for their new life. In recent decades, the caves have 
been targeted by looters eager to find artifacts to sell on the private 
market. For this reason, the Israeli Antiquities Authority launched a 
rescue operation to survey all the caves in the area. 

The scroll fragments featuring the biblical Book of Zechariah were 
written in Greek, except for God’s name, which was marked in paleo-
Hebrew. “This was probably a way to show the importance of the name 
of God” (the practice of leaving God’s name in Hebrew was already 
found in other Dead Sea Scroll fragments).   

Together with the scroll 
fragments, the archaeologists 
found several coins minted by 
the Jewish rebels under Bar 
Kokhba’s leadership, carrying 
the writing: “Year 1 for the 
redemption of Israel.” The 
bronze coins feature a palm 
tree and a vine leaf. 

Another cave harbored another 
surprise: a prehistoric woven 
basket found buried in the 
ground. Experts believe the 
artifact, with a capacity of some 
90 liters [24 gallons], is the earliest intact basket ever discovered. 

                                                                Jerusalem Post, March 17, 2021 


