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Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you (James 4:8). 
This declaration is fundamental, for if we wish the favor and 
mercy of God, we must approach and ask Him for it (Psalm 86:5). 
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He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. 
Jeremiah 23:28 

Nigh By God 

We present this Selected Editorial published by Brother Lawrence Dodl 
in the June 1954 Advocate as a timely and relevant discourse on our 
“walk” in the LORD in these last days. Brother Lawrence Dodl was 
appointed editor of the Advocate in January 1947, serving in that 
position for 33 years (through December 1979). Characteristically, in the 
initial issue for which he was responsible as well as in the last, he made 
no personal statements and he took no vacations during the 33 years he 
labored as editor, retiring at age 80 (Brother Thomas Williams edited the 
Advocate for 28 years). A most notable remembrance from Brother 
Dodl’s editorship began with this June 1954 Editorial titled Nigh By God, 
opening with, “It seems quite clear that our nearness to God, or our 
distance from God, is largely a matter of our own choosing;” followed by 
291 numbered editorials by that same title dealing with man’s 
relationship and responsibility to God. 

____________________________ 

It seems quite clear that our nearness to God, or our distance from God, 
is largely a matter of our own choosing. For God is faithful and just: He 
will keep his promises and cooperate with us in our efforts to do what He 
asks us to do. He does request of us that we draw near to Him; and He has 
promised that then He will draw near to us. For so we read: Draw nigh to 
God, and he will draw nigh to you (James 4:8).  

Humans are creatures of many moods, even contradictory moods and 
opposing desires. The conflict of “the Spirit against the flesh” must be 
fought out again and again, with no final victory possible while we remain 
alive and active in this mortal body – in the flesh – of which we are told, 
dwelleth no good thing (Galatians 5:17; Romans 7:18). It is not the desire of 
all to draw near to God; it appears that with many the desire is very rare and 
feeble. If we were qualified to discern it, and prepared to acknowledge it, 
perhaps even many of us would often have to confess to a lack of desire to 
draw near to our Creator, or to learn of Christ. 

From whence, then, comes the desire, or the lack of it, to draw near to 
God (Psalm 73:28)? Does it not spring largely from the way we conduct our 
lives, from the thoughts we cherish, from the things we read, listen to, 

SELECTED EDITORIAL 
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watch, say and do? Surely, even in this the 
laws of nature operate, yielding us fruit 
according to our sowing. For better or for 
worse, our spiritual life is affected by the 
quality and amount of the things we read, by 
the company we keep, and by the other ways 
in which we use our allotted time. Once we 
have settled it with ourselves that it really is 
desirable and wise to draw near to God, or 
nearer to God, we can better watch and 
perceive what things and conditions promote 
and contribute to this end, and what kind of 
living militates against it.  

We need, of course, to know what it means to 
draw near to God, and what it means to 

“walk” with God. This is by no means easy to determine. How can we know 
when we are near to God? Can we know our own heart in this matter, or 
trust it to tell us the truth if we consult it? Will our heart ever tell us 
anything other than that we are walking with God? Will it ever tell us 
anything other than that which we wish to believe concerning our attitude 
toward the things of God?  

In Jeremiah, the Spirit tells us, The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it? (17:9). Surely this means that we 
ourselves (not only others) have such a heart by inheritance. Having such a 
heart, it cannot be unquestioningly trusted, and needs to be disciplined and 
made better by the transforming power of God’s Word: the Word of God 
being a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart (Hebrews 4:12), 
and a revealer of its native wickedness (Ephesians 5:13; Mark 7:21-23). We 
can, by its aid, overcome much of our evil (Romans 12:2), but when our 
heart tells us that we ourselves are immune from its deceptive power, we are 
being deceived.  

It is then, not just a matter of simply asking ourselves if we are walking 
with God, and returning an immediate answer. Indeed, it might be much 
better to ask ourselves if we are earnestly and consistently endeavoring to 
“draw nigh to God.” The Spirit tells us, Examine yourselves, whether ye be 
in the faith; prove your own selves (2 Corinthians 13:5). Examine ourselves 
how? Without a doubt, every one of us knows the answer. If we ask further, 
examine ourselves how often? Along with the more obvious answers we 
would suggest this additional one: as often as we see a failing in anyone 
else. 

“The faults that I in others see, I’ll strive to crucify in me.” 

 

We need, of course, 
to know what it 
means to draw near 
to God, and what it 
means to “walk” 
with God… How 
can we know when 
we are near to 
God? 
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We are specifically told that Enoch walked with God (Genesis 5:24), and 
also that Noah walked with God (Genesis 6:9). But we are told very little of 
Noah’s life, and even less of Enoch’s. It is in subsequent revelations and 
biographies that we learn more specifically what it means to walk with God. 
There we are shown the ideal, and also how many different men of like 
passions as ourselves managed to walk with God, though in a more or less 
faulty way. Possibly some day the biographies of all the redeemed will be 
available for perusal, as are today those of Abraham, Jacob, Moses, David, 
Paul, Peter, and others. 

Paul was a godly man even before he became a follower of Christ: evidently 
from his youth up (Acts 23:1). He was 
conscientious and zealous before God even 
while persecuting the followers of Christ in 
ignorance and unbelief (1 Timothy 1:13). 
Indeed, it seems that it was because of his 
conscientiousness and zeal for the things of 
God, as he had learned them, that he 
endeavored to stamp out what seemed to 
him a revolt against the right ways of God. 
Nevertheless, Paul was by no means 
guiltless, but must have been faulty in his 
attitude of not examining the claims and 
teaching of Christ and his followers, and of 
not giving due thought and weight to the 
miracles that attested that the work was of 
God. After his conversion, however, we 
read of no serious fault or mistakes on his 
part, but a steady and consistent 
wholehearted following of Christ. The apostle’s example of thus walking 
with God was so outstanding that he could say, by inspiration, to those to 
whom he ministered, Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ (1 
Corinthians 11:1).  

How very close the world’s condition now is to that foreshown in 
prophecy relative to the Advent… We have read and heard of that coming 
“sudden destruction” for so long that it may no longer convey to us the 
reality it stands for. Whatever way it comes, it will be in the same category 
as the great cataclysms of world history. Were we better and more 
realistically acquainted with these, we would be better prepared for what is 
coming. We still need to try to better understand the “sure word of 
prophecy,” including the study of it in the added and increasing light of 
unfolding events and prospects. 

Glancing over what has happened in but the last forty years of world history: 

 

We have read and 
heard of that coming 
“sudden destruction” 
for so long that it 
may no longer 
convey to us the 
reality it stands for…   
it will be in the same 
category as the great 
cataclysms of world 
history. 
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remembering the rather sudden bursting forth of the two world wars; the 
destruction of so much of Europe, the unmerciful bombing of civilians, the 
murder of some six million Jews; remembering Hiroshima, and with the 
prospect in mind of another great war and how it will suddenly start, or 
suddenly develop into full fury. With these things in mind, the nearness and 
the awful reality of what the prophets indicate is yet to come becomes far 
more evident. 

The prophecies are largely fragmentary, “here a little, and there a 
little;” so that in our endeavor to understand the parts, we should not 
lose sight of the whole. A prophecy that seems to be far more applicable 
here today is that which speaks of a situation comparable to that which 
preceded the end of the antediluvian world and the end of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. As Jesus foretold, the prevailing attitude is one of unbelief, 
indifference, and fatalism as far as God’s declared purpose for this earth is 
concerned, and there is an almost complete engrossment in the things that 
pertain to this present life only. Jesus said, They did eat, they drank, they 
married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered 
into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all. Likewise also as it 
was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they 
planted, they builded; but the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained 
fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. Even thus shall it 
be in the day when the Son of man is revealed (Luke 17:26-30). 

It is not wrong to do these things that Jesus said these people were doing 
right up to the last. Rather, Jesus was showing how again men who are 
wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedingly (Genesis 13:13), will go 
right on living after the dictates of their own hearts, in willing ignorance and 
shameless disregard of God’s will and purpose…  

Not many people are concerned with God’s views today. And even believers 
need to be reminded to be mindful of the words which were spoken before by 
the holy prophets, and of the commandments of us the apostles of the Lord 
and Saviour (2 Peter 3:1-2). Peter also warns his readers: Beware lest ye 
also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own 
steadfastness (vs. 17). The error of the wicked is neither wicked nor error in 
their own thinking, and such also will be our thinking if we are not seriously 
mindful of the words spoken by God’s prophets and apostles… The days 
were evil then, and it was prophesied they would get worse in the last days 
(2 Timothy 3:1-5). But, The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell 
therein for ever (Psalm 37:29). 

                  Lawrence Dodl, The Christadelphian Advocate,  
   June 1954, Editorial, pp. 131-135 
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Christ’s Words after Ascension 

Changing the Life of a Sinner 

Christ’s calling of Paul is a testament that God reaches out to those who can 
serve His purpose (even those who know Him but are working contrary to 
His will). From childhood, the Apostle Paul had a purpose in life, and that 
purpose was to serve God. However, not everyone would have envisioned 
seeing him being called to serve as an apostle of Christ.   

Paul was from the city of Tarsus, off the 
Mediterranean Sea in current day Turkey, 
close to the Syrian border. Paul tells us that 
he was a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee 
(Acts 23:6). Additionally, Paul was a 
tentmaker by trade (Acts 18:2-3). Being a 
Pharisee, we can imagine that Paul would be 
well aware of the stories of Abraham, 
understanding how he was a sojourner in the 
land, and gaining an appreciation for what 
that meant. Paul learned the law and the 
pharisaical way from one of the most noted 
teachers of his time, Gamaliel. 

Gamaliel held a high position in the 
Sanhedrin (the Jerusalem Council). We see 
the influence he held in Israel in Acts 5:33-
41, when he stood up in the Council and 
urged judicious caution when the Sanhedrin 

sought to slay the apostles. He was not a champion for the apostles or for 
Christ, but was trying to prevent the chaos that might have followed should 
they have been harmed or killed. We note in Acts chapter 6 that false 
witnesses accused Stephen of blasphemy against God. He was arrested and 
taken to the Sanhedrin Council. In his defense, Stephen provided a history of 
the nation while condemning the Council’s persecution of Jesus and his 
followers. Gamaliel, one would think, would have understood everything 
Stephen was saying. Yet he did not urge judicious caution in Stephen’s case. 
The people were furious, gnashing on him with their teeth and crying out 
with a loud voice as they dragged Stephen out to stone him (Acts 7:54-58). 

Stephen’s martyrdom helped set the stage for God’s plan and purpose 
with Paul, as we read in Acts 7:58 - 8:1, And cast him out of the city, and 
stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man’s feet, 

FEATURE ARTICLE  

 

Just as Paul was 
confident in that he 
was not taught the 
Gospel by man but 
by Jesus, we are to 
prove the Scriptures 
as did the Berean 
brethren, who 
received the word 
with all readiness of 
mind, and searched 
the scriptures daily...  
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whose name was Saul. And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and 
saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a 
loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, 
he fell asleep. And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time 
there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; 
and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and 
Samaria, except the apostles. 

Acts 13:9 is the first scriptural mention of “Paul” (formerly identified by his 
Hebrew name Saul). We have an understanding of who this man was up to 
this point. He had been brought up as a Pharisee, was taught the law and the 
Jewish traditions at the feet of Gamaliel. Everyone knew Paul was zealous 
for God: they knew his dedication and potential. His future was bright, and 
it was expected that he would rise in the ranks of the Pharisees, and that is 
just what he did (Galatians 1:14).  

Paul would continue to bring terrible things upon the followers of Christ. By 
the authority of the chief priests, Paul is now creating havoc of the ecclesia 
(Acts 8:3), and goes from house to house, committing them to prison (Acts 
8:3); and when they were put to death, Paul says, I gave my voice against 
them (Acts 26:10). This persecution turned into an obsession for him, 
traveling unto strange cities, compelling them to blaspheme… being 
exceedingly mad against them (Acts 26:11), just as he had witnessed in 
regard to Stephen.  

To Paul and the Pharisees, this persecution must have been viewed as  
necessary. In Numbers 25:6-13, they had the account of Phinehas and the 
actions he took against Zimri and Cozbi to turn the anger of the Lord away 
from Israel for their “whoredom with the daughters of Moab” and their 
bowing down to their gods. Also, they had the example of Elijah slaying the 
prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 18. Perhaps Paul justified in his mind the 
actions he was taking against Christ’s followers as having fallen away from 
their traditions, and why it was appropriate that both Stephen and they 
should die; a trap easy to fall into when one is zealous for the traditions of 
their fathers (Paul apparently not comprehending that the teachings and the 
miracles of Christ were clearly of God). 

It was when Paul travelled to Damascus with the authority and 
commission of the chief priests to search out Christ’s followers that 
Christ intervened. Acts 9:1-9; 22:6-11; and 26:9-18 give us a picture of the 
interaction between Christ and Paul. Suddenly there shined round about him 
a light from heaven, and he heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me? Paul responds, who art thou Lord? And the Lord said, 
I am Jesus whom thou persecutest (Acts 9:1-5). Christ then gives him 
instruction on what to do next. However, in Paul’s account of his conversion 
in Acts 22:10 we see that Paul asks Christ another question – what shall I 
do, Lord? – upon which he was told to go into Damascus where he would be 
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instructed. When you read these 
accounts individually, it seems like 
a quick interaction. But when the 
accounts are put together, we can 
assume this was anything but 
quick. After Paul asks Christ what 
he should do, Christ tells him more 
than to just go into the city. Christ 
also gives him some assurances, 
saying that he would be protected 
from the Jews, and that he would 
preach in his name to the Gentiles 
and save many people. This is the 
exact opposite of what Paul had 
been doing. He had not been trying 
to save those he believed astray; he 
was casting them into prison and committing them to death. Putting both 
accounts together, it might be read something like this: 

Meanwhile, Saul, being so obsessed with persecuting them that he even 
hunted them down in foreign cities, was still breathing out murderous 
threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest and 
asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found 
any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might 
take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his 
journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. “We all fell 
to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?’ ‘Who are you, Lord?’ I asked. ‘I am Jesus 
of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,’ I replied, ‘What shall I do, 
Lord?’ ‘Get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to 
appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen and 
will see of me. I will rescue you from your own people and from the 
Gentiles. I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are 
sanctified by faith in me. Now get up and go into the city, and you will 
be told what you must do.” 

The men traveling with Saul stood speechless; hearing a voice, but 
seeing no man (9:7). Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his 
eyes he could see nothing. He was led by the hand into Damascus. For three 
days he was blind and did not eat or drink. It appears that the Lord was 
waiting for Paul to take the next step. This was perhaps a test for Paul, and 
it seems that it was a test that he passed, and that his prayers to God for 
direction were found acceptable. It was only then that Ananias was 

And he fell to the earth, and heard a 
voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul… 
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informed in a vision that Paul was praying, and that Ananias was to go to 
him and restore his sight (Acts 9:10-18).  

The faith of Ananias (whose name means “Grace of God”) is nothing short 
of incredible. He is being asked to do something that the majority of people 
would probably say no to. He was asked to go to this man who has a history 
of arresting and killing believers, and help him on this new journey as a 
chosen instrument to carry Christ’s name to all people. Ananias questions 
but does not hesitate; he goes to where Saul is staying, and the first thing he 
says is, “Brother Saul.” Paul was now viewed as a brother, a follower of 
Christ, who would willingly suffer for Christ’s name’s sake. So once the 
“Grace of God” (Ananias) came to Saul, the scales fell off his eyes and he 
could now truly see. He was then baptized by Ananias and could then start 
his new journey of being alive in Christ. 

After Paul received his sight, received meat, and was strengthened, we are 
told that he was certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus 
(9:19). Christ told him what he was to do, and he was prepared to suffer for 
Christ’s name. But this was not the end of Christ instructing Paul. Though 
the Scriptures do not address the manner nor the extent of Christ’s later 
revelations to him, Paul’s statement in Galatians 1:11-12 RSV confirms the 
source of his understanding: For I would have you know, brethren, that the 
gospel which was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For I did not receive 
it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus 
Christ. This is Paul’s attestation that Christ addressed and taught him the 
things he was to preach in his name.  

It’s interesting to note here that within Acts 9:19 there arises the possibility 
of a split time frame. After Paul was baptized, it says in verse 19 that he was 
given food and regained his strength; then spent certain days with the 
disciples which were at Damascus. However, if we contrast this verse with 
Paul’s account in Galatians 1:16-17, we are given to understand that he 
conferred not with flesh and blood… but I went into Arabia, and returned 
again unto Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem… 
From this, we might conclude that Paul remained some time at Damascus, 
then went to Arabia, and sometime within the next three years returned 
again to Damascus, again meeting with the disciples there before going to 
Jerusalem (this of course assumes that his visit to Arabia was omitted in 
Luke’s account).   

What was in Arabia for Paul? We do not have a clear understanding of 
that, but a reasonable speculation might be Mt. Sinai. We know from the 
Old Testament that God spoke and taught from Mt. Sinai. In 1 Kings 19, 
after the slaughter of the prophets of Baal, Elijah flees to Horeb (Mt. Sinai), 
where we are told God appeared to him. We also remember that Moses first 
saw the burning bush and received the law from God there (Exodus 3:1-2). 
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Perhaps it was there that Paul received instructions from and/or regarding 
Christ. What specific instructions does Paul reveal that he received from 
Christ? In 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Paul states that he received of the Lord 
that which also I delivered unto you (the memorial instructions); and in 1 
Corinthians 15:3-4, Paul states that what he delivered unto you, he   
received. Thus we understand how emphatic Paul is when he states that 
what he preached he did not learn by man, but rather received it by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:12).  

Paul’s is a story of a man who turned from his former ways to be made 
alive in Christ. We are to be like him. No matter what may have happened 
in our past, we can make an 180 degree turn and make it right. Just as Paul 
was confident in that he was not taught the Gospel by man but by Jesus, we 
are to prove the Scriptures as did the Berean brethren, who 
received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
scriptures daily (Acts 17:11). We may never be truly worthy, but we all can 
become or benefit from an “Ananias” when we help one another to walk 
worthy of the grace of God, and to remove whatever “scales” may yet be 
hindering our vision, that we might hear and do all that our Lord and Savior 
is telling us.                                                     
                                                                         Ray Braden, Littleton CO 

APOLOGETICS 

The Vegetable in the Witness Box 
(What is the Real Meaning of “Fit”?) 
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One fact which is pressed home with merciless insistence by the gardener is 
that the strongest and most vigorous plants are those which he would like to 
destroy. It is rather vexing to be told that all the wonderful plants which 
grow out of mother earth have been produced by the survival of the fittest; 
when just those in which we are interested require such tender care, while 
the weeds against which we wage incessant war flourish in spite of us.  

The most beautiful of gardens, if left untended, would be over-run with 
weeds. It may have been cultivated for centuries: the weeds kept down 
during that entire period; yet a few weeds will be there even in the day of its 
glory. If we leave it uncultivated, it is doubtful whether anything useful will 
be left, while the weeds of their own strength will have taken possession.  

Couch grass may be taken as an illustration of vigor.  The plant forms roots 
which run underground and are capable of taking possession of the soil. The 
tiniest piece of root will grow and reestablish the colony after every 
onslaught that the gardener makes.   

The fact is, people are continually allowing their minds to be led astray 
by verbal juggling. The argument regarding the survival of the fittest is 
not the simple and logical proposition that many amateur scientists 
suppose.  

It is necessary to ask the question, “In what sense do you use the word 
‘fitness’?” Many people begin by taking the word in the sense scientists use 

it. They can see the logic of the proposition 
that in a struggle for existence those 
individuals most capable of living will 
survive. Then with this conception of the 
survival of the fittest in mind, they turn to 
the consideration of totally different 
problems. They see a fitness of a different 
kind and apply the principle of survival in a 
sense which sometimes is the exact opposite 
of the original meaning. Find a man, 
intellectual, meek, gentle, thinking no evil 
of anyone, and wishing no evil to anyone, 
and we may readily agree that judged by the 
higher standard he is one of the most fit to 
survive. He might easily be the least fit, 
however, in the scientific sense of the 
expression, that is, the least fit to hold his 
own and beat his fellows in a struggle for 
existence.  

Find a plant, delicate, beautiful, bearing 
wonderful flowers or fruit, having many 

 

It cannot be too 
strongly emphasized 
that the old 
scientific formula 
“survival of the 
fittest” simply 
meant the selection 
of those most 
capable of living; 
without the slightest 
regard to the higher 
standards by which 
we judge them. 
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qualities to attract, and contrivances to interest, and we agree that, judging 
by the higher standard, it is one of the most fit to survive. By the jungle law, 
however, it would not be fit at all, and if we want it to flourish and reveal all 
its qualities, we must assiduously guard its struggle for existence.  

It cannot be too strongly emphasized that the old scientific formula “survival 
of the fittest” simply meant the selection of those most capable of living; 
without the slightest regard to the higher standards by which we judge them. 
Yet, according to the Darwinian school there was no other force to give 
Nature an upward tendency. It was just as well for creatures to survive in the 
mud at the bottom of a river, as for a race of intellectual beings to develop. 
Nature was as well-pleased with the one as with the other; or to be more 
exact, she does not care a jot for either.  

Darwin’s Explanation 

Darwin made some attempt to grapple with this problem. He suggested that 
it would be of no advantage for some creatures to be highly organized: that 
it might be a great disadvantage, and that was why certain lowly species had 
remained unchanged since the dawn of life.  

So far as the vegetable world is concerned, we may say most emphatically 
that if there was no force behind evolution except the survival of plants most 
capable of surviving, it would always be a disadvantage to be highly 
organized. The production of the many beautiful and useful plants that adorn 
our gardens would have been utterly impossible. The plants selected by 
nature would be the rankest of weeds, capable of living and flourishing, and 
with nothing which would readily get out of order.  

If a prize were offered for the best contrivance made out of metal, we might 
have a wonderful exhibition of completed machines, almost as varied as the 
world’s animals and plants. If, however, the prize was simply for the piece 
of metal best fitted to survive rough conditions, a simple ball of iron would 
beat all the clever devices. It would be no good, but what does that matter? 
According to the Darwinian theory Nature had no aims, and the only 
prize she offered was life for those most capable of surviving. The 
simplest form of worm living in mud would beat all the mammals. The 
commonest of weeds would beat all the beautiful plants.  

It is very doubtful whether one could find a modern evolutionist who would 
follow Darwin in this. What, however, is the alternative? As with 
theologians, so with scientists; they sometimes wish to hold a position 
which has been rendered logically untenable by the forced surrender of 
some of its main defenses. We do well to ask, “What is your position now?” 

 Islip Collyer, The Vegetable in the Witness Box (1922), Chapter 8 
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Reconciling Religion and Reason (Part 4) 
Argument from Authority 

An authority is a representative of the 
veracity, essence, or mission of a 
specific concept, argument, or 
organization, i.e., power or influence 
originating from knowledge, prestige, 
etc. Day-to-day, we function under 
authorities that guide and direct us in 
our work, our decisions, and our 
beliefs. They are also incredibly 
important to our learning and thought 
processes. We rely on authorities to 
weigh in as advisors for how and why 
we should approach problems or 
questions in our lives. If our car needs 

service, we might go to a mechanic. If we want to improve our fitness, we 
might talk to a personal trainer or a nutritionist. If we want a thoughtful 
reflection on dining and entertainment, we might read a favorite critic.   

Sometimes authorities are not people. We may also find authority in 
documentation, including methodological research, conclusions or citations 
from a study, a law, or from personal testimony. In order to be of use, such 
information may require thought, vetting, and interpretation, which may 
form the basis upon which some are regarded as reliable, and others are not.  

However, authority is not necessarily an 
indicator of truth, nor an objective indicator 
of the quality of information generally. It is a 
mistake to always associate authority with truth. 
For instance, one need not agree with the Pope 
when he speaks authoritatively on how Catholics 
view religion. It is not necessary to adhere to the 
conclusions of evolutionary biology when 
reviewing studies and methodology within that 
field. The value of an authority may be impacted 
due to  personal biases on any side for or against 
a particular concept. This is an important 
distinction since an authoritative source may 
reach  a  conclusion  that  is  logical within  the   

EXPOSITION 

Even when we 
respect a certain 
authority, we 
must still do our 
due diligence… 
Sources are not 
always 
consistent…    
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framework of their particular viewpoint, but may actually be 
objectively incorrect. 

All of this presents a problem for students of any stripe. If we only have 
light experience on a topic, it is difficult to know with certainty if a 
particular source is reliable, agreeable, or useful to our purposes. We must 
ask: “Who can we trust to teach us, and upon what basis? To what extent 
must we learn about the subject in question before we can safely believe that 
our guides are correct? Do others agree that the authorities we cite are 
indeed authoritative or correct? Why or why not? Do we have the answers 
we need on the subject we are studying, or do we need to seek out further 
resources?”  

Even when we respect a certain authority, we must still do our due 
diligence. If we fail to consider our sources or why we regard their 
authority, we risk introducing confused or incorrect information into our 
reasoning. Sources are not always consistent, and the veracity of a source 
may change over time due to the evolution of our preferred expert’s 
worldview. Once we hold an authority in regard, we should also take care to 
remember that we will likely have formed biases both for that source, and 
against others with whom that source disagrees. As we become more 
sympathetic to a particular side of an argument or view, we must be careful 
not to dogmatically lose ourselves in only hearing views we prefer, or those 
which our preferred experts agree upon. (Becoming familiar with 
unconvincing viewpoints prepares one to both contrast and debate its 
merits.)  

Unfortunately, bias and assumption frequently enter into common 
religious interaction. Using one example, many Evangelical churches use 
tools such as tracts to proselytize others. Anecdotally, these flyers tend to 
first notify the readers that they are sinners in violation of Biblical law. 
Readers then assert that the penalty for sin is an eternity in hell unless the 
reader accepts Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Later, they tell the reader how 
to accept Jesus, often through the simple incantation of an expression such 
as, “I accept Jesus Christ into my life as Lord and Savior.”   

Stepping back from the objective truthfulness of such a document for a 
moment, let us instead consider the number of suggested and implied 
authorities and presumptions within them. Readers are to assume that the 
author of the tract is an authority, not just for the church providing the 
literature, but one with the authority to assert why the readers are 
condemned and how they can be redeemed. There may well be a 
presumption that the Bible is an authority for the reader, and that the text has 
the authority to confer sin or wrongdoing on the reader, regardless of 
whether it has ever been read. Yet, similarly there may be a presumption 
that church tradition regarding the immortality of the soul is also correct, 



Christadelphian Advocate October 2020                            p. 253  

and that the church is also an authority. All of this is asserted unilaterally 
without room for the reader to respond! This type of thinking leads many in 
the secular world to resent Christians as self-serving and preachy. 
Ironically, this behavior is equally applicable to vocal opponents of 
religion! 

One example of this might include a contemporary public figure such as 
Bill Nye, who regularly speaks on behalf of climate change alarmists and 
other left-wing causes. Mr. Nye, an engineer who rose to fame for his 
children’s science show in the 1990s, now aggressively campaigns against 
any who question not only climate science, but left-wing climate policy 
(and more broadly, left-wing views). On his show, “Bill Nye Saves the 
World,” he routinely exhorts viewers to trust his authority to teach; trust the 
experts he presents; and trust his claims – whether they are scientifically 
founded or not; and, of course, trust his conclusions based on those claims. 
Whether or not one agrees with Mr. Nye, he routinely demonstrates a 
teaching philosophy dependent on overriding and replacing the questions 
and concerns of his audience with his own, addressing them, and then 
asserting that the audience need look no further. 

Within religion, the call for unquestioning, tribalistic adherence to 
orthodoxy is an abuse of authority and a serious danger to anyone 
seeking God’s Truth. From a scriptural perspective, the core of faith 
revolves around the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of 
things not seen (Hebrews 11:1). We should be looking for and weighing the 
evidence we have, and we should be thoughtful about the questions and 
conclusions we draw from that evidence (2 Timothy 2:15). We cannot do 
this if we are shamed out of the work through emotional manipulation or 
though the desire to let someone else do the thinking for us. How can we 
expect to learn properly if our concerns or ideas are disregarded wholesale, 
or if we have been degraded by a critic into believing that we are unfit to 
raise a concern? In turn, how can we expect to have a fit and informed 
community, confident in discussing and reasoning from the authorities we 
proclaim to be true?  

From its inception, the Christadelphian 
movement has expressed concern with 
Christian orthodoxy, and for good reason. 
Millions of orthodox Christians subscribe to 
the authority of the rituals and doctrines of 
their churches, but seemingly not on the 
written authority upon which those churches 
supposedly make their claims – the Bible. 
As a community, Christadelphians have long 
argued that church clergy and theologians 
have substituted their history, academic 

In contrast, 
Christadelphians 
have endeavored to 
hold doctrines 
exclusively reasoned 
from and consistent 
with Scripture…     
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pedigree, and authority from consensus to bolster logically flawed and 
substantively weak doctrinal arguments, such as the immortality of the soul 
and the Trinity. These same authorities may go even further to shore up 
doubters, demanding adherence from their congregants under the threat of 
excommunication, or even an eternity in “hell” for unbelief. 

In contrast, Christadelphians have endeavored to hold doctrines exclusively 
reasoned from and consistent with Scripture. Our Statement of Faith is not a 
document reflecting the authority of those who compiled it; rather, it is a 
reflection of our common understanding of Biblical authority, as 
documented by the scriptural references following the doctrinal 
propositions. Those who consider baptism into this body of believers must 
not do so because they wish to submit to the authority of the Christadelphian 
name, or of any Christadelphian in particular, but because they confess that 
their own reasoning of Scripture has led them to the same conclusions about 
the particulars of the Gospel message as held by the Christadelphian 
community. This process requires reading, comparative research, study, note
-taking, prayer, and sometimes great patience with others and with 
ourselves. Even after baptism, Christadelphians recognize that this learning 
process will continue to the end of life, because we will have more 
understanding which results in more inquiries about what we read in 
Scripture. We will face continuous trials and temptations; and we will 
encounter new considerations that will force us to check the validity and/or 
completeness of past understanding.  

Nevertheless, despite our intent, Christadelphians are not immune to 
tribalism [“a strong sense of identifying with and being loyal to one’s tribe, 
group, etc.” – Webster’s] or orthodoxy. There are a multitude of factors that 
might lead to such problems, but perhaps among them are a lapse in daily 
readings, strong personal bias, and a lack of experience interacting with 
adversity. The further away one gets from familiarity with the Bible, the less 
inclined one will be to use its particular authority in a precise and scriptural 
manner, and the greater the inclination will be to claim Biblical authority 
while unintentionally supplanting that authority with their own.  

Those who do so may neglect an enriching conversation, dismiss important 
concerns, or otherwise disregard a well-intentioned brother or sister’s 
question / inquiry. Christadelphians (including this author) should always 
consider themselves subject to fact checking and/or counter argument. This 
is a healthy arrangement both for the spiritual welfare of the individual and 
for the community as a whole! We are not entitled to treat our brothers and 
sisters dismissively or disdainfully in order to discourage doubts, questions, 
or concerns that we don’t like. Instead, we are to be patient, charitable, 
serving one another, following Christ’s example (Matthew 23:3-11). We 
should always be willing to take the time to address a question, concern, or 
even an error in a kind and ready spirit, assuming the best intentions of our 
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brethren, willing to listen and reason from 
the inspired Word (1 Corinthians 13). 

It is important to know where our authority 
begins and ends. Many Christadelphians 
speak authoritatively on a variety of topics, 
and we may rightly respect individuals for 
that. Yet, speaking authoritatively is not the 
same as having authority over other brothers 
and sisters. We are all peers, and our value to 
the community does not come from fighting 
over who among us is the greatest (Luke 
22:24), but in finding ways to point each 
other back to the only real authority in our 
lives, the authority from which we derive our 
direction: the Word of God. 

God’s authority, as revealed in Scripture, is different from man’s 
authority in every way. The Bible claims that a supreme authority exists: 
an authority so powerful that His words give order to time, space, and life 
(Genesis 1, Isaiah 40:13-14). It further claims that this Creator is our 
Creator, that our very being comes from Him, and that He knows each of us 
intimately (Acts 17:28) in that all secrets are known to Him (Deuteronomy 
29:29, Daniel 2:22). God is good, and He wants us to stand against evil 
(Ephesians 6:10-20). He has declared His plan to remove wickedness from 
our world (Genesis 3:15, Daniel 2:44, 1 Corinthians 15). We are told that He 
“so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son” in sacrifice so that 
we might find a way to life everlasting as His sons and daughters in a 
restored Earth (Isaiah 2:3-4, John 3:16, Acts 3:21).  

These claims obviously dwarf any authority conferred upon or assumed by 
man. In truth, they are of ultimate authority because: a) God has the ultimate 
power of life and death; b) any authority with which we are currently 
familiar must either be derived from or permitted by God; and c) through 
baptism we have declared all that the Lord hath said will we do (Exodus 
24:7), binding ourselves to the testament of Scripture. Can there be a better 
foundation for those who seek to be the children of God, than the “Words of 
life” God has given us? (2 Timothy 3:16-17)  

Scripture declares, he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that 
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him (Hebrews 11:6). Those 
faithful men and women addressed in Hebrews 11 struggled and overcame 
extraordinary and sometimes grievous circumstances through adherence to 
God’s Word, so that they might receive God’s promises. We later learn in 
that same chapter that this trust had a foundation so authoritative, that even 
their own deaths were not a barrier to their hope (11:32-40). Do we, 

…we must make 
wise choices in 
where and in whom 
we place our 
confidence … It is 
up to us to test our 
sources and see 
what kind of fruit 
they produce. 
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Brothers and Sisters, hold that same expectation with that same level of 
confidence?  

In summary: we must make wise choices in where and in whom we 
place our confidence. Experts and authorities may act as shortcuts to lead 
us to our destination, or they may mislead us causing complications  
resulting in contentions and division. It is up to us to test our sources and 
see what kind of fruit they produce. Will that fruit satiate and nourish us, 
leading us on to greater understanding and courage; or will it lead to 
leanness and dogmatism? Will that fruit create greater determination within 
us, or will it create complacency and lukewarmness?  

Let those of us that hold to the Biblical standard continue to test and reason 
from and with the Scriptures: building up our confidence in the great Hope 
of our calling (Hebrews 4:11,12). 

                                                                   Andrew Johnson, Roselle, IL 

PROPHECY 

The Destiny of Edom in the Last Days    

This prophecy article by the late Brother E. R. Evans of Burlington, Ontario 

appeared in the June 2007 Advocate addressing the history and the 

prophesied destiny of the Edomites: the “house of Esau.” The “perpetual” 

hatred of the Edomites toward their Israelite brethren essentially defines 

their place in history, in prophecy, and throughout the centuries as is 

clearly apparent today. This article remains most relevant in regard to the 

signs of our times; and Brother Evans offers us an interesting and 
compelling review and assessment of the determined fate of the “house of 

Esau,” to soon be fulfilled. – Editor   

________________________________ 

We hope to demonstrate that the descendants of Esau, namely the 
Edomites including the Amalekites (Amalek was the grandson of Esau), 
have been the enemies of Israel from the time of the Exodus to this very 
day, and will continue to be so until the return of our Lord, when under his 
direction, There shall not be any remaining of the house of Esau, for the 
LORD hath spoken it (Obadiah 18).  

Israel’s first national encounter with the house of Esau was when, at the 
time of the Exodus, they were attacked by the Amalekites. Israel was fresh 
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out of Egypt, ill equipped and 
with no military experience. 
Nevertheless, with the Lord’s 
help they defeated Amalek. 
The historic characteristic of 
the Amalekites and Edomites 
in general was, and still is, to 
strike Israel in the cruelest 
way at a time of Israel’s 
weakness. 

The historic paradox must 
be recognized: Moses 
warned Israel in Deuteronomy 
23:7: Thou shalt not abhor an 
Edomite; for he is thy brother, 
whereas Ezekiel 35:5, 
speaking of the ultimate 
destruction of Edom, states, 
Because thou (Edom) hast 
had a perpetual hatred, and 
has shed the blood of the 
children of Israel by the force 
of the sword in the time of their calamity, in the time that their iniquity had 
an end. The Palestinians, since the creation of the State of Israel and before, 
have been relentless in their attacks upon Israel by clandestine raids from the 
sea, by suicide bombers and by rockets, killing men, women, and children 
indiscriminately, whereas Israel has not made unprovoked attacks on 
Palestinians nor have they deliberately killed children. At the time of the 
first Amalekite attack, the Lord said unto Moses in Exodus 17:14-16: Write 
this for a memorial in a book and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will 
utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven… Because 
the LORD hath sworn that the LORD will have war with Amalek from 
generation to generation. Most Palestinians, being Muslims, will claim that 
they are Ishmaelites because Mohammad the founder of Islam was an 
Ishmaelite. But, as shall be shown, Edom had to be represented in the mix as 
recognized by Ezekiel. 

When Israel asked permission to pass through Edom on the way to the 
Promised Land, they were denied passage. Archaeology has shown that at 
that time Edom was a prosperous nation and very well defended, having 
forts along all its borders. The time had not come for Edom to be destroyed, 
thus Israel had to choose another route. Israel’s history is studded with wars 
with the Edomites. King Saul attacked and defeated them, and Samuel slew 
Agag their king. Some forty years later, David overthrew their army in the 

Kingdom of Edom                                   
13th century BC – 125 BC        Wikipedia 
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Valley of Salt, and his general Joab followed up the victory, destroying 
nearly the whole male population and placing Jewish garrisons in all the 
strongholds of Edom. In the reign of Jehoshaphat (875 B.C.), the Edomites 
attempted to invade Israel in conjunction with Ammon and Moab, but were 
miraculously destroyed in the valley of Berachah (2 Chronicles 20:26). 
Edom gained its independence in a revolt against King Jehoram. They were 
then attacked by Amaziah and Sela, and their great stronghold was captured. 
Yet the Israelites were never able to completely subdue them. 

When Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem, 
the Edomites joined him and took an active part 
in the plunder of the city and slaughter of the 
Jews. Psalm 137 expresses their cruelty. Verse 7 
reads, Remember O Lord the children of Edom in 
the day of Jerusalem; who said, Raze it, raze it, 
even to the foundations thereof. Edom is 
thoroughly condemned in the prophets. Isaiah 
34:5, 8 state, For my sword shall be bathed in 
heaven: behold it shall come down upon Idumea 
(Edom), and upon the people of my curse, to 
judgment...For it is the day of the LORD’s 
vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the 
controversy of Zion. These verses were written 
about 713 B.C., centuries after the days of Saul 
and David. The writer submits therefore, that this 
is a Messianic prophecy. A similar thought is 
expressed in Isaiah 63 which identifies Edom 
with the advent of the Messiah. In verse 4 we 
read, For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, 
and the year of my redeemed is come. 

After the conquest of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar, the Edomites, having been 
driven out of Mount Seir by the Nabataeans, were allowed to settle in 
Southern Palestine where they remained for about four centuries. During the 
reign of the Maccabees, they were completely subdued and forced to 
conform to Jewish laws and rites and submit to the government of Jewish 
prefects. Thus, the Edomites were now incorporated with the Jewish nation 
and came to be known by Greek and Roman writers as Idumea. 

Immediately before the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman general Titus, 
twenty thousand Idumeans were admitted to the city, which they filled with 
robbery and bloodshed. The Jewish historian Josephus states that after the 
Idumeans had massacred thousands of Jews, they simply went home. It is 
reasonable, therefore, to assume that although the national names “Edom” 
and “Idumea” disappeared from history, the people themselves blended in 
with the population that the Romans did not deport, and thus present-day 
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Palestinians must have a significant percentage of Edomite blood. This 
thought is reinforced by Psalm 83, which is universally recognized by 
Christadelphians as latter-day prophecy. In this Psalm we find the names of 
“Edom” and “Amalek” among others whose intent is stated in verse 4: 
Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel 
may be no more in remembrance; and verse 12, Who said, Let us take to 
ourselves the houses of God in possession. This was attempted in 1948-
1949, 1967, 1973, and recently by Hamas and Hezbollah. 

The Agag of this modern era was the Grand 
Mufti of Jerusalem – Haj Amin al-Husseini, who 
in the 1930’s incited riots in Palestine, resulting 
in the deaths of many Jews and moving the 
British to restrict the entry of Jews into Palestine, 
while at the same time permitting unlimited 
numbers of Arabs into the country. This 
condition persisted during the Holocaust 
resulting in the deaths of thousands of European 
Jews who would have otherwise escaped. During 
the Nazi era, al-Husseini moved to Berlin, 
Germany, where he worked closely with Hitler in sympathy with Hitler’s 
final solution to the Jewish question. 

When one reads the prophecy of Obadiah with the history of the re-
establishment of the State of Israel in mind, and considers the heartless 
and on-going acts of the Palestinians and other Arabs toward Israel, it 
will become evident that the prophecy is speaking about the era of the 
last days. The “mount of Esau” in verse 8 of Obadiah is not Mount Seir, the 
former home of the Edomites, from which they had been driven by the 
Nabataeans at about the time of the writing of Obadiah, but rather the 
Temple Mount, now occupied by the Dome of the Rock. 

The writer submits that we are, in fact, fast approaching the time when the 
prophesied end of Edom will be fulfilled: For the day of the Lord is near 
upon all the heathen; as thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee: thy 
reward shall return upon thine own head. For as ye have drunk upon my 
holy mountain, so shall all the heathen drink continually, yea, they shall 
drink, and they shall swallow down, and they shall be as though they had 
not been. But upon Mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be 
holiness; and the House of Jacob shall possess their possessions. And the 
house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame, and the 
house of Esau for stubble, and they shall kindle in them, and devour them; 
and there shall not be any remaining of the house of Esau; for the LORD 
hath spoken it (Obadiah 15-18). 

Finally, there is an important observation that should be made 
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regarding Edom. When Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem, the 
Edomites were only too glad to help him. When Titus destroyed Jerusalem, 
Edomites eagerly joined in the destruction. It is therefore quite possible that 
when Gog invades the land, Edom will attempt to be an ally, but this time 
the tables will be turned – both Gog and Edom will be destroyed. On the 
other hand, Edom may be destroyed before the Gogian invasion. Time will 
tell. 
                                                             E. R. Evans, Burlington, Ontario 

[Brother Evans fell asleep on August 6, 2020 – see announcement on p. 261] 

ECCLESIAL NEWS  

News items must be received no later than six weeks prior to the 
intended issue. Ecclesial news may be sent to Sister Kathy 
Washeck at kwasheck@hotmail.com. Ecclesial news is also 
posted on a password-protected section of The Christadelphian 
Advocate’s website. The current password is ecclesia. The 
website is www.christadelphianadvocate.org. 

COLLINSTON, LA – We are so very blessed to announce the baptism of 
Tiffany (Dew) Bryant. She is the daughter of Brother Pat and Sister Jeanne 
Dew and the granddaughter of the late Brother Thomas and Sister Kathleen 
Dew. Tiffany grew up learning the Word of God and the reward that awaits 
us if we obey His commandments. She was immersed by her brother-in-law 
Brother Luke Sparks, in her father’s chilly pool on March 22, 2020. We 
pray that our LORD continues to be with our precious sister and will guide 
her walk towards His coming kingdom. 

                                                                                           Brinda Dew 

RICHMOND, VA Chapel – With loving greetings to the household of 
faith, we are thankful to announce several recent baptisms into the saving 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. In September 2019, Sister Beth Clarke, the 
mother of Brother Connor Clarke, was baptized. In October 2019, Brother 
Tyler Ricks, the son of Brother Ian and Sister Missy Ricks, was baptized. In 
June 2020, Brother Jared Pulliam and Brother Jason Pulliam, the sons of 
Brother John and Sister Linda Pulliam, were baptized. Also in June 
2020, Sister Lindsay Pilong was baptized. We look forward to the mutual 
benefit of walking toward our Father’s Kingdom. May it come soon, with 
these new brothers and sisters in Christ. 

We are also happy to welcome several recent transfers to our ecclesia, 
including Sister Nicole Cary and Sister Sydney Folston from San Diego, 
California; Sister Julie Dawes from Toronto;  Brother Michael Ferreira from 
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Springfield, Vermont; Brother Ivan and Sister Mary Ricks from the 
Richmond Hall Ecclesia; and Brother Jacob Larsen from the Arlington 
Ecclesia. We are also happy to welcome Sister Jessica Miller back to 
Richmond after a few years away in Arkansas. 

We extend our thanksgiving to the many brethren and friends from many 
parts of this continent and elsewhere who have joined our online services in 
recent months. It is a blessing to meet together with you in this way. Sunday 
School and Memorial Service are both available weekly at  
www.richmondchapel.org/streaming. 
                                                                                               Brad Ricks 

WORCESTER, MA – We are deeply saddened to report the falling asleep 
in Christ of Sister Marilyn Rogers, wife of the late Brother Olin Rogers. We 
are comforted at this time of grief when we recall the words of the Apostle 
Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:22, For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive. Sister Marilyn was baptized into the saving name of our 
Lord Jesus in September 1957 and has been an upstanding member of the 
Worcester ecclesia for over 60 years. Sister Marilyn was a very giving, 
caring, and selfless woman who always thought of others rather than 
herself. Her devotion to the study of God’s Word allowed her to obtain a 
vast knowledge of the Truth and to become a role model for many younger 
sisters who had the pleasure of knowing her. We hope and pray that her 
sleep will be short and that our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ will return 
soon to summon her to the Judgment Seat at the Resurrection. We earnestly 
pray that she, as well as all of God’s believing children, will be allowed to 
join the “sheep” gathered at the right hand of our loving shepherd, and to 
hear those blessed words, Well done, thou good and faithful servant... enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord. 
                                                                                        Timothy Rogers   

BURLINGTON, ON –  We are saddened to report the falling asleep in 
Christ of Brother Edwin (Ted) Evans on August 6, 2020. Brother Evans was 
94 years old. Though his health prevented his coming to meeting in recent 
months, he will be deeply missed as a faithful labourer for and spiritual 
mentor of our ecclesia. Brother Evans was laid to rest on August 10 in a 
graveside service conducted by Brother Tom Northcott in which a good 
account of the hope for which he lived and in which he died was provided. 
Brother Evans made contributions to ecclesial life in many ways, including 
teaching adult classes at a number of Bible Schools and serving as the 
Superintendent for two of them. He also contributed to the Truth’s literature. 
His two principal works were “Test Case for Canada,” an account of his 
own father’s experiences as a conscientious objector during World War I, 
and “Strangers and Sojourners,” a summary of the Bible principles which 
underlie our stand in declining to participate in military service and the 
political system. He was also a co-founder of the Christadelphian Israeli 
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Children’s Fund, a charitable cause that reflected his deep interest in the 
land and people of Israel. Brother Evans is the father of Sister Judy Farrar of 
the Woodstock, ON ecclesia and Sister Cathie Pye of Arkansas, and was 
predeceased by his wife, Sister Catherine, a few months previously. As the 
Scriptures testify, “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord…that they 
may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.” As the 
tombstone that marks Brother Evans’ grave declares, “Awaiting the 
Resurrection,” we pray that his sleep might be short until he is called forth. 
May it be our Father’s pleasure in the day of judgment that he should 
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.    
                                                                                            James Farrar  

RANDOLPH, NJ – The enemy death has claimed one of our faithful 
members this past week. Sister Margie Wood fell asleep in Christ on August 
12. She fought the good fight and kept the faith for over 70 years. Brother 
Dan Stanton conducted her graveside service in Winter Park, Florida on 
August 24. Born in 1925 in Winter Haven, Florida, Sister Margie faithfully 
served the Lord and was a true example to us all. We by no means sorrow as 
those that have no hope, but we cannot but feel the loss of her friendship, 
her smile, and her love of the Scriptures. Her humility, sincerity, faith, love, 
and loyalty to her family, which also included all the brothers and sisters 
that knew her well, know the living reality of these words as descriptive of 
her character. Sister Margie was a member of the Orlando Ecclesia from 
1951 to 2000, when she moved to New Jersey where she was a member of 
the Garfield (now Randolph) Ecclesia for the last twenty years. She was 
married to Brother Pete Wood and had two sons, Brother Ken Wood and 
Brother Gary Wood. She had eight grandchildren and ten great-
grandchildren. Now her mortal frame is no more enchained by the toil, or 
the pain, or the cares of this life. With all those who sleep in the dust of the 
earth, Sister Margie now awaits Jesus, who will raise the dead in Christ. 
While we remember Sister Margie’s faith and love for the Truth, we long 
for the day when we will see her again in the Kingdom, when “God shall 
wipe tears from our eyes, and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain, for the former things are 
passed away” (Revelation 21:4). May our Sister’s sleep be short.   

                                                                                           Sam DiLiberto 

BULLETIN BOARD 

The Advocate Committee is pleased to report that a “Third Edition” of 
THINGS CONCERNING The Kingdom of God and The Name of Jesus 
Christ by Brother Jim Millay, is now available from the Advocate bookstore. 
This book was initially intended primarily for youth and those seeking and 
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studying the Truth; but it is also recommended as a 
quick reference source for teachers and adults. The book 
addresses 58 Scriptural topics under its five headings: 
Old Testament Foundations; The Gospel of Salvation; 
The Return of Christ; Bible Fundamentals; and Living 
Our Faith (that last section addressing topics of 
particular relevance to Brothers and Sisters in Christ).   

Copies of THINGS CONCERNING are available for 
purchase for $13.00 US plus postage. Orders can be 
processed through the website or through 
books@christadelphianadvocate.org.  A digital copy has 
been posted on www.christadelphianadvocate.org.   
__________________________________ 

The prophesied signs of the times tell us that our Lord's return is near.  
The Advocate Committee initiated a 2020 effort to recognize and reach out to 
2020 high school and college graduates within our ecclesias, to encourage and 
involve them in preparing for our Lord’s return in these last days. Those that 
responded include:   

Sister Erin Vest    Isolation 
Sister Leah Huie                 North Little Rock, Arkansas 
Brother Logan Sankey   North Little Rock, Arkansas 
Brother Malcom Raynor                Longton, Kansas 
Brother Moses Lawi   Phoenix, Arizona 
Brother Obadiah Smith   Fayetteville, Arkansas  
Brother Parker Northey         Ridgway, Colorado 
Abigail Ashenfelter   Longton, Kansas 
Callie Ashenfelter   Longton, Kansas 
Walker Corle    Longton, Kansas 
Faith Hill    Conway, Arkansas 
Logan Keyser    Denver, Colorado 
Zachary Lamb    Randolph, New Jersey 
Ty Northey    Ridgway, Colorado 
Samantha Owens   Randolph, New Jersey 
Olivia Reed    St. Louis, Missouri 
Madison Ricks                               Richmond, Virginia Chapel  
Wyatt Walker    Ridgway, Colorado 

The Advocate Publishing Committee has provided a free print copy of  the 
Third Edition of  THINGS CONCERNING The Kingdom of God and The 
Name of Jesus Christ to the above listed 2020 high school and college 
graduates. We pray this book will be a welcome and useful addition to each 
graduate’s personal library. Should we have missed a 2020 graduate interested 
in this effort, please contact kwasheck@hotmail.com with that information. 

                                                      The Christadelphian Advocate Committee 
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Coronavirus and the Virus of Anti-Semitism: As the coronavirus 
continues spreading across the globe infecting millions of people, it is 
sparking the spread of another disease: anti-Semitism. The ancient plague of 
hatred is returning on the back of a centuries-old trope: Jewish blood libel – 
especially when it pertains to blaming whatever the world’s current problem 
happens to be on the Jewish people. Researchers from Tel Aviv University 
released a study reporting an 18% spike in anti-Semitic attacks globally last 
year, continuing a pattern over the last several years that sees the problem 
growing worse each year. Though the report did not contain data from this 
year, the researchers warned that the Coronavirus crisis and the anti-Jew 
hatred it has stirred up will only make things worse. Extremists of all sorts 
have spread vicious libel and anti-Semitic conspiracy theories across various 
social media platforms, blaming Israel and the Jewish people for every evil 
associated with the virus, from engineering it, to spreading it.   

                                                                Bridges for Peace, April 22, 2020 

Anti-Israel Faculty Promote Boycotts in Their Classrooms: 
Faculty who support the academic boycott of Israel are actively promoting 

BDS (boycott, divest, sanction) 
directly to students in their classrooms, 
according to a report released by the 
campus watchdog AMCHA Initiative, 
providing the first empirical evidence 
of such activity. The study, which 
examined 50 syllabi at 40 public and 
private colleges and universities over 
an 11-year period, revealed that 
academic BDS-supporting instructors 

had an average of 78 percent of their course readings authored by BDS 
supporters, whereas non-BDS-supporting instructors had an average of 17 
percent of their course readings authored by BDS supporters. 

“The stark difference between the average percentage of course readings 
between the pro-BDS and the non-BDS instructors – with almost no overlap 
between these two groups – leaves little doubt that pro-BDS instructors 
make a calculated choice to heavily weight their course materials,” wrote 
the authors; “severely limiting or completely excluding readings that would 
provide a more balanced picture of Israel.” In their report, “Bringing BDS 
Into the Classroom,” the authors raised serious and undeniably harmful 
consequences of “politically motivated faculty weaponizing their course 
curricula.”   
                                               JewishNewsSyndicate.org, January 8, 2020 

AS THE DAY APPROACHES 
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 The Words of the Spirit 

Looking forward to the time when Israel should have a king, 
Moses, under Divine inspiration, wrote, And it shall be, when he 
sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a 
copy of this law in a book out of that which is before the priests 
the Levites: And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein 
all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the Lord his 
God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes to do 
them (Deuteronomy17:18-19). Whether the expression this law 
consists of only the book of Deuteronomy or embraces also 
Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, and Leviticus, the task which this 
command imposed upon the king was not a light one. For this 
there must have been a reason. It was not merely that he might 
have a copy to refer to, for a king could easily have given 
instructions for a priest or scribe to perform the work. But he was 
not authorized so to do. The king was himself to write a copy. By 
this means the words would make a deeper impression on his 
mind, and details would be noted which otherwise might have 
been overlooked. We all know from experience how difficult it is 
to remember the exact words of the Spirit; for when we quote 
from memory we are apt to omit a word, insert one, or alter their 
arrangement. This is due partly to the conciseness with which the 
mind of the Spirit is expressed, and partly to the fact that the 
thoughts conveyed are at variance with the mind of man. Let 
anyone attempt to learn a chapter of the Bible, and he will find 
that it is much more difficult than to commit to memory a human 
composition of the same length, whether in prose or poetry. To 
possess a printed copy of the Scriptures, which can be referred to 
at any time, is a great convenience; but it is not without a 
disadvantage. If copies of God‘s Word were more scarce, would 
they not be more highly prized? And if we could not possess one 
without the use of our own pen, what a priceless treasure that 
copy would be to us! The command to Israel’s kings suggests to 
us that it would be well for us to write out certain portions of 
God’s Oracles and even commit them to memory. Some have 
done so with appreciable benefit.   

J. J. Andrew 
The Sanctuary-Keeper 
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